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Abstract

With the rapid development of the digital economy, the phenomenon of “big data-enabled price dis-
crimination” has increasingly become a focus of social concern. While big data technology brings
convenience to consumers, it also raises concerns about platform enterprises engaging in price dis-
crimination. To gain a deeper understanding of and effectively respond to such practices, this paper
first systematically reviews the definition, typical characteristics, and common manifestations of big
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data-enabled price discrimination, and then proceeds to analyze the underlying price discrimination
mechanisms. The study reveals that: 1) big data-enabled price discrimination is essentially a form
of differentiated pricing implemented by platforms using big data technology; 2) it falls under the
category of third-degree price discrimination, which, although conducive to increasing corporate
profits, is subject to certain implementation constraints; and 3) it has extensive and far-reaching
economic and social impacts. Based on the above analysis, this paper proposes corresponding pol-
icy implications and recommendations for addressing the issue of big data-enabled price discrimi-
nation.
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Table 1. Forms of “Big Data Price Discrimination”
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Figure 1. Diagram of third-degree price discrimination
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