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Abstract

ESG evaluates the contribution of enterprises in promoting sustainable economic development and
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fulfilling social responsibility in three non-financial dimensions: environment, society and govern-
ance. Because of its high degree of compatibility with China’s sustainable development strategy and
the “dual carbon” target, ESG reports are increasingly valued by information users. The 14th Five-
Year Plan has pointed out the development direction for the cultural industry. As one of the im-
portant forces in cultural construction, it is crucial to analyze the current situation of ESG reporting
in the publishing industry. This paper analyzes the deficiencies in the reports of listed companies
in the publishing industry and puts forward the optimization suggestions such as changing the man-
agement idea and raising the degree of attention; unifying the ESG standard by combining with the
requirements of the development of the publishing industry; and improving the disclosure quality
of the ESG reports to provide more investment guidelines, which are aimed at providing experience
for the improvement of ESG disclosure of publishing enterprises in China.
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Figure 1. The release of CSR/ESG reports of listed companies in China’s publishing industry
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Table 1. Statistics on the length of ESG/CSR reports of 19 listed companies
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Table 2. Publish CSR/ESG reports for more than 5 years in a row, and publish the content involved in listed companies
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Table 3. Comparison of the rating systems of mainstream ESG institutions in China
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