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Abstract

At present, China is in a critical period of industrial structure transformation, and the country has
invested enough attention to the development of the digital economy, but the epidemic context
has had a huge impact on the local real economy. The digital economy can be separated from the
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restrictions of the epidemic and promote the adjustment of industrial structure and employment
structure, enabling more ordinary people to be flexibly employed. Therefore, based on the context
of epidemic outbreak in megacities, this paper investigates the relationship between digital economy
and flexible employment, discusses the current situation of flexible employment in the context of
epidemic outbreak and the problems that still need to be solved, constructs the econometric mod-
els of digital economy index (DEI) and inter-provincial trade volume (IPT), and conducts robust-
ness tests to verify the positive orientation of digital economy and flexible employment on local
economy in the context of epidemic outbreak.
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Table 1. Digital economy index evaluation index system
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics for key variables
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Table 3. Results of benchmark regression for relevant variables
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