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Abstract

From the perspective of new quality productivity, this study empirically examines the impact of dig-
ital trade on regional economic resilience, its mechanisms, and heterogeneity characteristics. Based
on China’s provincial panel data from 2015 to 2023, a two-way fixed effects model and a mediation
effect model are employed for analysis. The findings indicate that digital trade significantly en-
hances regional economic resilience, a conclusion that remains robust after endogeneity treatment
and multiple robustness tests. Mechanism analysis reveals that new quality productivity plays a
crucial mediating role in the impact of digital trade on regional economic resilience, yet the effects
of its dimensions exhibit temporal differences. Specifically, digital trade strengthens economic re-
silience by improving labor quality and promoting the digitalization of labor objects, while its effect
on the means of labor is subject to a lag. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the enhancing effect of
digital trade on regional economic resilience has become significantly stronger since 2018, driven
by national strategies. This effect is more pronounced in regions with relatively weak industrial
foundations and in the eastern region, while in the central and western regions, digital trade pri-
marily exerts an indirect effect by enhancing new quality productivity. This study provides theoret-
ical basis and policy reference for improving regional economic risk resistance through the syner-
gistic development of digital trade and new quality productivity.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics
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Table 2. Baseline regression results
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Table 3. Instrumental variable (IV-2SLS) estimation results
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Table 4. Robustness test results
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Table 5. Heterogeneity analysis results
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Table 6. Mechanism test results
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Table 7. Mechanism test results by dimensions of new quality productivity
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