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Abstract

Since the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy, rural e-commerce has become an im-
portant engine for promoting the transformation and upgrading of agriculture and increasing farm-
ers’ income, and the related research literature has grown rapidly. This paper takes 906 core re-
search articles on rural e-commerce published in China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
from 2017 to 2026 as samples, and uses CiteSpace for scientific measurement and visualization anal-
ysis to systematically sort out the research hotspots, evolution paths and frontier trends in this field.
The results show that the number of published articles presents a three-stage characteristic of ini-
tial exploration, rapid growth and high-level fluctuation, which is highly coupled with policy hotspots
such as digital villages and live-streaming for rural assistance. “Rural revitalization” and “rural e-
commerce” constitute the dual core keywords, and the research themes can be summarized into
four major sections: core themes, support systems, driving mechanisms and benefit evaluations.
The evolution path has gradually shifted from policy response to system construction, mechanism
deepening and value assessment. The burst word analysis shows that the research hotspots have
shifted from early “poverty alleviation” and “targeted poverty alleviation” to “e-commerce live-stream-
ing”, and then to the current empowerment stage dominated by “digital economy”. The existing lit-
erature still shows deficiencies in theoretical construction, methodological diversity and interdis-
ciplinary integration. In the future, it is necessary to strengthen forward-looking demand predic-
tion, theoretical innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration, and deepen research in areas such
as digital technology empowerment, inclusive development and common prosperity, to provide
support for the construction of a knowledge system of rural e-commerce with Chinese characteris-
tics.
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Figure 2. Trend of publication volume
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Figure 3. Co-occurrence graph of keywords
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