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Abstract

Cross-border e-commerce, as a new form of trade, plays an important role in promoting China’s dual
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circulation of domestic and international markets and driving high-quality economic development.
This paper constructs a quasi-natural experiment based on the establishment of China’s Cross-bor-
der E-commerce Comprehensive Pilot Zones. Using panel data from 288 cities across China from
2010 to 2023, we employ a staggered difference-in-differences model to systematically examine the
impact of CBEC Pilot Zone policies on high-quality economic development and its underlying mech-
anisms. The findings indicate that: the CBEC Pilot Zone policy significantly enhances the level of
high-quality economic development, and this conclusion remains robust after parallel trend tests,
placebo tests, and other robustness checks; the policy promotes high-quality economic develop-
ment through industrial structure upgrading and the expansion of openness to the outside world;
and the positive effect of the CBEC Pilot Zone policy is more pronounced in cities with a rational
industrial structure and sound market mechanisms. This study provides a reference for better lev-
eraging CBEC Pilot Zone policies to promote high-quality economic development.
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Table 1. Evaluation index system of high-quality economic development
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics
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AR R HEA ¥ifE bk /ME RKME
HQD 20 R R R R A TR 4032 0.085 0.060 0.034 0.689
DID BUR B & 4032 0.154 0.361 0.000 1.000
Rat Pl g A, 4032 2323 0.140 1.831 2.846
Upg Pl R AL 4032 1.183 0.630 0.109 6.243
Fdi XTAMFE K 4032 0.183 0.291 0.000 2.547
Den WA 4032 16.599 0.972 13.872 19.973
Hum NITBEAIKF 4032 0.018 0.019 0.000 0.120
Fin B R 77 4032 0.132 0.107 -0.010 0.806
Gov BURF PR 4032 0.210 0.105 0.056 0.872
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Table 3. Benchmark regression results
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Figure 1. Parallel trends test
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Figure 2. Results of the placebo tests
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Table 4. Regression results of excluding interference from other policies
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Table 5. Robustness test
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e \E
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Table 6. Heterogeneity test
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Table 7. Test of the moderating effect
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