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Abstract

This paper selects China’s A-share listed companies from 2015 to 2024 as research samples to em-
pirically test the effect and internal transmission channels of corporate ESG performance on the cost
of debt financing. The empirical results show that sound corporate ESG performance can significantly
reduce the cost of debt financing. Mechanism tests verify that ESG performance plays a mediating
role in lowering the cost of debt financing through two channels: alleviating corporate financing
constraints and improving internal control quality. Heterogeneity analysis suggests that compared
with state-owned enterprises, high-tech enterprises and enterprises in eastern China, the cost-re-
duction effect of ESG performance is more pronounced among non-state-owned enterprises, non-
high-tech enterprises and enterprises located in western China.
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1. 5|8

FEFE R “ XA Pk R SHESEst | E R RN AR T, ESG A8, At Aia e
B O AL TUER IR EDR, BHE A TR A ] RS R AE I S K IHME I ORI R R . BE
W E BRI AW 88 5 AT R 555 B OGE LIRS T, ESG RIS flk R B4t 22 5t
PR E L, ERZBR R AR AT A R BE B 5155 BB Ay 3R bl Ah 5t 5% ) 3= 22
RE, HRARKREZRRZMIH T SRR, 2F KSR Fit, #7Edalk ESG RIS
55 R AR Z [ (RN ZERIEG, 0 T 51 S A ERAT ESG B MRALRIBEIAEE . HEZN B AT S i R A
AHEEMIIL SIS L.

BUA SCHRZ A5 B AR FREL R . AZi AR B 58 SRS BB A, PR BSG RIS kit 54T
NI, EXE T ESG RILUMTIE A T Bi5s A B A, LARAEAF P BUERT . AT AL T 522 547
R BE, VARt — RN M. BT, ASCUIRE A i BT A FONBE A, Rg0 trdlk ESG
RIS 51 55 Rl 53 A M S HLAE A2, R BT S — R A RER, M “ESG R - ML H
/A B - 57 55 R BE RRAS T B A AT HE R, SR TR BT L0 A S N A I B P R A% L], 3RS ESG &R
BN 57 55 Bl 5% AT s A LRI 7 o

2. XEkEImSHE RIS
2.1. 3CEREB

ESG HIAE N IEAL M AT HF LR FERE I S S48 AR, BFEMEL . A+ AR =AN4EE, ESG X
—IRARAE T AR S da bR, BEE RS R BALE IR, ESG RIS RS H A EM . BT
KU BSG K I REHE FEAR AR T A RA[1], EREHES L B 6 R A b S B g, AT (2 gk
bE BRI RE[2], RmEaET T (3], HhAh, BT E RIS AL PR AR AE T AR L TR £k BT LA
KR fRAE B AR AR D RE[4] A\ 9 55 7 48 Bh 32 v 4 1 R Q8T 7K 7 5 40 4k B2 JR EC B 8 3 4
ESG FHL[5].

KT T AR IT, 7T LA T T T 3R . AL NFRE, I EIHE B E 1S
FREWIRL, BN AT O R BN S5 A B AN (6] MARNVAMIBRE, b e i 4 s
PRV BE AR T T 5 R B AR [ 7], ESREOMBEIRBUR T, IREHE B R o 28w 15 032 BR AR b HA57 55 i
BERANKG W ZE BRAK[8], MeAh, M SIBERR I R 8 R A5 W [FVA BRGNS . F) & U 2 B ARG, AT PRI £5i 55
BERCAR9], 7oV A A ] 2 8 G A S5 i 2 AR, BRI A b B 457 55 Rk B8 AR [10]

KT ESG RIEGHHZMBT AR KR, HrEIRE ESG RIVEI &M AE2E . SRt 2R
[11], SEINBAAIRIER12], $E@m IR BT ST FE[13], REFEIRMI SR BE A, Ak, ESG %
I3 55 Fi 0% AR AR R REAE R A Al s 422 ST B B IR I B i Aol AT S A B X Aol [ 14] DA
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K AR S A [ 121790 TN s A 0T 70 4R W 45 A 23 HIl 55 ESG R 5145 b 0% BAS 1 BRI E H , ESG
PE oy B 2ok ESG N 53 55 Rl B AR R B A FH 150

SEAy AR SCHRAREE AT, B I 7E CUIESE BSG R ILREWS AR BT 55 AT RAS,  JEWI R H s — 1%
FUE SR T PEARRE, (HIAT SCEROR 2 A SRR B0 Al 8 240 AR BN S vE BB — R A B AR, SRR “RZEZY
W PERES]” FEAT IR AR ATHESE,  MELLSE RS BSG 1EH TS5 Mot AR 1) 5o e Sk 5 7
JRMERTIRYE S TR AN FSCHIRERAFAE b, BRI 2 1H 2 FAKFEAS BAFR. FIRiAECE . (51
R TR, B = KRR A (0 4E— B8, Xk AR 78 5 A S 45308 5 P A B AL W R 42

2.2. AREE

ESG RIZR i 1 VA, A ANa B =5, Wit ESG R It BEWS 8 A0 S Al () 42
KIERETT, ESG RIUBONBLELH VPG A A M A E R L R . A, ESG R R U1 bAE ERE
ot T AE . AIEEE S, BRGNS VAE 0o FIREAHSCE BRI, Ak il th SR AV E
MBI 2, T HIE R FE RIS AR R IR, kA RESEILKIN A e . ESG SEBA R 2 — R i £ 75
Az JFRK THFB B RUF ESG RILHIA AL BENS A R G i S5t BT ey, R4
REJIAGENE, AR KIS ZERERIONE, T HLIE RESRAL M 2t A 5 ) Al AR A R O T« 3@ 1B JCIE R Y
PGS, A S BN GER G A T SN, 25 PR 55 3220 o ) B A 5 2 U M
BOR, DRSS R B A . XA T ESG ¥ RAE E AN L B/ X5 (5 BAR R, MG
SEAMERA I AR AR RE, R AR A T 55 R BT A . BT Bk 0T, AR MR B

H1: ESG RILHLF, 6555 AR

EEARIRER TR, A SN S Z AR R, SN E L e R MR eE
RGE5 RS 7K, g R ) 30 % 5 T A G, A o SR B v 0 XS M2, e bl ) £ b T s ) i
LR, HERBISRT A . — T, ESG AR RAF IV RE IE I SR I T . A2 SR BT A RIS 55
G, s ke E R e EMVERE S, AREER AL S AN 1 S B A ARRESE
Ul PGt A R, SRR A I IR IR R 0T S T7 I, RAF [ ESG RILAEW STl i
WEESENPH, WA R TTRIE, KR E T TR RE S, B PSR R B A R
J1o BT BRI, ARG

H2: ESG RILIE I G2 il 5% 20 HROR FRAR 6 55 i BT LAS o

T SR ) P A ) RE 0% 0 5 8 3 VR B R S B L, A RS BLR INL & T, AR
BRSAS, 2T R BB R RS A2 5K . ESG 3R I R A Ailb, AEAEREST 1 OIS I A "l PR R
HAEME . M2 TE S A FHABTT AL, sk e s A AR E TR . SRR ByarLa], AT
FETH TR IR U - (5 SIS PSR, V) ESG SR M T A ARG 5 I 25 30, RIFH) ESG
RIpE Lt M ERGEE . K EERE RIS S, 10583 I A B Al XURS: 5 12 RE 0 ) 2
AL, ESG RILEEHER MV A SR RIR R, RTHFE SRR SEEENE, R Ae
WERE . KRGS, SRR AL GTRE I RIME ) BETTRRAI SR B A . 2T Lk
g, AR RS

H3: ESG I fie i P B4 11 R B 57 55 i 58 BAS

3. fiRiEt
3.1, HAREEERIER
IR SCHF T BHE T BORVFAE 2R 2 (CSMAR)EIE E, Hf ESG R4 KA Wind U5 FE /B 440E
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ESG W& %5 Wind ESG P& RIEHEMTFHAE R . A SCIEFE 2015~2024 FRE A g Bl ke
A, FHARGEEE, T O ARAES bR T3 WA : 1) STy *ST. PT Edlidlk; 2) &l i A+,
3) BARERRIIREA . P H R X SHIESS R AT, A SO T ESAEEIAT T 1% 99% 7 i
)45 FE A PR (Winsorize) . 2435 T 18 22,023 S IME FIREABE . /0BT ik N statal8.0.

3.2. BEEEF

1. HefRR AR

AR SO RRE AL B2 5 25 Al B8 BRUAR (Cost), BT ARG S5 RE BT DU TRV, FrbAA "l A9 i
BIFSSRAS, R % ZE 1615 TR, K AR St n_ b 45 9% 5 R LA v 45 2% FH A s o5
WK BRI LLE, TSR, RN T SE a0 s, K g L e LA 100, HU{E B3R

2. RS

AHEFAS BN ESG RIWESG), RMHEIE ESG ¥4, *EilE ESG L& iF EE 0 N AAA. AA.
A. BBB. BB. B. CCC. CC. C, ¥,NNEH, BNNELHEINCRKKEE, N9, wIMEN
1, BEBK, £ ESG RIUBRGLF: HEMAC, K ESG RKIMMZE .

3. PR

(1) BRFEZIR(FC)

ARCRNE AR PR ERE, R SA faEfE Nl R LR T = bs, T SA 2L, SA fHilk/),
RS LSO, N T O (R SA (IZEXHE, 10/ FC, BI FC K, k32 B mh Bt 2 5 it ks FC
RN, RTHI A 52 3 (1 il R 20 RN

(2) PIEBE & (IC)

AR SC P I R R P A R, P . o] T2 D P A e A e P s R i, AR RO
T4ril(0~1000). A& —EN. ET BT, FEHEEEER L 100, BUEIEEA 0~10, BU{EBRKFRRA
A o BRSNS P AR T BRI

4. AL E

SEEDATT, EHCCL ISR R, DA A DR 20 {5 55 Rl B AR B sE e s Al AR (Size) R
R (Lev) B AIfETT(Roa) BLEL LE R (Cllow) KM (Growth) 8 #F B LE 7l (Exesh) « PHHR & —(Dual)
PR (Soe)s  MEAM R T 8GN I . ANl S )38 4 A A5 DR 3R i s, ZERE AR s N 147
T AEA [ 58 RN o
3.3. =AW

A SCRAFEAN AT S5 B RANZ OB R &, AL ESG RIUAAZ O AR &, T8I 33 b AS
B o Z (R B N AE SRRSO, FEHETR N Al ESG R /KT %o {5 45 Rl 55 AR (1R B i A - B BB 4
1:

Cost;, = oy +,ESG,, + Y Controls, + Y Ind+ Y Year +¢,, (1)

H, Costi NE | HANEE ¢ SR SAE A, ESG:, N i KA ¢ 4E) ESG &, Controls;, N

TR RES, oo NFEEI aiv oo AEVAREL Y Ind FATIEE RN, Y Year FAFEAR [ E R, &,
NBENRZET . 37 oy B3E N, W HL ROT

DRI A RS, AR SC S TR SBR[ 1716 R A ROSAS B AL AR, (L) B A b ) S 2 A

— RV

e-RAN IR
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]
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TRRYMI3)~ (4)FI(5), FHEERMTT LA P B4 1 Jo 2 ox 2 00 8 v A 28082 BLBSIE H2 AT H3:

FC,, =8, +6,ESG,, + Controls,, + Y Industry + ) Year+¢,, )
Cost,, =6, +6ESG,, +,FC,, + > Controls,, + Y Industry + Y Year+z¢,, 3)
IC,, = B, + BESG,, + > Controls,, + Y Industry + Y Year +¢,, 4)
Cost,, =7, +7,ESG,, +7,IC,, + Y_Controls,, + Y Industry + > Year +¢,, %)

FC. IC NEELIRMANTEGIRE, S O 00 B 7 1, NEFHEERIARE, 6 BE N
0, E RN A 0, BERNIE, WAHIEBRE H2 0L # B R NIEH y, « y, BE N, WAk % H3
T
4. SCIFEER B3R
4.1. R4

% RRT FEAREMIREG AR, AR S F T WA Al AR (Cost) M 1.782, FeKME
N 7319, F/MEN 0, bRAEZEN 1.271, TG 55 Rl BE AR 5 Ak [BIAAE BRI 22 7 ESG R I
(ESG)II¥ME N 4.188, AN 8, f/MEA 1, FpiEZEN 1.137, XRIFEA ESG RIEEAR LT rh
LK B FEE S, AEEN LB R G R ZE . R B RET 2 R (FO)IME R 3.930. ARt ZEACH
0.255, BEMREREAR MR T PSSR A FOKE, BER TGRSR T 5 — AR s P
il E(IC)IME N 6.399. brifE 2R 1.136, HUEX AN 0 % 8.385, BARFm/K- R/ MM &HE i
AR NSRS . AR B 1 Fi i 45 RIFE A FE AN

=

Table 1. Descriptive statistics

F 1. RS ER

AR FEASL HMH i 2 /M LN
Cost 22,023 1.782 1.271 0 7.319
ESG 22,023 4.188 1.137 1 8
FC 22,023 3.930 0.255 3.033 4.669
IC 22,023 6.399 1.136 0 8.385
Lev 22,023 0.431 0.187 0.0636 0.909
Exesh 22,023 13.80 18.72 0 69.05
Roa 22,023 0.0371 0.0583 —-0.370 0.223
Cflow 22,023 0.0693 0.0497 0.000986 0.270
Size 22,023 22.53 1.270 20.12 26.60
Soe 22,023 0.318 0.466 0 1
Dual 22,023 0.303 0.460 0 1
Growth 22,023 0.137 0.350 —-0.618 4.179
4.2. XS

%2 R TR T AR, DA R R R S BB T — 20, R i A A2 B 1] AR 5¢ R B4 )
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IR 0.5, ESG RINESG) 515 55Fl % A (Cost)TE 1% 197K F F B3 AR, ¥ 3k ESG %
PURRLT, (55 MhEE A, ARG IRIEHE TYRB IR . P2 AR BoR, BT AR RN
VIF {H¥5i/NF 10, P35 VIF U~ 1.32, UBIREBIANAE 6 7 5 1) 2 8 L2 M ol i, A% B[R] fR A O e Ak
JE SR SE R R T, ARIE TR A R S A A R SR

Table 2. Correlation analysis

2. HXMSIER

Cost ESG FC IC
Cost 1
ESG -0.172" 1
FC 0.022"** -0.107""* 1
IC -0.169" 0.222"* -0.084"* 1

PR BUNEE 1% 5% 10% K ER .

4.3. FEHEEYISHT

63 BERIALE RER, LR IMAZEFIZE. 7L SEMEERR, ESG TIN5 55 il % A
BITE 1%KF E R BF AR FI()RMASEGHIZER, ESG EHRHCH-0.1550, 7 1%KF
ERE NG FIQMAEHIAE G, KRBT N-0.0815, 7 1%KF LEE; HIG) b 400 b 2
Ja, RFECN-0.1350, FIAFIN AR E . 7 SFERE 2N G, RECN-0.0826, H7E 1%KL
RERNT, NEFREX LA, ESG RIVEFRFA—NHAL, FidsmhBt Ao TR 8.26%, i il
ESG RILERLT, i 55 il 78 AR, X — 5 ¢ RIESE B AOARHE | 470 22 5 5 i ) 38 5 ik AR Fa g,

fEis 1 453 B9

Table 3. Baseline regression results

3. FERVFLER

. 1) 2 3) “)
Cost Cost Cost Cost
ESG -0.1550"** -0.0815™** -0.1350"*" —0.0826™"
(—22.1802) (—11.4965) (—18.7923) (—11.8950)
Controls No Yes Yes Yes
Ind Yes Yes No Yes
Year Yes No Yes Yes
3.0686™" 1.9942%* 0.91427** 1.9222%**
—cons (25.2076) (10.1475) (5.6525) (9.9789)
N 22,023 22,023 22,023 22,023
adj. R2 0.187 0.277 0.217 0.314
TR NTE 1% 5%H 10% 10K BB, FES A EER tE.
44. REMSTEREM4RE
1. WA T
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SO ARG B AT BER2 I ESG RIS 5t 55 Rl BF AR IR IR 31, AR S UE 28 SRAT) 1] g 52 21— S A m i
MHZEPFW, XERFTE R SEMAITRERZE. AT HRESRTE. WERESNAEMER S, K
NSRS 181, iU J5 — 1 ESG RIME AN T HAREL.ESG)HAT N A 4. BDNAIL ESG
S R EGR I EESE, I ESG R B R ESG /K, B S — AR ESG RIZE T
RN TR, MR AR AR BTV A5 — A ESG /K, RIS AN 52 24 AR AR 453 0 1 v gt
RABNEETI, We TRTEMIMERER. NERTHBRNE KM, 25 TR,
FERUNZR 4 fizn. W LUE B Kleibergen-Paap rk Wald F 43 it &z K+ 55 T B B FIE A E, RIMALLE
7E59 T HAFE 0 f; HIR Kleibergen-Paap tk LM 4t 1184 1026.620, p {H5 0.000, $H4 T “ T HARE
PURIAS A BB, U A ) T AR B 2 725 —MrBrh, T A48 & L.ESG HI[alJH £%1 0.6392
TE 1%HKF 23, JiH TR RS ESG RIWR R B E MG 5 M B EIH+, ESG 1RH R %7-0.1348
VIR BAE 1%KF R 2, UWITEEH T HA RS, ESG KI5 55 fh ¥t RAAAE 53 1 FURC R .

2. Fafdt e

itk — P ORAERE T AR AT 521, AR SCAN AN N I T AT AR g A 50

(1) Bl

DRy e B — 17 B U7 OGS TH 45 ST, SR 45 55 b R RO IR T T 2, RS S F R B A [ 19 I ik
%, KR35 2 B 5 AR i A it 2 L A B £5 55 Rl B AR (Cost ), BRI 28 SR 026 4 %1(3), [B1VH 2 %508—0.0013
HAE 1%/KF N 2%, fRfdrEiimd.

(2) B

ZRER YT FAR T A ESG R & i AR T G — A, AFEVFEAA TR Is A R 5150 7772
TEAEZESE, Nl G B — B3R IR ) 00 8 22 o A T 5 SR 3 s i, AR SO e B U v 4 FH 1) ESG F b 5 4
N Wind $i % R AT ESG £ 57345 (ESG1), HEFHHATRFML . 458 03 4 5(@)Fiw, ESGI f
[FH 2 E08-0.0787, HAE 1%MI400 /K ERFE AT, SEMERIANS RTS8, REUATMZLL
WA ESG fabri e, HA BRI .

Table 4. Endogeneity analysis and robustness test

4. REMSIFTREMERE

ey 2 (3) 4)
2kt
First stage Second stage Costl Cost
0.6392™" —0.0013"*"
L.ESG (79.53) T (—6.5966) T
—0.1348™"
ESG - (~6.28) - -
—0.0787"*"
ESGl T T T (=7.0770)
Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ind/Year Yes Yes Yes Yes
cons o o 0.0078 2.0589™
- (1.3479) (9.0524)
N 15,378 15,378 17,568 17,568
adj. R? 0.274 0.279
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B3k
. 1026.620
Kleibergen-Paap rk LM (p & =0.0000) — —
Kleibergen-Paap rk Wald F 6325.748 — —

TR BINAE 1% 5%F1 10% MK EE2E, TS NEEN tfEH.

5. IE—E 0
5.1. B4R

(NP L SR (BE

BT RSO AR RAXTFREIR (70T, Al 5 A0 58 e e 75 Z 18] (45 RASKIRR, A 5 5 ol i i
WAN ., HEm iRl A EE N . — 771, ESG RILRIFAIANY, Reisi@id 45 & 5 4w Ik 5%
EE, FFREEBAVZERE SRR, METIENES, ARG R AL, S
TR, TR A T I R R 20 55—, R BRI R Al AEAS BRI N RE AR
59, LR ERZ TR AFIFACT A REPRA TR, SRS EA R AT Hr DO st 2R A
BRATHEATR G, A5 5 FI(D)AQ2), Rk ESG RILERETT L RAE 1%/KF T 6k, ESG KI5
ML 2R, ESG RILE L MR BT L AFEE, BEMFEAR T G5B ARA, BLANT WW FaH0o0 217 Fa e
PERGIG, KIG 4 B 5 HIG)BN@)FTR, )l ESG RILAT LR 2 PR G55 Mt A . BT LA B 20
ESG RILFFR G55 Al B AN F /008, ik 2 13 B

2. A BB BT AR

FTHOSE S AL HIR B 70 b, RIFHI ESG RIUA B e — b i te i lk i A5 5 175 36,
T PAY 042 ) i A A A 9 BE K 5 KU AR BE ) O LA I . ESG SIEBR R A i 37 5 58 3 (7R
B 5 RSB R AR, HESh AL A R HIAR S $RTHE B BT, AN 2 25 B i P9 48 1 it
%5 AN (6) I IRIHEE R B, ESG RIS WEIEHIE 1%/K-F FIEASE, W] ESG RILEIRTIA
AP BT, G5 T HUST AL A E AR, RS T 5155 A RS AME ER, BRI T Ak 653 5%
REBE AT, ARSI SR AR ESG RIS 51 55 M B A 2 R A% T AR, (e 3 45 DAL

Table 5. Mediation test results of FC and IC
R 5.FCFIC PHRAELER

E, 1) ) (3) ) %) (6)
B
FC Cost WwWwW Cost IC Cost
ESG —0.0163"*" —0.0799**" —0.0021"*" —0.0733"*" 0.1406™" —0.0732"*"
(—10.83) (—11.48) (—12.98) (—10.48) (20.52) (—10.48)
0.165™" 43779
FC o (5.31) o (13.23) o o
-0.067"""
1 o o o o o (-9.75)
Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ind Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Het
cons 4.6617"" 1.1521°" 0.0553""* 0.9571"** 2.9066™" 2.1155"
- (111.57) (4.78) (14.81) (5.80) (15.28) (10.95)
N 22,023 22,023 22,021 22,021 22,023 22,023
adj. R? 0.1994 0.3153 0.8771 0.3212 0.1633 0.317

TR INTE 1% 5% 10% MK ERE, FESNEUE N tE.

5.2. FRM4ETHT

1. AU

TR A AL AR E A L AE ESG {5 B EE AT, BT BRI SRS, EAMLEE
iR BSG 15 B &N T VA SCEUR B bs AU AT A2 50T MEHEEA I35 ESG F RN T rttean
AR ANAS S, IR T IG5 e R Al B AR EA i 7[R, [BUE 4558 03 6 51
(DFI(2). ESG MIRIAEESA Mk S E A a8 B N, K ESG X 545k 7% sAR [ 4 F 78
AR AU R ) Al A A7 AE o B AEEAT Al 20 1) R K, U] BSG it v /e 3 E AT £l
W . UL EA L ESG R bRk ROV 55 s AR EA A AEAS G735 i I 5 5 0 ik 2 24
W, ESG RIUERN—FIFIRAS 5, RETEA 80 B GRN FR XURS Pl , DT Sk B S5 35 (10 il 18 R4S T o

2. ATk

Nk BSG RPN M A5 55 il 5% A PRI W 2 T AR TEAT M ARR I 2 T 5 v, AUkl 5%
ME AN 13RI, B R R s HR W S AR BoR A, F5r BIEAT B AG 56 . 45
2 6 51(3). Fl(@Frw, EMAFEAY, ESG RILWEHREIYEE N, RATILEFHFEAMIL
RdEmHTHAS, RIFH ESG RILIHAE D ZE AR M 5 M A, X g5 B — 2 g iE .
EE LA ESG RZBUN-0.0860, FEEn#iLAl ESG R N—0.0915, HTE 1%KF EEEGAAMER, HH
] R R 3, R ESG W m B AR A AN IR SBr AR A 5 55 il B AR 35 Rt B BRI AR A, (EAR L
AN, JEm R AL, ESG R P AS FEAR AR A S B 5

3. X AR

IR FUHBIX 57 T 10 ESG RIS Al 5 55 il B8 BRAR 5% R AT REMA, AR ST R Al v UK BE AR K 43Sy
IRER AR X =2 IR AT AR S, A5 R 6 F(5). Fle)FB(T) . [EIHEE R EIR,
RS BTG F L X AL () ESG RILARBUIIME 1% G5 AKF E 82 N6, WA R X 4k,
RLIFIY ESG KRB AL 02 B R R A, X — 4518 BT & E A E@ k. #k— %t b =410
SE T DUR I, PEHHL X AL () ESG R AN NHE 5K, AR M X PR, s X A oIl 1) 22 B4t 0 {8 e /)b
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