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Abstract

The vigorous development of e-commerce has opened up new possibilities for the living transmission
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of intangible cultural heritage. Taking Taishan Shadow Puppetry, a national-level intangible cul-
tural heritage item, as a case study, this research explores, from a communication studies perspec-
tive, the theoretical logic and practical pathways through which e-commerce platforms empower
the living transmission of intangible cultural heritage. The study adopts literature analysis and case
study methods to systematically examine the historical development and contemporary dilemmas
of Taishan Shadow Puppetry, and further constructs innovative pathways for e-commerce-enabled
transmission. The research finds that Taishan Shadow Puppetry faces multiple dilemmas such as
shrinking audiences and lagging communication channels, the root cause of which lies in the dis-
junction between the “locality” of its cultural transmission and the “universality” of society. Through
four dimensions—content innovation, channel expansion, user participation, and brand building—
e-commerce platforms can reconstruct the communication methods of intangible cultural heritage,
facilitating its identity expansion from “local knowledge” to “shared cultural wealth.” This study
aims to provide reference and insights for the communication innovation of local intangible cultural
heritage in the digital era.
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