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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the deepening rural revitalization strategy, rural e-commerce has entered
a stage of high-quality development, yet it faces practical bottlenecks such as weak interactivity,
low organizational capacity, and insufficient branding. Digital media, leveraging its hub function
and technological advantages, serves as a critical pathway to propel rural e-commerce from scale
expansion to high-quality development, thereby contributing to comprehensive rural revitalization.
Represented by county-level integrated media centers, digital media—with their interactive, open,
and nodal characteristics, as well as inherent strengths in data acquisition and utilization, credibil-
ity endorsement, and media performance—are increasingly becoming pivotal forces in empower-
ing the upgrading of rural e-commerce. This paper systematically analyzes the operational logic of
digital media empowering rural e-commerce from three dimensions: intrinsic mechanisms, practi-
cal explorations, and real-world challenges. It proposes three optimization pathways to address the
existing dilemmas of rural e-commerce: institutional-driven optimization of the rural e-commerce
ecosystem to clarify the role boundaries of government, media, and the market; implementation of
context-specific precision empowerment strategies to create differentiated rural characteristic brands;
and integration of channel resources to bridge the digital divide and cultivate rural e-commerce
talents—Homo sapiens—who are “technologically adept, willing to stay, and capable of driving pro-
gress.”
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