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Abstract

With the deepening of the concept of sustainable development, Environmental, Social, and Govern-
ance (ESG) information disclosure has increasingly become a core component of corporate non-fi-
nancial performance reporting. Using a sample of Chinese A-share listed companies, this paper em-
pirically examines the impact and underlying mechanisms of corporate ESG disclosure levels on the
cost of debt financing. By conducting theoretical analysis, we propose corresponding hypotheses
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and test them by establishing a panel data regression model. The study finds that higher-quality ESG
disclosure significantly reduces the cost of debt financing, and this effect is particularly pronounced
in firms with more severe agency problems and in non-state-owned enterprises. The results indi-
cate that strong ESG performance sends a positive signal to creditors by alleviating information
asymmetry, reducing operational risks, and enhancing stakeholder trust, thereby helping compa-
nies secure more favorable financing terms. This research provides empirical evidence for strength-
ening the regulation of ESG information disclosure and offers theoretical support and managerial
implications for firms to reduce their cost of capital by improving ESG practices.
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TERBRTIG SR RIRE K S 2R Bk TS 5L R, HESh B G . ATRESE T [ EU
WEFFIER . AAENTTHAF IR, IR, HSRIATRIH 2R E . RO, W E%
FIRAMEH T2 FoTE . ESG AN FH AL — Flis AEATE, 5 oy — o 28 T8 440 0 A X 7 T2 AL

TERLHERL T, ESG {5 BB 16 A Aol 5 4RI 25AR 25 7 Tl i B esE, MR R B3, M1k
BN HRARITE SN S, M ESG TH 4 & WA SHLE. REEM A E5] & B4l
4 R I 20 F (R BE AU 57 T2 2 i 22 4 16 0 T R 5 3 Al 7 26 O F B M L e (R 2 AR )5 1T 9
S0 R IR ER O T A8 A AR ) R IR AR AT, BB R 4 22 A AT KUK . R, fif
BB Y) T B B BSG {5 B AT . AT Al (45 FR, T A B o

5kFRr, a2 ® E Lot 2R E A Ak bR 7t ) EIRE, HRA S RE SR
Ml 25 AR SR E U o HE B S35 bR B R R I A L, (EL L DA 55 4 2 A A M T T
SRy — A I BE RGETT A BRI BSG (58, [T 7 B R L AT FR0 R FE RS /R0 61 5 AT 1
ASBE, R BN B IR A AR 1 5 S5 R 2

AWFFEL LT A5 BRMFRELS . (5 AR T AR HIEHFIE, RELE ESG 15 B EM A
.25 R AR (1) P ZE LA 0 T ol [ 707 2 R SR AT SE AR 56 o A 9 10725 3L AR ILLE = A DT
(1) MBAUA S BEAE I T ESG 235 J5 L HAR SRR IC, 308 T 45 MR A B IR 22 10 Sk (2) Sk
18IS 4 BSG GRS B 8 DL R A AR T SUIERAR s (3) ML bR AL
S0 ESG {5 Bk SRR UL T B 4k
2. EkERR

(—) ESG E BB BHET ERM A

ESG 15 B8R 04 5 5 WA BB S L08R . W5 SR T = AR FF . 16 A TR
JiThl, BRFCEY ESG S BIEIHRTHR SR e % A 5 VIR 71, A Bh T s A R E S iR
X%, Sametand Jarboui $8 1, #E4 FAE(S B FE B MRS EARXHR, TG BT (3RS 0 % O
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PRI BE R SRS RN, i B AR A 22 5T AT T REAE R N 3 BUS RV AR BRI R 1]

TEW 5 587 1H, Song Hetal 8, I SCERES RAFAE— 2 0 . ZE SRR 78 3 #F BESG KB IIA
Z U BB, BARRAZLEA G RN 2] (X — 56 2R 52 Bl B PR 5E 5 7= BUHE o 1) 52 35 08 47 il
Kao EH et al 48, BUM I ET AT BEHI 5942 SRR M GUREIHR[3], LiSetald8H, EAMIFIRAR
P 3 T BE T BOL ESG B B bR 25K TR EAG Aol (4] 18 55 WA Y BT B R E ESG SEB KR RV,
S| A4 i% ESG 5 RaRERKEMAT. W1, mASFBIM S TRES].

TEMANMEJZTH, Garcia AS etal ¥6H, ESG {5 B4 et 215 B B L 85 BRIV 28 XURS AR 5 ) 25
FHRFAGAT, NI EAIE SR SR [6]. SRS RIRER B, RIFH) ESG RILE EFE I
W, HEEFEEA . JEE RATIrp RN BN [ 7], Ak, XA RIFIELR MR R, R, 47
MR B QT 7K T 55 DR 3R 3w Reoxd F= A R /R 8] [9].

(D) RERME AL EET T

HAIEPHRH, ISR Az Z EIR R, RGN SRHE. ZWBCRREE . [ ERES
N TR BENLEISE T TH . WS- ARbrini FIRe /1 5 S MR EE 45 RE T 0 /2 RAT A 25 i 3 e A i A 10]. &
WA FRICFET IR, FWZM, TRHBEREMEE . BUN 5K RE5 IR TR 20 5 55 oA ™
RG] [12].
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H7KSF RAMTIR BRI 5 R (15 B P R R 08 10 35 PRAIRAS BRI a2 (5 ASN 118 XU vk ¢ 5K
[13]o MREPESETEH, [T F1E TR A F AL V)38 Ik BRI AR R AR N 208 UK, A R T Al £ 55k
FERESI[14]0 BEAN, VLARSEHRH, F/EPES] mE S R 165 2 B R H TG 301755 5 A A 4
MVARFAE,  AHAIE B 5151 55 BUAS 2 [ AFTE 2 35 O Bk

(2) ESG B RHBERFRMBRARXRRTA

ESG {5 B 5 M SR A Z MR R M LG — 1R, EEAAE R A RILRA”
PR e AT . DRPOZ SN, ESG 15 B4 R 85 m) BN A% i A b ] 4P 8 e e 0 R R 4 IR 8 3 A
T, JRARRRBE XU HE EAER, BEM RG9S A 18], Midise Nt — B4R, BRME R P 56 5%
FRASIAMFEAE “f51 U 87 KRR, RUDE IR EZE[19].

ST, AR X ESG R Y SEFUBCR IR Hi i BE . Ashforth A1 Gibbs AN, 4L ATHE
T ESG 5 #E HEAT “ SR EIEE 7, FEaE BSLAUR, RO 51 R AT T = 1 KU R AN R 26 B3R [20] - Kriiger
fa i, BESG #8t il REHT o5 %0k 25 BUR, B ISR S B MEAIE 29 R, T 85 f5 55 Rl B AR 21
FEBLER Y ESG 15 B R IE B I8N A R G5 M A, N ESG {5 B4 & I s, HRAT /L
Sl 2= 2 TR N B I I0T H 1T B A L R 05T e 0 R TSR w8, ORI 5 AR N 2 SR o g 11 XL
ROk, AT B 0 2 w1457 45 R 5 F AR [22] o
3. BT SRR

(—) BERERL

(1) BRI SE TG EIS: ERSMBETnT, RS RE R T IMB RN BA 2
FEIEBMS, ERTZXT A ESEEERG S AR RS FIRNE . ZMEEANFTRE 5 51 K G
DT AE RS ARG, 38 17 R B vy P RV A, e 283 N Al R 5 45 R B lAs . ESG 15 B e E v —
T RS AL, REVS K A AE PR 53 UG B B | Ak 2 T AT S R AN A JVA B ACT5 7 TH I “ 5 27
ARG AT SRR RIS UE 1) “BEAS 57, MRS A FRFR L, SEa BN BT S5O
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INEGEE AR Z A G A O 1 5T . BRI ESG ARIN s ARV e B8 4 1t 87 385 AR 0 5501 2 AH 5 285 R 5k R XU
(WIAORAL T 55 TURvA. BERIEE T, IREHIEREE), AT BRAC Al 288 R SR AN 5 PEFD JR G XU o
B NEARZ ORI A1 E, HES22M S M ESG WS & A, KIERE N ESG I F1
AP AR AL ST S AE DTS

(3) B BE F R S EEMEE T AR EE ESG (58, BERXT A B ) (W 5 “ Rk ”
UK IENZR . EBRTT I bn AR BN S, 2 TR E SR O B (UNEUR SR S OUE
PO EERAE . RPN ESG RILRENS ARV i A58 25 AH 7 BUE AR 5 50 8F, dEmiiR Rl B 261, 1%
IR A A .

() RHIGHr: THENARK ESG ZRS5E5ME

TN KT RE VAR B 43 A PR A W1 (300750.SZ) 1 A4 Bk 3 /) s i U 10 4132, L ESG sk A AT
RAVERNARRAME, 5831 R 1 LR ER LS|

WEUE)EE: Ol A S A TR OReIEIEE, ERETTIRT “XUk” Hir. A F] & EE w4
JARIRRE B, AT R W BRI, HFBUITATIE R L) 7 o KRR T L
A E KA . AR RECE RS ARIR R 2ME S .

2 (S)4ERE: ARNFEMNEERSUEE, R TGS, FFRAKRERIEHATH RO, 45 HEAR
RSB . XKW A w) A TR e S D S N TR, B 1A BB b I A O BRI 2K FR) IR
(548

BHE(GYERE: ARNABRAMEW, 5 BIEREVIEm, IFEROL T L1110 ESG BiA%EM . RIFHIAHE
A RoE S AR R, PRAE T RIS PAT BRI BT A8 P 224, ARORIg 5 7 A N B AT -

THER R R BNEM R, H RGN SR BSG #EE MLk, R mRIT SN A LIEL “2
EAHREE. MR AT EEIE IPUE S, N HSRAFARAR A 657 55 Al B A B E T IR SR

=) PR/

BT BRI, JREE THENA ROER, AR LT R

H1: 1Mk ESG 15 B R /K- 1 55 55 Al ot oA B3 A5G . B ESG {5 B EE & m, hifiss
Fi 2% AR AT o

H2: AHEETHEAG RN, ESG 5 B35 8% 0] it 55 fill 5% A 1) FEARAE A AE SR A el o R .

H3: HHEHTARETGATIL, ESG {5 B 5 EE X 151 55 Rl B A i) B A FHAE B IS AT I B 3 .
4. FREERIT

(—) BRE

ks ESG RIS A A5 55 Rl B AR IR0, AR ST AN R 22 Jo 4 [m] A A .

CostDebt _{i,t} = £, + BESG _{i,t—1} + B,Size_{i,t—1}+ BLev_{i,t—1}+ f,Roa_{i,t—1}

+ f;Growth _{i,t—1}+ S Tang _{i,t—1}+ B,Cfo_{i,t—1}+X Year

+ X Industry +& _{i,t}
RS TN (H2 5 H3), ERERL I\ SE et :

PERPE T : ESG i,t—1xSOE _i,t—1
AT JE ST : ESG it —1x HeavyPollution i

=) ZEEX
(1) BefREAR g iRl BE A (CostDebt). KA “HLESLH/FHAA B fad” i+, o,
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3 B GRS B B AR A T3 .
(2) fAPEARE: ESG RIU(ESG Score). KL ESG VT2 S50 5 ¥ SR EUE(C- = 1, AAA = 9).
T AR 2022~2023 FAEUE ESG VPN AA, KN EUEA 8, ATFAT LA KF.
(3) WA
FERUER(SOE): AR, EAME 1, BN 0. TN AIEARE M, ZEEREA 0.
17l J&@ T (HeavyPollution): FEAAE R, #MMvJE TAESHEEEHIE M ESLATE 1, BN 0.
AR SHECHPI, FEHInTRERE0A 5755 B AR A SRR &, HEHI A ST [ e &%
Rio BARAREE XA 1.

Table 1. Definition of variables

F 1. EEBEXSHH

AR AR A i 44 R A 5 1t 1
WA & CostDebt T 55 b B A FESCH AR T3 B S B A
R AR ESG_Score ESG iFif35r  #RIF ESG WRE R NESHEC-=1, AAA=9)
TR SOE FERUE 5 EA A 1, FEEARA 0
HeavyPollution &5 HEi5 ATk JEFEHERTIA L, BUA O
PR A Size O ) FASE FAPR ST B AR 4
Lev B fu i % SR S
Roa BB R I A VR B
Growth EL K% (AE N — EHPENEYON ) EITEV IR
Tang BB R I T B A S B
Cfo bR 1WA LB I I R A S
Year B I RO R AR B
Industry A7 ] 58 URE 2012 Wk AT AL/ R AR B

(2) HERIEFSHIERE

(1) FEARJER]: AHFTTE 2015~2023 4E3E A BARG RIS B2 FENPIEHT FUREAS

(2) HAEabRE:
% ST *ST ArIFEA,

S 2 AR BRI A

LA B AT 1%F1 99% 347 [ Winsorize &3 DAY ¥ b i (2 82 10
TR ZEAY: 300750) 0 & fEAHF FepE A,

(3) HudE kK

W35t . AFEEARE R KRE CSMAR HE A Wind HE F
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ESG ¥t#i: 5 H4EE ESG PP 80 1%

THER AR TR 55 K08 M RO B RE AT BENER.. FMMAA S
5. SLIESHESE R

(—) FRMEGTHSHEES T

T2 T A FELENRER IR . G Rl 5 A (CostDebt) FIFIE A 2.85%, H/MAN
0.52%, T ANAEAN 5.71%, KIAFE M6 @ A ERCRZE T . ESG W43 (ESG_Score) FIME A
5.42, ARAEZER 1.92, UHBAIRE A F ) ESG FIE AR AL T 25K, H A E 4L & .

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of the full sample

2. ERAmRmRMRT

B AL {EL HiE it 2 B/ME SRR BAE
CostDebt 15,278 0.0285 0.0132 0.0052 0.0267 0.0571
ESG_Score 15,278 5.42 1.92 1.00 5.00 9.00
Size 15,278 22.56 1.35 20.01 22.41 26.43
Lev 15,278 0.436 0.198 0.057 0.431 0.872
Roa 15,278 0.041 0.056 -0.152 0.037 0.189
Growth 15,278 0.152 0.321 —0.492 0.103 1.891
Tang 15,278 0.234 0.156 0.003 0.205 0.648
Cfo 15,278 0.046 0.067 -0.135 0.045 0.221
(2) ERSERM T

(1) FRPATI(HT)

23 A ER T FRNAEER A HSE 5. ESG Score [ R EN-0.0012, HAE 1%H/KF L8 FH(t=
—3.45). XFRW, EEHEIHLMEEG, &N ESG WM — N EH, AR5 vt A5 %) 0.12
ANE S . R HL B33 R, XU RIFH) ESG RILHSLAEIA TS 5, SME RS,
NI FEEARATASN 1187 IR v 1 23K

(2) W RN R(H2 5 H3)

FERUE R AR E I (H2): 32 3 B1I(2)F, 83T ESG_Score x SOE [ R %A 0.0008 (p < 0.05), H.IE
. XRAEEA M, ESG X5 55wl 5 SOA M PRSI 55 T SO REPUER, fEAEEA 1
A, ESG BT B A5 55 R B AR IR VR B S i o (R H2 13 30508 . X S5 10— 2, JEE A FE K ESG
KR TS 5 R AT AT () o

k@R E R (H3): 7 3 5I(3)H, 283k ESG_Score x HeavyPollution ] & %04-0.0015 (p <
0.01), HAmEE. XEHAEGGATIAF, ESG R I PR 55 flsE A 1/ 58 VB & . % H3 15
FISCHE . IXJE BN E 5 YAV I 5K S A L ) 5 75 2 KUK, L ESG SRILMIABR S 3K, ikl

PN RSP SE o
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Table 3. Regression results

3. BERFER
A (1)ZERLM CostDebt (2) 75 SOECostDebt  (3) ™15 HeavyPollution CostDebt
ESG_Score ~0.0012" (-3.45)" ~0.0014" (—3.98)"" ~0.0009 (~1.62)
ESG x SOE 0.0008 (2.01)

ESG x HeavyPollution

~0.0015% (—2.89)"

Size —0.0012""* (-4.21) —0.0012""* (-4.19) —0.0012""* (-4.23)
Lev 0.0125"* (8.67) 0.0125™* (8.66) 0.0126™* (8.70)
Roa —0.0321™* (-5.12) -0.0320"* (-5.11) —0.0322""* (-5.14)
Growth 0.0004 (1.23) 0.0004 (1.22) 0.0004 (1.24)
Tang —0.0052"" (-2.54) —0.0052"* (-2.53) —0.0053"" (-2.55)
Cfo —0.0108™ (-2.57) —0.0108™ (-2.56) —0.0109" (-2.58)
Constant 0.0581** (6.12) 0.0582""* (6.13) 0.0579*** (6.10)
SEFEAT AR bl il P
IAE 15,278 15,278 15,278
Adj. R? 0.312 0.313 0.314

) RBIH: THER AR S ENE

TAEIAR I R 5E X HEDIE T FRSIESE IR . Hr R EIIE ESG P e 7E AAS /Mm-S,
FER) ESG RIL(UWITE TR L) IR St iR | 5838 1A VA B [m) i 3% 0 1 2 IE TS 5 .
XEHIEMR: 2025 45 3 H, ARRIIHRIRAT 15 128 0585Mi S, H TR G5 55 45/ RS2 el o
Wik, X7 E BRGNS A m R S RS R R Re 1A ] . MENIRGE (SOE = 0), T AERT
R = EAT L B M EEUF IR, (HIHSEEAE ESG RIIMELARSE 1, ARG TARBRI L A .
2025 AP, RUE MWK RIEEECR, HHIWS A HEWI 1.4%, FHKIE N 67.83%, 454
555 MAK FATMARNL, B /30 RE T H2 4518, thah, HARRMI %R BL2025 4F L E 0 RREF)E
1A 304.85 147G, [AIELIEK 33.33%; SEIEMIFEUE 586.87 14706, [FILLIEK 31.26%) N HE 142
fET ISR, PR T BRSO, 15 ESG RILHIE SIEH RS LRtk

(M) FafetEiaie

ORI AL 1 AT SE R SRR E M, ASOHAT T A ARG

(1) E e ESG {FFRIR: KA iR %%(Syntao Green Finance)ff] ESG 2% & S kAT 5T, F 5
W51 RPN s

(2) MCBRWE ISR : B T RAS B S W, DA T BEAEAE R Sl R B O R, 45 B AR S SRR
W

() R R EAE N A “RIESCH + BEARMRESC ) PR B5 67 1F 55 st
FRAS I AR B AT B, OB ARREAS & R A (BT B N
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(4) WFERAEM RS, B, KATAZELAV), LI “FEER LN LAl ESG ¥ HI
7 AT EASR, TPl Bos /D 3 [m H(2SLS), 455 EEIA—%, Hik, %2018 4 (&
A FVAERHEN]Y BT otk ESG #EE B RIX —AMEBUE, 5 PSM-DID AT HE F AR SLER, RIL
AEFRZH(EP ESG 5% 5 7K T4 AR IR Al 7R B SR il J5 £ 55 Bl 8 A T R sE N B3, b — 030k T R
Uity

DL A I 28 S35 3R B, AW 9T 0 3 BE 50 B BT AR A o

6. RERSEIN

(—) B4R

AT TR FH S0 3 W1 5 KRR A S AR S A (G 70 0592, 3 DU R 48

B, R ESG {5 B4R 808 B MR G 5 R B A . X450 NS S AR IR 5 25 HE G
FESARAL T RS HE, KW ESG F U A5 55 fih ¥ EAT AR (A 285 R

HK, ESG HIBZE RN SR & MRS B HomiE . BRI 5, e AR Al 8 5 G Tl b (34 b
MBI AFEH . X FAEEA A, ESG RIATEAKBEM T HES, AT REGMNGT. Eist
2y Tt E S g, ESG PR HECI AR A MM S T RrEL A e ), RS2 BN BE KOG
T, Rl AR PN O

KRR TR SR Y, B ESG BRI L, I TR R R B, LA
NORARS AT, LR R34, S SRR SRR AR U ks o

() BREW

USRI 5 . DA s . TS, WIGAIEAT ESG 15 BB RMER R . JO LB x5y e
AP FE R, RSN =T HUMIT I ESG WUKIE, RTHE BT SEfE AT btk . R, RIS S
eSS AmbIHT, FF ESG HHI Sl i .

SV 5 AR 75K ESG WA AR 1 RV £, F FLAR T 28 s v B o A 5 382 8 S 3l in i ESG
I, s NEAE, JEED) BSG WA SRIE, MM SRR ETES, DR RE, &
AR A . T IR B b Al R 2 v A AT Ak, SR T T A S YA

XGRS FOERAT. GiZF TR s E Mg B GRiA R, HaIH ESG SiREINE HTE
RPN AERL . AT & TT 5 R EEA DR (SLL) S G & &, 383 22 Ak 52 1 51 S e R U5
FISRE . (KRBTSR E, MRS ER XU .

& HARBERE

AW FRAFELL R AR B2, ESG WA SR aEIRE, REIFHENU TR S B HIK,
136 45 Bl 8 AR B A B R P 0, (B AT EE— B A . RSB AR AR ESG =ANT4EE(E. S,
GRS AN 25, A& IR, FIRAMIZIE ESG 15 B3k EE R R se i, s
JEE ) 1 A AS A S AT B2 0 5 45 R S B AR . Ak, KR ESG RBLRL M 5t 55 Rl 98 A 1) B b o A WL R (2
A BRAREE TE 2 . WS SN LA 4 B8 38 )t A i SR 7 1)
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