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Abstract

As data has evolved into a core factor of production, this paper provides a comprehensive review of
the key issues related to the recognition of enterprise data asset recognition in financial statements.
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The academic community has largely reached a consensus on defining data assets as measurable data
resources capable of generating economic benefits. However, further research is needed concerning
the boundaries of data asset conversion and the legal adaptability of ownership rights. Regarding ac-
counting recognition, three perspectives prevail: categorization as intangible assets, establishment of
a separate asset class, or classification based on business scenarios. The Ministry of Finance has intro-
duced a “data resources” accounting item as an interim measure to facilitate practical implementation.
Valuation remains a challenging area, with traditional income-based approaches, economic methods
(e.g., game theory, real options), and multi-attribute comprehensive evaluation techniques being
widely applied. Significant debates persist in initial measurement, particularly between historical
cost and fair value. Subsequent measurement faces challenges due to data timeliness, including issues
related to amortization and impairment. In terms of presentation and disclosure, controversies over
classification within financial statements coexist with a lack of standardized disclosure norms. Ap-
proaches combining on-statement and off-statement disclosure, as well as the concept of a “fourth
statement,” are increasingly being explored. Empirical evidence suggests that enhanced disclosure
can improve corporate value and reduce financing costs. Future research should focus on refining ac-
counting standards, standardizing measurement methods, harmonizing international regulations,
and strengthening data security management.
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