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Abstract

This paper selects 15 mainstream e-commerce enterprises listed in China’s A-share market, Hong Kong
Stock Exchange and US stock market from 2018 to 2023 as research samples to empirically test the
impact of asset-light operation mode on corporate financial performance. Using a two-way fixed ef-
fects model for regression analysis, the results show that corporate profitability (ROA) is significantly
positively correlated with the degree of asset-lightness at the 5% statistical level, indicating that re-
ducing the proportion of fixed assets and focusing on core businesses helps improve capital return
efficiency. Further research finds that firm size has a significant negative moderating effect on the
above effect, that is, the performance improvement effect of asset-light operation decreases mar-
ginally with the expansion of firm size. Heterogeneity tests show that the positive performance
effect of asset-light operation is more significant for platform enterprises, while no statistically
significant effect is observed for non-platform enterprises. Robustness tests verify the reliability
of the research conclusions by lagging explanatory variables for two periods and excluding data
from special abnormal years. This study provides theoretical support and practical enlightenment
for e-commerce enterprises to optimize asset structure allocation under the background of digital
transformation.
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PLE ISR R S, BT H CEE BT CWE”, RS TEER R,
2. XEkEFiR
2.1. RHEFEERANARS LR

et i E A B AREE B IR Y « W ) TRNE . fESRIERt b, JETE/R - BRI A EERE
W SRR RSN 2B E R, AR RIE F R I AML, BT IR S
b ESUR, REsEI BRI B S EANE . BESCHE(012) RAMIR TIiX— IR, feHRH 1
AR DR, ERRIE. B RR BEARSEIE (1. FKIETH2022)8E—2 W55 M FE
MG AR B AV AORFAIE: JBh B o Py [E B o BRI LG 7e /8« MIMSURG R e 3 B 55 6] o

2.2. B FEHY

KT G =iz B AV 55 SRR, 2R FAEAE 3 B XIS FIEER(2012) LA /NG E T Al Ay
TG, RIVERTEF=8 ERHL KA T 2 0 E AR Q)AL 7 [FIH(ROE. ROA)EA B3 IE M5
M[2]e AR (2025)%: T 2013~2023 4F A Ji BT w808 ) SiEwt Fi /g th— 34t Bui s B
SRAGE S AT iR KR ERE JITE 1%K°F R EMSR[3]. FERAMZR5(2019) 0 M B13H
BANMAVIN, RIBREFEE R R 2R REZOI SRS aH, NS EEE TR
A FERH[ 7). SR, EBPAZEKIQ015) T E Tk AR T AR A, RIRR 7 iEE 5400
FHER I KAFEGT FRERIMICK R, UONTETE G EI A PR R I T 2R, B dtreig
EARGWG AT, ARG NBE SR (4], X —FERRIRAT, BT 50 % SR 0% R T RE AT MLARAE
M5

23. EEFARBE T

R P S S R R Bt e Ak, LB A B RV . BESCHE(Q2012)K “ EERM AR SRR BT
PR RN, SR I AR R CRBT . B R, B SEIN ShAS R BN B R
EMT A1 MOLHMETEQ)EE— B, BT SIKIL T 6 @it MM RN, HERBEHREAR
EHNV ARG, R e KL, AR EIERS]. ITFR, W & KB A 2L
A WA G HE 5T GREKIE, M. S E 57 GUBEE, R0 R LA B AR

24. ARIERERIYING

g BRSOk, BUATFARAAAERL R A H—, BIREARZE D THIEL., bS5,
OO B T A S 0SS T IR BN Z s L, SRR R R 5 SO R
K, A FF IS EA TR 0], EIFARES AT W RIT AL IR H =, A YU
KWETL 2 R E B HriE, SUDSGIESHE . T, ASCUEE T E R LW AR S, R
FRIEE NS ALV 55 SO RE N, I I N AR S AR B, S HL R AT ML B S A AR R AL
I i b AT RER (AE

3. ERpHTEMRME
31. REFREESUSSMEZERXMH)
RUPHEE BRI BRI T AR 5 TR, Wi B AR SR R AL . T e il

YATL/R * BiE(Michael E. Porter) T 1985 4E7E (Gad i) — P4, Mg sho AIEAE shA RS sh 2.
29 B4 P B8R N BEHR 22 (1992) 32 H A7 I B e 2 A FRE
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ME, HLsEd R F etk A, SNEREERIELHE™, MmARRE R~ 8N, XE

HARRERE T EHEA . MR, SR LA, AERIERREA S . 32737

FeRR, AR REZ O TIRANE RIS, SEMHESIIN 55U T. FeT i, ARSI S — T TR
Hi: B2 587738 8 0 R Al 55 S BAT (e 35 TE 1A 520

3.2. Al RR G E TR HE X W S5 R I R (H,)

AV IR AR B 188 5 S5 SUN IR R P I E E A A . A IBBUN, BB A &
Rigtew . PIKRIRERES, 5 FRIFRZCRIS: MMy K, ks EE . i E R
SUSGEN, B SRR SR R E NN, R T ISE L PRI e B2 B, O SR IR e R
Mapigate. HT ok, AR AR

Ho: il RS A7 1] 8 775 e B 70 78 0T f e A M U 55 SR R 5

4. It
4.1. HARZERNSHIELIE

AL 2018~2023 “EAE AR FLE I3, LA E A B W R 35 I T 6 B 7 45 A b N BT AR AT
FEAS . BB — I B X B A JE RIE T, B B B R s AT 3 T A UK [ fF 2 G R AL, il
PEPEGE R LA S, OB AR BT RIS B I SRS R A T R AP IR 5

FEARTRIE S AR N 1) BBk ST, *ST REERTEAF]: 2) AEREmEMI; 3) HIBRV % 8™ =
FRIIREA . B 2R 15 FEERMIAE 6 FFRIBLE 90 AN AF] - B . 9 R E fem,
FT A A AR 5% 95% 0 # b kAT 45 AL T (Winsorize). HI T3 77158 A R B 1E J5 RN [4], A
SORE O RS S 4 1) AR B AR I — AL BE . W S5 B R BORUE T Wind, EZOMNCE B AR g,
TE5E AWIIEREARTIE G, A SCHE— B IR GG BRI AT a0 N Ab3E: 1) NPRIFPE RS e v, X %48
AT IR, BIBRGE B, BN S B AR e W BOE T TG FE A 2) AR H A
B, B R A E  E EE HAR EHET R AL, 12 AR B S S A i S R T iR B S
T @ ek 3) THE ROA B FRAEH M RS = B8E 0 B, IR — P S8 M
AR AEE T2 AR ROA $845; 4) 76 TH 5 KM (Growth) i 75 48 FENLIN B KR, [RIRE DRI I A B 2%
A IMAE; 5) BERFEN(R&DMFAAE S 36k AR, BRI B2 AT B AR 4, (B A D EREAR T G
AR ER TR, 6) XA LA EAE 5%M 95% 7 fr K b 3HT 4 AL B (Winsorize), LAV B i
ERSRCIP RS iR s 7

42. TEENSNE

BEE NI, BREREEESE FHWEAMERKIEQ2015) [4]. EHEQ2025) 95 AW A: 1) #
AR BN B P U R (ROA), SR R 53 8 B = (0 LU, 1248 AR RS 65 25 45 S e Ak R F 42350
e AE FE RO . 2) RRBAR BN Y PR (LightAsset), % A W5, KM — k2 & % b
LR AT &, A R R s Al B P A AR R o 3) AR S T T, Al FAR (Size) B0 B8 7= (1) H SR % 4
B UG (Lev) R U 5t 5 B BE P2 LA . K (Growth) R BN IR I K2, iR $ A\ (R&D)
KR o S E RN LL E, B R 2 s S B S AR B . 4) AT Rl AT, AR E ST
£ MR UAR B (Platform), K GHRA RGBT R EE., P2 2)REN 1, HEER, BAE TSR
IRAE A 0.
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Table 1. List of variable definitions
F1. TEEN—RE

AR TELIR 75 WEFR £
WAL E  BIEER ROA VERE AP R iR A b M 555
fERE AR B BHIEE LightAsset 1 — (I 5 8 7= P A 5 7) {EROK, Br=iiz
T AR Al AR Size In (ABF7) [F) B A Sy i AP
AR E REAR & Platform 1= FEHwmEH, 0= Hith T 5B
At TR Lev R B R e 17 2 55 I
A E A Growth (REE — ERE sy DI E e R REEET
A2 RN R&D Tift % 3% FH & ki BEF AN
AZ HIR B%r® x & LightAsset x Platform LightAsset x Platform 16 6 20 ) 22
et A P T ARAY (1 A
R AR " Gl A R FeRRHT A
fi] 5 285 SR [ At A AR R FaH) 7 WL () 34
43. HEENEE

FERATH AL T AT, ASCHE eIt F AR 50 R0 5% 07 84 50068 ThIAR By 452 22 O 3 P P JEAT 1T . F A
BaE R (p=0.0323) 304 [ MARNA G IR, R MERBIME, AR A OLS il 5t
W2 I A R (p = 0.0023)FE 48 1 BEATL N A5 TR 5[] 58 RONAR TG 2R 48 22 5 A A B, 2 M T A
OE M e B RIS AT IR, A SO A RN A RO A r SR UL ] R RN AR R AT Al v

BR—: EHPARE

NI B I8 B LT 6 W 55 SR BRI (), AR SCBOE AR AL — o 25 AR SR P UL 170 i 5 28 7
A o g Pl oMb S22 T A B NS ()22 A0 FRORFAIE - 2, 42 ) 2 UL 5 P 353 10 B ) o

ROA, = a+ p LightAsset, + 5,Size, + f;Lev, + B,Growth, + B.R&D,+ 1, + 4, +¢, (1)

BRI = AR ARE
ARG i Ml R A5 R A 7 5 M 55 B IR R AR R TR F (H), A SCHEREAY — (¥ Al b 5] N B
P 5 AV AR S LI, AR AR o AR AR SR P L [ s R A 3K
ROA, = a + fLightAsset, + B,Size, + B, (LightAsset, xSize, )+ B,Lev,
+ pGrowth, + BR&D,, + 1, + 1, +¢,

BE=. RBRESHEL
NG B P B N W 55 SO e & R I B AR SN CP 6 B vs JB T S B IMAFAE 257, ASLE
MR = iZ A 5] N F & Y LR & (is_platform) Jz H 5 52 55 7= 1) 58 LI (LightAsset x is_platform). #
R INAK s w3, NIRRT MBS 6 RAEE T G ;A2 FfF R4 257 . HIEEIR
JSAE I3 AT A% o A 8 6 A1 T 22 S5 T AR AU S i e, LA LI 1 5 2R R UL AR B O S B 7] 22
PCIIRFAE, JCVEAE [ 52 RN At T, DRI ARR ATVR £ OLS [81VH, - [RJ A4 i €473 ] 22 25082 ANR A
WS [8) ot o
ROA, =a + pLightAsset, + f,is_platform, + S (LightAsseti,x is_platform, )+ > Year +ég, (3)

2
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5. SKEERS 1R
5.1. RS

LA A 5 5 AR EAE S, T [ AR R A A AR R 60 AN A E] - AR FERL
B, W 15 KEEARMIAE 2019~2023 4 [a] {1V A ECHE (o 4 DR s AR BRER %, [RII S B e e itk o A
AR IR T 5 0 2 B TR A OLS [al VA PR JG T 42 il Nk ] 5 08, PN NBE 22 W, 5 280k
AKERT5 A BARRRAREG A R WL 2. Horp: SR PG 45 R BoR: 1) ROA YA N-0.0315, #5
TEZE N 0.1834, R BIFEAIH A H s ALl 4 R 58 70 % 4 f 55 HL Al 18] 22 7 50K . 2) LightAsset ¥{E 4 0.9177,
PRAEZES 0.0708, TEHAREAS Al ] 52 557 5 Lo P 8.23%, BEF=Z5 AR, fFA AT i %
FRIZE I AREAE . 3) IR R 1H, Size ¥IMHN 6.4963, EiE T K. . NEIEFHRE A Lev 1
E5 0.5138, {HIR KIEHIE 0.9884, 15 k55 KU = Growth 5B 0.1305, FrifE ZHK(0.3334),
b K R . R&D YIME N 0.0449, AL T R A b ) 45 AR G135 e FE

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of research variables

2. MRTEMREAR ML
ZE =) IR e R B/ME BXE
BEPIR AR A ROA 60 -0.0315 0.1834 —0.6313 0.1535
BRI LightAsset 60 0.9177 0.0708 0.7692 0.9982
AV R R ) Size 60 6.4963 1.8022 3.4052 9.3666
BErE AN At (i IS ) Lev 60 0.5138 0.2125 0.2092 0.9884
DRS¢ =) Growth 60 0.1305 0.3334 —-0.5065 0.8115
ARG S) R&D 60 0.0449 0.0647 0.0000 0.2138
5.2. XM
Table 3. Correlation analysis of research variables
3. ARTEMEX S
A ROA LightAsset Size Lev Growth R&D
ROA 1.000
LightAsset 0.014 (0.914) 1.000
Size 0.168 (0.201)  —0.312(0.015) 1.000
Lev -0.302 (0.019)  —0.432 (0.001)  0.296 (0.022) 1.000
Growth 0.128 (0.330)  —0.034 (0.797)  0.348 (0.006)  0.037 (0.777) 1.000
R&D -0.399 (0.002)  0.262(0.043)  0.163(0.215)  —0.258 (0.047)  0.200 (0.125) 1.000

WA 2 (AR D AT s LR 3. MHCHE AT 45 R oK, LightAsset 5 ROA HIMERECH
0.014 {HAIE T B MR, RIFEAERIHAFERWEN T, B~ FE 5B AIRE )2 A A 2000 4
MK R, BHIAERTH, Lev 5 ROA TE 5%7/KF F R A = —0.302), Tt WV 25 AT AT = 48 )
7%, R&D 5 ROA £ 1%/KF b & #7MH 5%(r=—0.399), T SR BB E BN A % . Ak, Light-
Asset 55 Size 1F 5%7KF 53 AR (r = —0.312), LB R Al [ 5 %8 7 5 bl e i, X Al RE S H B0
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SEE RPN K LightAsset 5 Lev 7E 1%/KF B B2 UMK (r = —0.432), £GP ol 7K F 5
fi; LightAsset 5 R&D 7E 5%7K°F & IEAS(r = 0.262), Pt BHE %= b E 9 AR N .

B R AR B 2 I (1A 56 R4 0 B B KA 0.432 (LightAsset 5 Lev), KT 0.8 (UL, ¥ Kk
BRFRYANAE A 7™ 5 1) 2 5 SR 2Rk )
5.3. EVILER

ESEVEEE SR N

Table 4. Regression results summary table

F 4. EELERLCER

e (1) ROA XM (2) ROA 88 (3) ROA RJFR AT
2.0508%** 8.2239%* —0.3760
LightAsset_lag
(2.20) (2.48) (-1.52)
1.0115%*
Size lag
(1.79)
—1.1144%*
LightAsset x Size
(-1.83)
—2.9958%**
l.is_platform
(-3.09)
3.1743%**
Platform x LightAsset
(3.09)

Pt A S CL 2 il Sz

A7 I8 R Yes Yes Yes

MO ENE R A Yes Yes No

BOWILEAS 60 60 75
WG R? 0.3025 0.3478 0.2394

FE: wex oxx xS RIRIR p<0.01. p<0.05. p<0.1; FESANt1E.

1) ERAK: Hi

FEF HIAMA [ 52 2N ARG 8] 2 208 J5 . LightAsset lag (9 RZECA 2.0508, 7£ 5%/KF LR AIE.
KR GEREE 5% 508 B 23 EAK, RIS e g ARG, s i . SCR i
W Hio #EHIRETTH, Lev REE 5%/KF ERZE N, UM SATA & A Re /= AEdsfER . R&D
1 RHAE 1%KF ERBE R, SIS ER 80 T 0BT 23 2% AR08

2) WAHBRKK: H»

LightAsset _lag 5 Size lag 22 I [ RECN—-1.1144, 7F 10%/K°F LR E N X4 R 5% H 1
TR 50 BE AP RRSE= Az S 1) (U 1 RN o B BRI R — T RN, AR =1 U5 45 SRt
BT A FERUE AT TR B AR . S IFEA M, 1B = AMUER BT BUNI(Size_lag =
4.69). M (Size lag=6.50)F1% KA (Size lag=8.30). PFRAM4r%HI4 3.003. 1.012 F1-0.979, =
P IE S, IEMT R T AU HI 55 7E H .
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3) REERR: FEREEFERMKER

e B i B P IS N 0 55 B R 2 S R IR R 6 28 vs AR S BN IMAEEZE R, A SCRHR
B =TS . 2 5| NP & Y AR & (is_platform) Az 55 58 77 (1 22 LI (LightAsset_lag x is_plat-
form), I8 AE HL TR I 25 A PR A ARk 2 TR ) 22 e R B Siit = . LightAsset lag 5 is_plat-
form L HIM)REON 3.1743, £ 1%/KF ERERIE. RIFFEG BT 1E MR 2k 240N 2 2 58 T
JEF & R4

HixE, dEF6TAa(s platform=0), LightAsset lag I &% 8N-0.3760 EALEZE, MX T P&
A, B BB R E RN SR BE R, AR BB RE R X —E RS LR
CIE A:08

5.4. REMRE

NH R FIRTIE T AR M AT SEME, ACSCHAT DL R RRE AR G . 1) VMR A LR I, KA O R
BTG IAE TR, ERN T LightAsset RECH 2.787 (p<0.05), SFHEUMELEL—E AR A B IR
RECN-0.078, J7 A FUEAE I BRI . 2) HIBR 2020 AL DA HAREA G BB EE, ERN R
N 1.404 (T AIRAE, p=0.144), PITBAE EIRBCHN-0.557 T MIARE). 3) NGB R EZU%
SRR IR, KA EEIMER(CFO)B X ROA HHAT AT, CFO KM EFiE 5 [ & vt =4
HAETIHZ 12%) 55, FR08 R2ECN 1.14 (p = 0.055), TN A BI0REON-0.117 (7 A NFL, {HAE
R LRERE, SIAREVERIG/E RECT M B3 SREERDA R EE— 2, AR A S A
B R R AR AT IO T ORI, PR RN I A g AR R AR, AT DAY AR SRR ARG R B —
CIE AL

6. WIS

B, BEIEE BTG MG B IR . FEgE R4 R EOR, LightAsset [R5
4 2.0508, 7E 5% /K EREAIE, BB B i AR ] e 5= b, b THTIHIE D, $e T
PN, IR T SR ERSER . 456 O FON R B2 5 M ST L] A 99 (58 & AR PR AR FNIE
RUEHRTHEE) [9], AN B 72 i i 2 ( vp A SORLHEAT T WA S . SRR, B i %% ROA A A &
FIEFFM (B = 0.271, p = 0.003), RFZEIRZMIGMEERERNE. BRBEE 57 HFER
FIBER RIEGE T EARIAFI R ZEKTF(B = 2.105, p = 0.282), {HMEHE RET M —F, NFRMERT PRI K
YERMLHIFREE T 7 MR 7R

B, AEUBON R E  SROSON BAA S TR R o B UE R W (Resource-Based View, RBV)
AL RE, RS G0 AR T A B S v . DU B IR S5 R I 10]. Bt =is B A
bR PR B R, HAGOE TR AR BEARE R Tk, BR. AP XRRELRE™, kY
Wi WG BT AN . T N R A I B S B R A B 2T IR SR A, b
Aol HE DAFE B 55 7 A0S O 2 0E R B AR A L R 08 U BRAS SR I AN BE U, SEBl « DA/l
K7 WIATAF RS . SR, B AR 5K, B Al o0 B3R 1 B i SOz i R I R PR % o R A
A A H A AL N SRR IR AL 7, T H @ H S g E RN BRI A IR A
BTt “VRIN” BHE——AWMER . M. MELEEI . AT BRI . 5ORN B @R EL—1
BORGINE: BARATHIRANER, (HKIRE TN 7 550 FHE DL R I 2 b 0 05 . Bk, MR
KIIAMIESE “HIE” B TR RS G034, 1 ] < 5 58 7= A5 s 1 2 % i s B2 VAR 38 A 7 11 4.

5=, B PR SUSOENAE T G R AR G Bk 2 [ A7 AE B R e . MM SR FE R AL oK
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BRSO IE BT SRS i 26 P B v BRI B Y . SR, AR AL s R Ak ) e B AN
T AEARRES. WP E, EZOsis HETERIR. e, ff@sgErmi
77 SR I e R, R B AR A RE R HE DDA EANE G0 TR B R B E
T HI B Q3 AL I o SO T X It B A AR I R RE T, B fik - WIS 1T B P B
IR Z RS O B2, G IE T AT B, WP aLsr Rk E, Th
RN SESE XTI “dints” , BAMEFIMEQNEZE11]. H—, RN & Ok
RGO, KRR E B BN, T RIS RS L, AR RGRE T
GBI, 51T aRE. SOREMETLIE R M EMK12]; =, BB SMINREENT&
Ak BT PRI AR AL T B4 1 g A1) . EIRRHIE SRR ARE 17 & R A R B R 2l B O R
HIINAENLEE,

LREPTE, R R B RSOSARKE T A R A O E QISR 2 R T B A PLM 2 2%
PG AT B AL, RIRERCE B0 7 6 R DM BE R v kAt . DUB 2 fE
NS, WEEE R RARM @ R . X R S BB R R AE T b e BRI
EAMGINT, NOE LA SRR, RS AR E R R

7. &g BURARER

ASCLL 2018~2023 S E A e BRI B BT R HL T R S5 AL ORI SRR A, SR XU [ 5 R A
RISEAS IS 1 5 07 0 B 0 LR T B W S5 SO REM,  [RIIREER FE 1 i Ib RS A0 8 5 1 P S Al SR R ) S
JRYERCN, 5 H UR EEE S BB IEEXNHE T 6 W S S0CEAT 5%/ PR M2, EIHE T #
GBS R LR AT ML IRE s A URRAE =35 R R A R SR IR TR, B SRR T RN A A2
ABRIBRAEFIE, h/NERT L S bR, KBS “HE” AT, BB ST
BORNAFAE VSRR 22 57, 16 R AL (e B (e b AR B R 28, AR 6 2R ol 7 DA (R 7 i 2 i 1 ]
FERR, BB M AR,

BT R, ASCR AT PR A SRR B RIS TR, R B SE T
BRI RS R KRR ALHE “B7 5 “57 ZRFRPE, BEDi. e
S R P MR A TR R R WU R /N Ak IE R L SRR BT IR, e
EIERE R, SR v LR BT AL, BB E APPSR T GO E R, NOGER B4, BlE
TURGUAPE N B BLRE ST, Zxes T Aol (KK YT AT KP4 5 it fig

AT LT RR: FEARBIRT LW AR, RigMa KRR Ll dl; KX ARG
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