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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the digital economy, e-commerce live streaming has emerged as a new form of
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business and is developing rapidly. The diversification of streamers’ income forms and the complexity
of business models pose challenges to the traditional individual income tax system and collection
and management mechanisms, which are primarily based on the offline economy. In recent years,
frequent cases of tax evasion by streamers highlight the inadequacy of the current tax system in
terms of income nature identification, tax category application, tax source monitoring, and taxpay-
ers’ compliance awareness. From the three dimensions of tax system design, tax collection and man-
agement, and taxpayer compliance awareness, this paper systematically reviews the core issues
facing the individual income tax regulation of e-commerce live streamers, including the definition
of the nature of live streaming tips, the overlap of tax categories between service remuneration and
business income, the misuse of the presumptive taxation policy, the lack of clarity in identifying with-
holding agents, the inadequacy of tax-related information sharing mechanisms, and the weak aware-
ness of taxpayers regarding voluntary declaration. Drawing on existing research, the paper pro-
poses optimizing the mixed income tax model combining comprehensive and categorical taxation,
clarifying the criteria for determining business income, promoting the digital and intelligent trans-
formation of tax collection and management, improving the tax-related information sharing mech-
anism and tax jurisdiction rules, and strengthening tax publicity and penalties. It aims to regulate
streamers’ taxpaying behavior through the “visible hand,” safeguard national fiscal revenue, and pro-
mote the healthy development of the platform economy under the principle of tax equity.
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