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Abstract
Driven by the dual strategies of digital village construction and rural revitalization, rural e-commerce
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has become an important field for returning college students to participate in rural governance.
Based on field research in Qin’an County, Gansu Province, this paper systematically examines the
practical patterns of returning college students’ participation in rural e-commerce. The study finds
that returning college students primarily enter the rural e-commerce sector by establishing e-com-
merce enterprises and participating in digital governance, and have played a positive role. However,
in practice, they still face dilemmas such as insufficient participation motivation, lack of professional
competence, and low participation intensity. The underlying causes lie in inadequate incentive mech-
anisms, disconnected training systems, and weak social recognition. To address these dilemmas, it
is necessary to closely align with the actual conditions of Qin’an County’s characteristic industries,
improve incentive mechanisms, strengthen capacity cultivation, and enhance social recognition,
thereby providing institutional guarantees for returning college students to deeply participate in
rural e-commerce and contribute to rural revitalization.
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