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Abstract

Against the backdrop of deep integration between the digital economy and rural revitalization strat-
egies, college students returning to their hometowns to engage in agricultural e-commerce entre-
preneurship has emerged as a significant trend. This study employs network observation method-
ology to conduct a longitudinal analysis of 15 college student entrepreneurial accounts on TikTok
platform, systematically examining key challenges during startup phases and adaptive strategies.
Research findings reveal a hierarchical structure of entrepreneurial dilemmas: surface-level tech-
nical constraints in content production and traffic acquisition, intermediate structural barriers in
supply chain management, and deep-seated psychological tensions related to identity recognition.
Addressing these challenges, the study identifies three evolutionary pathways—from narrative trans-
formation at the content level to risk mitigation in product selection, and resource network construc-
tion at the operational level —demonstrating a progression from “survival-oriented” to “growth-ori-
ented” strategies. The research theoretically elucidates the hierarchical nature of entrepreneurial
challenges faced by returning students and their dynamic adaptation processes, while providing
empirical evidence for optimizing entrepreneurial support policies and enhancing entrepreneur-
ship education in higher education institutions.
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Table 2. Observing categories and operational definitions
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