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Abstract

Under the advancement of rural revitalization and common prosperity strategies, returning youth
entrepreneurs have become a core force in the development of rural e-commerce. Based on institu-
tional entrepreneurship theory, this paper views returning youth as institutional entrepreneurs who
actively identify institutional opportunities, integrate institutional resources, and break through in-
stitutional constraints, exploring the driving mechanisms, practical challenges, and optimization path-
ways of their-led rural e-commerce models for promoting common prosperity in rural areas. The study
finds that returning youth-led e-commerce can contribute to common prosperity through three mech-
anisms: empowering farmers to increase income, activating rural industries, and promoting urban-
rural integration. However, in practice, they face institutional friction, manifested as issues such as
ineffective policy implementation, insufficient financial support, weak intellectual property protec-
tion, high traffic costs, and superficial engagement with local culture. To address these challenges, this
paper proposes countermeasures from three aspects: policy finance, original content protection,
and cultural heritage preservation, aiming to optimize the institutional ecosystem, promote the high-
quality development of returning youth-led e-commerce, better leverage its role in connecting and
supporting farmers, and advance common prosperity.
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