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Abstract

Against the backdrop of global sustainability trends and China’s “Dual Carbon” strategic goals, non-
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financial information disclosure has become a critical indicator of corporate long-term value and sus-
tainable development capabilities. The release of China’s 2024 Sustainability Reporting Guidelines for
listed companies marks the formal entry of non-financial disclosure into a new phase combining man-
datory and voluntary disclosure. However, alongside the rapid expansion of non-financial disclosures,
the phenomenon of “greenwashing” has become increasingly prominent. This paper systematically
examines “greenwashing” behaviors in corporate non-financial disclosures from an accounting per-
spective. The study identifies four primary manifestations: textual embellishment and ambiguous dis-
closure, selective disclosure and concealment of negative information, false commitments and sub-
stantive disconnect, as well as formalized verification and unverifiable data. The root causes are at-
tributed to three factors: external environmental pressures, internal governance deficiencies, and in-
adequate external supervision. The paper constructs three core identification dimensions of compli-
ance, consistency and verifiability, and proposes such governance approaches as optimizing the link-
age process between non-financial information and financial data, clarifying the core audit proce-
dures for non-financial information assurance, refining the quantitative disclosure standards for non-
financial information, and implementing penalty measures for violations of greenwashing practices.
It thus provides theoretical support and practical guidance for improving the quality of non-financial
information disclosure and curbing greenwashing behavior.
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