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Abstract

Using the data of China’s A-share listed companies during the 10-year period from 2012 to 2021, this
paper uses the dual fixed effect model to explore the impact of digital transformation on the cost of debt
financing. The results show that digital transformation can significantly reduce the cost of corporate
debt financing; digital transformation can reduce the cost of debt financing for firms by reducing cus-
tomer concentration.
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1. 5|

2012 4F, SE[E EFREEILE A (1BM)Se BT AR A B T BORIT L Stia 77, R
FHE TR L, BRI S A, ANTIA BB AL TE S I H K. DA W7 2
T TR ZT AR B, BRSSP, AR Mz tdE, FRER
AXSFRILSE, AL BRI E, 1 A BRTRE ), S Al UK, BETTde Tkl B [1]. ik,
Hor A R TT LA A A5 B3R, (B BB AR, HRE BB, MBRRARSERR. FHE
50T BB SR G AR A R FRAE A, SRR, T4 A "R B A Rk [2]. &
Ja, AEEENFURIL, BT R BT b SR AL B 7 MR RS L SG9R ORE  gR fa E TE 4
N[B1[4]. &b, BT LRI A . 58 ARNAEL, INsR N4 5%, WMo, BT
I TR 75 2o X Al A5 55 Rl B AR 7P 2R 7 Aalb 228 KRS A2 RN 5 55 b B A i IR L R 3, T
AR r R WAl KRS 2 SO B B AR, 7 A e R A v Al A A i e B v 4 KU [5], Bk
BRIIBNSEIL T 3 JFARAR T RAAL, AT LAY RS ) iz OB BE R 4%, Af 4l RE 0% i fnh 31 4
BRE T, AATCAR A RE A pr, RHEEAL R T @R, TR AR, ARSI T, R
MR PR RRE R, AT R AR AR b 8 X . A, 5 S b B AR BT e 70 5 50 55 R 8 B A
K19 2 PR B0 3 R A RN e 2

STk, ARSCRI] 2012~2021 SF A A BREETT 2 m) RO, SR 00 [ R RONI AR R PR ST A e R
15155 Rl B A IO RE M A S A LB . WA B, B AR R mT DUA B AR Al (K 653 5 R B A, L i
62 W7 M T TR e o e I 7 8 v PR SR B IR b ) 53 95 R 0% BAS o ARSI FE o iRAE T2 — 2 R I,
FE TR TS GBS AT, s PR BN E, RAMEE RRK
Soblile RSB L, SRt T FRARGTS R BT R AR AN T % A AR AT A e T,
H AP BORBERAR A RSP 8 bR, BRAR A5 55 R 0% A

2. Bt 5MRfR

(—) BFNER SHEFBE A

Br BRI 51 7 R TR B e R TAE DT 3K[6], AR T3 mt 55 N 5 TAE R I FEAR I 55
F A R, B BE R RN M 55 R G AT R BT Aol I 55 TARRCR, BT DR S e LA
ErE AL AR AR, AT $a 8, Sl S5 iasett, F34h, KRB AT DO il i) B it 5 ik
08T, RIAR Sl S R i AL B e A4S B S e R A DRSS, AT DU AR T Alk 3 e
B, Pt ek, IR 55 X [7]. BrrsoRiR AN b 2Bl i, AR T
SRS kIR 15 BB 22 [8], SRR S 1Ak 2 8 BURMU A RERT 5, JFE BN TR ReSEin
Al RS EAT PFA AT DL R M Ak 5 e AL 2 RIS R ASAR, FRARIRAT S5 LA g 15 5T
178191, AR, Wi 55T G 0 M BUR LB BRI AP0 J T AT ML AR 55 I [10] [11], {5 4lk
R GE AN T S IR T IXIOMIZ R 190 A, ) DAL AE W b AT Bl 55 I B, ROR AT 7 IR F) AR RIS 5 FAS
MMTZEAR T b Bh B 2R Ak, By A R mT DLRRAR Aol ) 45 55 Al B AeAS -

g b, S B 1
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H1: Hr b B my DR AR A5 45 Rl T AR

(Z) BPEFER PR

— 7, BUFERWTZ AR T S I SEREV R, e 7XRE P . EE, 3
FAUFERGES M . N TR AR EAE SR AT T A2, RS IRmaai[12], Bk
RegSE pTiEIE il SEREIHRE JI[13]. HR, BFAE ARG % P 8dE, SRS A,
WEIETER P, BARE PP E. e, B ARam TEEEE, w7 a5 h/ g 2\
FEAXFR, ST R NE P A EREL4], SRR T R PR . B0, B PR BRI
R, HAEP I E b 28 AR, ATTHE @ i 5 Al ot A . R S BRI R
g, MEMSRIGI[S]: B KRF S RARLIEGES G e g FA1E, i a B NI & ik 1
PR, BN 55 R [15] [16]0 BbAk, Al K& PN EIE B80T [ e A ME B AT, —HK
BIR, IREETE PN LNE, SN A

gi b, PR R FEUBCR IS KRR 25 R BT, 38 N1 55 fhst siAs, i A e s ALaE
BEARKT R P RS, A B T PR S At oA . DRI, 4R R 2:

H2: B B mr DU I PR 7 4 r 2 R B AR Al P 15 55 R 55 A o
3. Wseigit

(—) BEREFESHIERE

AT B A R i [ B LA 2 7] (IBM) T 2012 E4R H, A S EL 2012~2021 4] [E A i BT
AFUABEFE R, B IE N E 25 % (CSMAR) A FE . R (R 5 vl St R g e fadaett, WAL T
PARfE: 1) SIREmAERATWAEA, 2) MIER*ST. *PT E&E AR KT 1 A FEEE: 3) Nk
FAEXT AR, B BRERRAE, FE0TIES R BT 198 99% 7 (7 [ 4h B AL FE . Feék, 193 25,046
ANBEA IR o

(Z) REEX

1) BB AR R RS M IAR . AL SHZ T FIXF 9155 45 Blst sA W TF 87772, BRI 4
%5 B o Al A AR S 47 £55 6 (B3R L 100 SFeffiy 2 £ 55 ik % AR

2) fRFRAS R B, A % RARSE LTV & B S (18] M es:, RE BT A AR T AL
TR B RIS T A B + 1 U BOR R R B AL B R K, AR, B b e AR
TR AN SO R 0 B A B B SRR RS T B R U T CSMAR Bl B, LU B -

3) AR FUEPE . AU SRS [19]GE, A AT TR E A BN b H kA &
b PAETRERE, AT, B AL R E SRS AR TR R, A RS .

R (Icc) = HT LR B B A R Al B

4) P AR B o AT A 3 E AN AR [20] 0] 53 55 Rl B AR S PR 2R AR A, S T DL R i AR
ATV, LA RARAE . Ktk . W iR, EHERAR, RIRARE . B IRER, &
BT SAEER, Ah, ARSOR IR A AT N LR .

BARAR B UL 1o

Table 1. Variable definition table
F1l TEENER

Bl eyt ALK RS A e L
=] %P =
R 45 A Cost (FIE Xt + Fefth + HAh s 3 H)

VA B AR x 100
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R
fl R & PR ia] Dig B G B OGRS B + 1 U
AR E wPETE lec AT RE P BB + s
2\ F R Size A lb s B = SRR B
W& TR Cfo SEWHMETRE + ERAY
Al R A A Growth A ENR IR A K 2
PEPE A 2R Lev gl = Al
P CELYS S Mfee A+ EAIN
KA 4 5 Occupy FABLRYGR + A=
SB I Roa HWRNE + FREE™
PSSP Tat RN + B
Ay Year R R
ik Industry AT AR
(2) BRI

NBGAEMR R 1, R (1).
Cost;, = a, + o, Dig;  + a 2. Controls;  + 2. Year + 2 Industry + ¢ ,

NEAERRBL 2, RS GBI IR0 07T, MEB2). (3).
Icc,, = 5, + B,Dig;  + f2.Controls, , + > Year + 2 Industry +¢; ,

Costl; =y, +,Dig; +y,lcc;  +y 2 Controls, , + > Year +2 Industry +&; ,

BRI (1)~(3)H, Controls fURIZHIL &, ¢ NBEHLRZDL | Fondl, tRRER . 5 R/ o BF N,
WML 1 FRaLs 45 28 Ay, PR, % P SR v B A 7 vh RN, B 2 BT

4, SCHEST AR
(—) fREGH

%2 R VAR RKIR RS B R BRI T EME Y 1.89, A #Ch 1.656, FRfEERT 1, &
HIREA Aol (57 55 ik 5% FAS ZE BRBOR HBE Il AT o By (L Iy 1.438, mrf gl 1.099, HiHIK
2 Al AR BEAT BT BURAZ B A A e i . 2 P B B ME D 0.313, o KME N 0.975, R

FEARAN % AT RS, AT FLR R DTHRE) 30% % 97.52% M8 BN . AV R bRt 25 K T 1,

il A BB B

Table 2. Descriptive statistical results

F 2. HRMFEITER

B (EFINs 5L HR AL Frife 2= e/ MH B KAH
Cost 25,046 1.890 1.656 1.505 0.000 6.968
Dig 25,046 1.438 1.099 1.406 0.000 5.100
Icc 25,046 0.313 0.253 0.221 0.012 0.975
Size 25,046 22.220 22.040 1.272 19.890 26.190
Cfo 25,046 0.049 0.048 0.067 -0.161 0.240
Growth 25,046 0.177 0.112 0.401 -0.573 2.609
Lev 25,046 0.417 0.408 0.201 0.053 0.900
Mfee 25,046 0.088 0.071 0.069 0.008 0.455
Occupy 25,046 0.015 0.007 0.023 0.000 0.151
Roa 25,046 0.036 0.037 0.065 -0.299 0.195
Tat 25,046 0.607 0.518 0.399 0.073 2.427
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(D) ZEMLHESHRERE

NG UE AR B (R AH OGN e 22 B IRk vl JL, A ST ] Stata 17 BEAT 1 B REMHSCHERT IR AT VIF k5.
ZER WA 3N 4, B AR SRR BRA RIAHSC R EON-0.171, 1 1%/K 7 L3, R HEH
TR VIF KIS R KE Y 1.83, 18T 10, RUIMRACE Z (A AFAE)™ B 2 B AL 2R 1 1] .

Table 3. Results of correlation analysis

=3 EXMOIER

A Costl Dig Size Cfo Growth Lev Mfee Occupy Roa Tat
Cost 1

Dig  -0.171™ 1

Size 0.164™" 0.028™* 1

Cfo —0.054™" -0.032""  0.070™" 1

Growth  —0.082"" 0.033™* 0.039™  0.024™" 1

Lev 0.364™" -0.058"™"  0.510™" -0.165"" 0.019™" 1

Mfee —0.060™" 0.075™  -0.349"™" -0.121™" -0.120"" -0.264™" 1

Occupy  0.112™ 0.071™ 0.082™* -0.154™" —-0.035™" 0.217"" 0.041™" 1

Roa -0.294™"  -0.011™" 0.010"  0.393™ 0.228"" -0.352"" -0.199™" -0.193"" 1
Tat 0.013"* 0.046" 0.060™*  0.120™ 0.081™" 0.153"" -0.424"" -0.004™ 0.117" 1

VE: L TR IR ORAE 1% 5%F1 10%7KF F R, TR

Table 4. VIF test results
4 VIF RIEGER

A VIF UVIF
Lev 1.83 0.545
Size 1.56 0.639
Roa 1.55 0.645
Mfee 1.50 0.667
Tat 1.28 0.780
Cfo 1.22 0.817
Occupy 1.08 0.922
Growth 1.08 0.927
Dig 1.04 0.964
Mean VIF 1.35

(2) BERER

1) ZEAEREIBASER

5 G THA MR SRR AR REIAGS R FEHEEEF, FIQ)RMAERIE R, Fh
AT 2N, B b e R [0 9 R $0N—0.183, 7F 1%7K°F E 2 2 6k oG, R Ib 567 5657 55 mh
BEAS B2 ARG FIQMMAERIALR)E, BIHRHCH-0.166, 5EE A FI(3)d— L IMAF 4 F
ATV B E RS, R R 5% 22 -0.076, (HAKIR 2 (ARG, [RIVASE BRI, 2 e das il s & K 8 e AU
B A T 5 57 55 Al R AR IH 235 R OG, B0 TR 1. &RUF R X b, FIR) R BB A F B FE 1
b1, 5355 Rl AR FEAIS 7.6%.
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Table 5. Benchmark regression results

F 5. FERFLER

G @) @ @)
Dig -0.183"" -0.166™" -0.076™"
(—28.51) (—28.08) (-10.74)
Size 0.026™" 0.031"
(3.04) (3.69)
Cfo 1.672"" 1.131™
(10.53) (7.15)
Growth -0.129"" -0.095™"
(-5.40) (—4.08)
Lev 2.028™" 2.231™
(31.93) (35.02)
Mfee —0.273 -1.171""
(-1.60) (-6.30)
Occupy 2.073™ 3.271™
(4.21) (6.76)
Roa -5.044"" —4.940™"
(=25.90) (—25.60)
Tat -0.03 -0.245™"
(-1.17) (-8.34)
B 2.153™ 0.848™" 1.742"
(151.60) (4.65) (8.69)
Year/Industry No No Yes
N 25 046 25 046 25046
adj. R? 0.029 0.195 0.263

2) IR SR

AR A R I 2 7 B rp RS2 e lL A 55 R TR A, IR EE T R SR TY AG IR R st 2. K
LR 6 Fon, By SR P ETEREIE REON-0.014, £ 1%K7 EEE, RPN E
F PR AL K P BRI . b b iR, B SR R R R B0 0.221, Hrr ki [l A &
H0u-0.073, ¥IfE 1%K 1 L83, RUIECT R R I AR 7 7 R R 3 PRI S5 R B A, BRIE T
Rk 2, Rz G mp BEAE R A0 T BRAR 52 55 i 8 A IR i A2 R 21078 23 R A

Table 6. Regression results of mediating effect

= 6. PAYREVALER

Bl Icc Cost
Dig —0.014™" -0.073™
(-12.93) (-9.91)
Icc 0.221™"
(5.34)
Controls Yes Yes
HR 1.123™ 1.494™
(38.08) (7.50)
Year/Industry Yes Yes
N 25046 25046
adj. R? 0.21 0.264
594 oA
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(M) Fefatekis
1) PR BUi b —3RIE(2SLS) . ufaiil S al PR 1), g B A R — 33 5 T(Dige) 1 T RAZ
B, EEEHBLERA R 7 I RIEIEEER, B A {E (Dig) i) A #09-0.069 HAE 1%/KT
E&E, RYEEH R AR AN EE RS, ORISR
2) B R AR R . A SOR BTSSRl BT SCA SR B B9 I 55 9 5 8 St ) EU 1 A 48 Dy R I S o il
TETRILES], [BAZERIE 7 51Q)F7m, By AR E)A R H08-0.082 HAE 19%/K°F L&, W5
wha .
3) AR Oyt IR TE A R AR, A SCHE B 15 (Balance) « & B Z £ B L 1l (Mhold)
ANEE — RIBARFF LBl (Top ) R u i A, 45 Rl T42 7 50(3), SonBiry (b AL [ml )3 R H08 1
HE3, R FTEE LT,

>
ps )

+
=

Table 7. Robustness test results
F7. REMRESER

(1) 2SLS (2) BEHHERTE (3) hniEHIARE
ZE :
Dig Cost Cost
Dig —0.069™" —0.082™" —0.078™"
(-7.19) (-8.03) (-10.73)
Digt-1 0.846™"
(201.95)
Balance —0.166™"
(-8.67)
Mhold —0.273™"
(-5.78)
Topl —0.016™"
(~19.40)
Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes
Gig el —0.294™* 1.388" 1.277 2.257"
(-2.63) (6.08) (4.73) (-11.32)
Year/Industry Yes Yes Yes Yes
N 19870 19870 25046 25046
adj. R? 0.790 0.246 0.165 0.277

5. GRSEN

AL ABCFAIE AN FHL, DR 2012~2021 4F A [ BT A mIEERIREA,  SSIERTEG T AU AR Y
X555 R B RAS IS, JF AR BL IR R EART 2 P AR B R A RN, HNRT LA IR IR B, BTl
FEART DU 2 PRI G S A BT AR o 55—, MU AR B mT LI I AR B 7 4 v PSR B AR Al 19 5 55 ik %
BA . ARIETFFLEL, FEh DU R SR

1) 51 Al F AL HC T RO 653 55 R BT RAS IR o % BT 20 W) N ROR BB A B B A PR AR 55
ERRA R, AR N KR, IRECT RN, HES AR (5 AR ISR ANI 55 R ST
e, DACAE S B Wit E AR B SRS AU B e s, RTHE B RCR, FERR B AR
(RI5Z 5 A FURUSE KT, AT BEEAR 5 55 R 5% BAS

2) EERSMETK, WA WK WHURY, By A R BRAR e 7 4R P A AR AR A5
SR RA . AL BOE I B EOR T R AT A R QU e, S MERER, RSB R
FU BEARR R T IR, RSB AR R, YRR 5T 55 Al B A U TR

i

A
fiE
H
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