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Abstract

Drawing on a sample of 45 Chinese-language publications, this paper employs a systematic literature
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review methodology that combines searches on China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
with step-by-step screening and thematic coding, providing a systematic overview of the conceptual
boundaries, research trajectory, core issues and future directions of the e-commerce economy. Ex-
isting research indicates that the e-commerce economy has evolved from a mere innovation in
transaction methods into a significant force driving the upgrading of foreign trade, corporate inno-
vation and digital transformation, county-level economic growth, rural revitalisation, the reshaping
of consumer behaviour, and industrial chain synergy. Relevant findings are primarily distributed
across sectors such as cross-border e-commerce, rural e-commerce, live-streaming and social e-
commerce, platform governance and supply chains. Overall, the research exhibits a strong policy-
driven character, with its mechanisms of action largely centred on pathways such as information
sharing, optimised resource allocation, alleviation of financing constraints, integration of produc-
tion factors, industrial chain synergy and institutional openness. Although existing literature has
continuously expanded its research scope, it still faces issues such as unclear conceptual bounda-
ries, a lack of unified measurement standards, an overemphasis on positive effects whilst paying
insufficient attention to negative externalities, and relatively weak integration of microdata and
cross-level data. Consequently, this paper argues that future research should continue to advance
in areas such as theoretical integration, indicator systems, data sources, methodological combina-
tions, and applications to the Chinese context, thereby facilitating the transition of e-commerce eco-
nomic research from an issue-based accumulation towards a more systematic construction of
knowledge.
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