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Abstract

In recent years, environmental, social and governance (ESG) has become one of the important
topics for corporate sustainable development. This study aims to explore the impact of corporate
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environmental, social and governance (ESG) performance on green innovation, and further study
the mediating and moderating effects. Firstly, through empirical analysis, it is found that the ESG
performance of enterprises has a positive effect on green innovation. Second, the results of the in-
termediary test show that the ESG performance of enterprises can affect green innovation by eas-
ing financing constraints and increasing government subsidies. In the test of regulatory effect, it is
found that digital inclusive finance plays a positive regulating role in it. Furthermore, the robust-
ness test confirmed the reliability of the research conclusions. Finally, the results of this paper will
provide theoretical and practical guidance for enterprises to improve their green innovation ca-
pabilities in practice, and have important reference value for governments and financial institu-
tions to formulate relevant policies and measures.
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1. 518

ik ESG (hEE. AR AFHAEE) S “0UBK H AR A& 24 4RV A AT S22 J X 7 A H U
ESG JRiEMMVAEIEL . A AR BTN, M0 XU H AR 58 R g I = AR HE LR AR AR
o B RRRARARA R R H 25 M, & EBUF A EPRH RS Syl “ Wk B bR, RIE] 2050 4F52H]
BRI RO Al T B R R SEEL U H AR R AL AR
25, W R EOAH . BEUREE R TT R 820 S 25 5 R D BRI

b ESG FRILAELIL “ WUk FH AR BOFEA. Gl DRI B A TR ARG EE, Ak AT Bl
NEREANET . I TR A, I IR = AR HE. U H AR B SRt 4k ESG 2R
BUBRH 1 S B R o Al it A R I PAT AT R AR S s, ARARHERE SR (e R, i vy BEEUR] FH 8RN
MR, FINEEA S TR & TARM . BEE AT SR SRR SR AR A PS54 R
TR, $TEH T T A HUR O bk A TR SR R 5 T R DR T S R A 2R BRI 2
FRW], TN ESG RIS b (I 55 SO T S M E Z AR IR A SRk ZRTM, X4l ESG R
XFEUHTIRER, JCHRREEHT, AHRET FLE A B .

2RO QUHT R TR AV A AN R PR B 7 Wl AR 55 A BT AR IR B 5 4, IR R st
At BB Sl . SR AU A DA B ok AR 5T RS A A, IR RENS 2T Al 1 38 5 At R B2 o
B, R7UA ESG RIUN 2 0 QIHT RS2 Wi B A B B A B AN S R S ASCER AR IR ik ESG &
P SO B RO REATIRNAT T, sl ESG RIS LR A EIF s, JySesil “ 0k B br”
M TR .

MENEEGRAET: H5E, WELEMSCIET 7 1k ESG RIVW SR G S, Bt
KL, —FHZEAAGIERAEEER, IF B85 B e s, ZAeat e i, [, &
7 ESG RILAT LU I BUR AV ANZE A ik 53 20 R K IRIE i x L BB OS5 18 . LU R dlk g i)
SR R e 3 7 A ESG Rl . Ba, BRI T AT ESG SEERIA a2 Ak, AFRE XK
HAR” HIscBlsedt 17 Hngte.
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2. BSOS/
2.1. £ ESG RS Z G NHFMR

Al ESG RILHIFLIRT FT o 6 25 (2023) 0T 7o A 8L, ESG i B R ] LIAT R AIRAE B AXTAR, 1
SR AR S VI TR RIRE, JFIE R SRTHAMBIRTE L, TEOR Ak ESG {5 245 F o il KUK ) 472
FSEMA[1]. BRI (2023)IN 0y, MV JEAT ESG TTAEW MISREUN . B #H S4B BB R, A R
Uf 1) ESG RILAT LLIRAS B 2 BUM SCFF 52N F], AR RIEMETTA, DURTEB S E[2]. RIEE(2023)
MAAA BT AR ESG R I i $2TH il 4t GF KX — IR IE S AV ANE 193] DAt 45 (2023) 7
K6 ESG sKEOH A ALET RN, 45 7 ESG SEEFEREAIHR T AT LU i 1 5 Al SR 2 B A (i g
T T PR FIARAT D9 LA B 2 e R 55 240 RAR R A ML BT I 2518 [4] . W] A5 [5] (2023) 3 Frix — 4518
L3R5 (2023) T FL R ], ESG PRRTIAT AT FEAR A i £ RS o o, LRSS B8 2 2 4 e 1 5 1
FH[6]. R4 45 (2023) M4k = 24 il it b b i 2 W BE a7 ESG 15 BBk e 5SRO RN, RKIL &4+
FEIEAHSRKR AR, I HAUSS R BALE R A E M ERI[7]. 28 e R 755 (2023) il Jy ik ESG RILAT
LUt R TR BT AT AR B Aol I 25 SRR TH8]. EMIRAF(2023) k4 A I B AF #dls, SEiEwFA
T Ak ESG RIAAERA R MIER, KIANL ESG /KT HIFEF AT Lhid i &3 € 611X — JR3E 52 ) 4
FRAFRO]. 1 H 2R S W (2023) WA A5 40 £ A5 1 P T fl gl 4 B EAE P AR A, T AR
HAT B 2 (gt AF I [10] -

ESG RIS M. Mk ESG 15 B4 sa A B TR aiAHICE 1 ik i) ESG I, Al
MR RS R R BE 1 AR AL SR T SR R IR 5, B AR S RIF AR5, Dy il 2% (G e
KRFEAEABN . fE, ESG 5 EHEE T LRI VG FERE 1, A AT A& A 2 AH 5 7 B B = s
T Z% A SR B AR 0L, B B2 AL SRt QB e I 80T SC T Alk ESG RIS Zr BT (15
WA T, BUA SR FEIFARIRTE 70, (B R B A58 LIAGA R T 3R, ik ESG RILA B et
ROBIHACTRTE . XAk ESG RIS Zx BT Z 18] AR AL HIBIE 78 1 ZLER AR SRR PR 20 PRI
A2 E MR AR 2 THAE[11] L B bR BN [12] AR A 5L BRI B [13] . $RTHAA
VR B[ 141557 1Hi -

fth, SCESRHRE 1. Al ESG KRBT DUERE 4t e il .

2.2. Mk ESG RIXZF & AIF R EIFHFR

ESG RILG AL LR . ESG SO IE L 2 Rl AR 5515 /2., 35 Ak A5 SRR 15, AT
LATR) B 7 5 B i %0 A MRS 5, 3R TT L2 AN, RUFA ESG STRG AR R 24 Rl VA #E
BEJIBRIME S, MIMTHRTH LR B AN (50, A AV IRICE £ ML A5 FH Rl BE[15]. S34h, X1 EH(2019)HF
FRW], AL EEIA LS BT DA RSN 5 BME A IR L, $RTH ML BB, N
b R R, ITIERAS B 25 il B8 SO I R AR BT AR [16]. ERTHEE (2023) A R AW s R
B W I S FEAE L rp i I T AR I [L7]

ESG RILSBUFHMIG o ARFEA T AR IS BEAE, A A5 A2 AR 75 3R 4[] I 3 2 e L A R 2 AH 5
IR Al ESG I R AT LA i b 77 4 T 2l o SRR B R e 25 A S AR 50 (A 2, 2 S R
R, AN S SCR[18]. MBUFIE AR REARE K P — 5, AR S ESG iR h =1
S A AN RT s AT Ay Aok $2A3E BE 2 (U R BAG i A Lk 4k S S B B S AR 2 A 50 ] 52 55
(2023)iE i W7t A it BT AR R, 31T ESG RILAEME HE mBUM IR AN RIAERT & AN 2518, JF HL
FESETFEURFRIT AR i R P 5 D 2 25 [19] o
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Ak, SRRV 2 MM 3: Al ESG R ILIE I R w4 b il B 2 R AL LRt 8K . Ak ESG &
PLIE L R B AN fe st 2t BT

2.3. ESG M xt il F & S FHBAB A AR

ESG R MUEH BT S5 GIHr. ERAMEART T, PUHEE & G EE A 52
535, &% B ARG B EE SR B M AL e A R . TR EANFRIL, — A, MU
P F AR T — R T S 0B A (5 B [20]. HUIBEREFILG, AT A U ARAS A R )
FERI R & FE BRI AT I B S B, A A RS EEHE. [FRF, Gollier A1 Pouget [21] (2014). Chen
£5[22] (2020). Dimson £5[23] (2015)%# B 7t & WANLA R B2 2 FpBont 4k ESG R BA 2 & (e #EEH

S—J7 M, A REE B EAE T I R FERE SR T e AR SR, TR B
W E R AT FAUAR T AR, RBBIEAE AT ER, RS S5 A FRHENREA
i, BRI TV BRAE BAXFRIER A . 3, ARV eIt R, Wits 7B
PR R B RN 2, TR ESHLA 58 0 A m] B BHE R, 39 fE RAE ] .

ESG I it HEmKR RS MG E0H . B BEREEIKIT KEIE . 2T F AR K
SREAN IR T2 IMREE S REE, SR rhE e G R S E 5, RS
FAAE R A ML SRS DY R 55 (103 A% R THTI PR0 25 A AN e Ve S b XU, PR BSR4 Rl A 3
ER B DR EA . VARG T 4 EUE DY SR E ke A A MR A 7 i AR P A7 A 1 Rk 5 TR S )
AR, Bt 2 o s v DALk AT LAL A A b AR (R SR S OF LSS, R B o Al S € A =47
ITIE, BRAR B FOE A RISk . IR FR A (2023) R FL A I b A W] 2022~2021 44
BRI, B B R A e v AL SR B 0T, I H ESG AR H A& 28 15 1 FH [24] «

B, SCEAREHMERBE 4 AR 5: MU BT Rl LU LE Ak ESG R IKTZR (G181 5 0 v e 1 75
VERD $rr it B it Rk SR AE Al ESG BN 43 Bl 37 O 5 i) ke 181 5 1 1

3. SEEff3R
3.1 HHEKIFESHARIEE

ASCLL 2009~2021 4F A i BT A FIEARAE A FAEA . O TR OREAR TR I, ARSI TN
FERRI G AT ST 5*ST Kk, I A e S5 3E1T 1T 1%M 48 b8, &Z&453] 7 32399
AN B IR o A S A4 1) A8 B 5 rh Aol R S A BRI 45 B0 . A b SR et FR i S5 R 15 4L
PEERIET CNRDS $#57E, 4k ESG R B E K IE T H4IE ESG H¥aiTFL.

32. BERETEEEX

N T KA ESG RIS £y BIHT RN, ASTRY A0 1] AR R BE AT 3 A -
Inlscx; , = B, + B,ESG, , + S,Controls, , +ind + year + &, , 1)

@) AR At RRIRFER R MRS A, PR R Inlsex FoR ekt BlEi K, # LA F
AT HI S SR R BRI SR S T B LRI N 1 OO AT . o BT AR SIS S B R
BN 2% 6,50 T B L R D 1 O SO SR AR A 56 . ESG N AR &, RonAll ESG RI, KA
iF ESG fR%t /7% . Controls /45 &, f4E Cashflow (M43 Lufl). Liquid (Jizhtt3). FIXED
(5 %77 5 L) ROA (#7125 %). Lev (Mfittb3). Indep (Msr#H ELF]). TOPL (35— KRB A
Ebfl). FirmAge (A F4E#). TobinQ (FE% Q). Dual (G215 HENE—). Board (F3H A% . A CikfssH] T
ATIL(IND) R4 (YEAR) B E XL, & FRBENLIRZE DT, & 1 N FERBERRIAR S

i
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics for major variables

* 1 FETEMRMGIT

A FEAR BIfE N /MA N E|
Inlscx 35,325 0.307562 0.733192 0 6.844815
ESG 35,325 4.11581 1.095735 1 8
Cashflow 34,862 0.04651 0.070027 —0.16311 0.243144
Liquid 34,862 2.575482 2.746777 0.318803 17.75019
FIXED 34,862 0.210101 0.160216 0.002087 0.696676
ROA 32,963 0.040601 0.06402 —0.23391 0.220894
Lev 34,862 3.525505 3.146069 1.118385 19.78324
Indep 34,859 37.55628 5.343275 33.33 57.14
TOP1 34,862 34.54215 14.90602 8.6457 74.8237
FirmAge 34,862 2.861189 0.353224 1.609438 3.496508
TobinQ 34,287 2.060973 1.320134 0.86205 8.648217
Dual 34,862 0.281281 0.449631 0 1
Board 34,859 2.127719 0.199279 1.609438 2.70805

HIREG S R L 1. 3R 1 IR MEG 45 S nT DUR I, ffR 28 & Inlsex 11T 141 A 0.307562,
B/MEA 0, B KIEN 6.844815, FriEZE A 0.733192, FIAFEAR MV MAARZE EAIHTKEEAR, AEFEA
N Z BRI SEEIH KT ERB K. B E ESG RINAIIREZ NN 1.095735, & AE N8, m/MEN 1,

BRI ESG RIBA —E M ZE R

4. EERPAGRERRES R

4.1, FEAERYILER

IR T A ESG RIUAT LR B ANHT ACE 2 B [RHEE R, WA 20 iR 2 ZI(Q) TR, fEARE
il AP AT MY - B T ] 5 R8E, AR fI AR E S SL T, ESG B RECKN 0.0256, 7E 1%[M/KF ERE R
1E. B#E 25)Q)%ExR, FEIMAEHZEEZ G, ESG MAFN 0.0290, 7E 1%M/KF EEZEANIE. RiE
X2 B3) s, EIMAEHIAR R IFEHATI - BA G, ESG KIRECH 0.0294, {KIRTE 1% /KT &
FENIE. EREIAZGRESE, Ml ESG RIF MG EAIH KT A EERIREER, A% 1

Table 2. Benchmark regression results
2 2. FEEIFAER

ESG

1 2 3
Inlscx Inlscx Inlscx
0.0256™" 0.0290™" 0.0294™"
(8.44) (8.93) (9.06)
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-0.0302 -0.0605
Cashflow
(-0.66) (-1.30)
-0.00299 —0.0005
Liquid
(-0.94) (-0.16)
-0.111™ -0.0628"
FIXED
(=3.35) (-1.81)
0.0588 0.109™
ROA
(1.08) (2.00)
-0.00324 -0.00682"
Lev
(-1.16) (—2.45)
0.000477 0.000803
Indep
(0.56) (0.95)
-0.000661" -0.000359
TOP1
(-1.77) (-0.97)
0.137™ -0.0638™"
FirmAge
(10.56) (-2.67)
-0.00735™" -0.00313
TobinQ
(-2.77) (-1.08)
-0.000132 -0.00867
Dual
(-0.02) (-1.01)
0.0310 0.0751™"
Board
(1.16) (2.83)
AT b [ 7 R vE NO NO YES
P 160 3] 5 5 1 NO NO YES
0.214™ -0.196™ -0.0857
_cons
(13.59) (—2.08) (-0.72)
N 35,325 32,399 32,399

4.2. RREMRE

N T REPAEMISE R T SENE, ACSCRE T DU R T AT R g A SR R, SERR AR,
Al A 37 R R 2 € A W ARSI I 8 AR 5O Rl BB A R PR 2 £ M) RS R (Inlsex L) EAT [ U, [ 45
R 35N )PIR; BB, KHRACE ESG KI5 —WI(ESGL)HEAT[AIIH, [ A5 Rk 3 5(2)Fix;
S = AR AT - I TR RN R, kR A A E RN, SR IR E RN AR AT |,
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[BUREERINE 3 FIQ) PR, HI, ASCERSES] T — RIVALE, HIRSAAE L AT R A &
B, ASCRH T RSBV FAAAE R N AEVE R . %52 155 (2022), ASCEHL T k2l YR 4
THI S i (Bigd) N THRAR, AFZLmPRHE A1, RN 0.

Table 3. Robustness test results

=3 REMRELER

1) 2 (3)
Inlscx1 Inlscx Inlscx
0.0164™" 0.0189™"
ESG
(7.54) (5.62)
0.0219™
ESG1
(6.40)
Controls YES YES YES
AT M ] e R YES YES YES
I 160 o] 5 235 YES YES YES
AR [ 5 35508 NO NO YES
-0.299™" -0.0132 -0.109
_cons
(-3.94) (-0.10) (—0.64)
N 32399 29615 32399

FasE A 45 B W22 3. ige 3 WA, SCELE AR 1%0KF FiE T RS . B, TATE
K, M BEH s T EAR R Bigs 75 1% 02 E MK N E ESG RUEIH EMAHKK R, TALE
BB B B I 45 S S R (e T 45 R —

5. 4tk ESG RIPEMILR & BIFTHIHLH

N R S 20 TR BURF AU P K LI E Ak ESG BN & B 5o mi b (1 T, A DL SAL FoR
REZEZI, FH SA fRECKHET R, BT SATREUN AL, ASCH SA $REUR4 N {EH, #35] SAL, SALEK,
AT LUK . B gov ROREUR #MY . TERSRS (L) I 3EAE L, #ES7DLUF A/ aRipE A, 25 i i 24 AORITEL
WFAMISTE =35 % R R R FEMIPE T«

SAL,/gov;, = a, + 4ESG, +a,Controls;, +ind + year + & , 2

PR B 25 R W4 4. ESG P41 Al 5% 20 R 1) 520 22 %09—0.00616, 7E 1% L K- R, &
B ESG VF4rilliemy, @Bt 2 dibk . B ESG PP SR BT A I FE AR F1, ESG V4% 4k
BIEr R KA IESL, JEEAE 1% B EMEAKCE T E3E . ESG P40 BURM AN I 520 & 4k 0.101,
1E 1% R E MWK PR3, R ESG W ilm, M SREBUFANEERZ . ¥ ESG W4 5 BUM AN LR
IIABERL R, ESG PR/ R ZR L FT sz R8BS, I BAE 1% B E MK FRE. Mg
FRI, Al ESG FRILAIHA AT LAIE Ik % A ik 0% 240 AN A BURF 32 (it 5 22 AN SRR E SR BB R J  SITHIE
K96 25 SRAE 1% MK 2R ET.
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Table 4. Mechanism test results
=4 HHKRIEER

€y 2 (3) 4)
SA1 Inlscx gov Inlscx
-0.368""
SAl
(-9.62)
0.00799™"
gov
(3.77)
-0.00616™"" 0.0272™ 0.101™ 0.0239™
ESG
(-13.43) (8.36) (7.97) (5.98)
Controls YES YES YES YES
A7 Ml [ 2 R vE YES YES YES YES
P 160 o] 5 25 YES YES YES YES
2476 0.781" 14.46™ -0.161
_cons
(138.22) (5.25) (35.60) (-1.13)
N 32399 32399 22377 22377

6. {e)l ESG FRIMXT 4R & SIFTF A BT

N T IR TR 15 i LU ) 5 580 28 g i e A flk ESG 3REIUGS Zr t8 GI T R M0 v 1 18 45 2002
ATCUL INST AR5 F FF L, T index AARAERUR 27 I B RRE, 1T INST*ESG #54K
WAL 55 25 R i L 5 Al ESG F B AC L, index*ESG AFRH 7 & Ml 45 ) ESG RINM AL
FeI, ST (3)HI(4):

Inlscx; , = B, + BESG,  + B,INST, , + ,INST, , *ESG, , + f8,Controls; , +ind + year + &, , 3
Inlscx; = B, + BESG,  + B,index; , + giindex; , *ESG, , + f#,Controls, ; +ind + year + ¢; , @)

VARG IS 25 S W7 5. SHELE LW, index 5 ESG (72 I index * ESG &%/ 0.000149, £
1% /KT 3, Byt S e mda s R BE ESG RIUXT SR G (1 520 vkt 21 1E [ 85 1
M S 5 ESG MR HIAEE, SEARE, W HE M R B E 1) %A 1735 K 8 K FIRE B IR A
g, MUARHEE T AN, R R AR RO A

Table 5. Test results for moderating effects

5. WIS R

1) 2
Inlscx Inlscx
0.0325™" -0.0206™
ESG
(4.95) (-1.98)
0.000319
INST
(0.55)

i
;é
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Continued
—0.0000761
INST * ESG
(-0.60)
0.000725
index
(2.29)
0.000149™"
Index * ESG
(3.76)
Controls YES YES
A7 )b [ 5 R 8L YES YES
P 1) 2] 5 R0 YES YES
—-0.0994 0.155
_cons
(-0.80) (0.72)
N 31370 27242

7. ARGER

W R TR, RS, + S FATL(ESG) R I AL () S G137 K F B IE e . X —
SERERY, AFE ESG JyTHMRIUERL:, AR THESIS A . PSRRI, EE,
ESG R Iiid 22 55 20 AR (R SR (0BT . IX MR ESG R IR F5 1AV BE 25 5 iR 15 Al 08 SCRE, AT
RE0S 5 70 70 AR N B SR QG B b o X FR R AR R 7 29 R ICIAL A AL AR AL T 39 N 4% G 3 3 bl 2
A7, FIR, BUFANIEE 2 ESG RN &% (o B 37 /K S 7= A= R (1) S ZEHLA o BURFANIS AT LR 4l 44t
BV CHE, PRS0 RAS R RS, AT Eah Mk AT 5F 2 Skt B iG l. ESG SRILLF i A k.
A AT REIRIF U AN, 3 — 20350 T e AT TR SR QT U 35 4 0 R BT R

BEAh, Her it H eI EOR T Y ESG BRI R O8I R EH R K. HFRRIL, BrdEse
R KT R 7, Al ESG SRIAT ZR (G IR HEAE R OR o IX AT g & R A 375 B e il a8 R Al
PRALTE 2 H Rl T IGE N SR, TR HAE IR U QTG Bl o AN SCRIBIE Fa 285 SRt T AR EURF
TEAES AT RRE R R A S B 7 T A NG n e SR . BT R Rgse, DU SR
B, DMEHEA L ESG I 4% (0 815 i 52

$—, BURSCRERIUR . BUR AT DU 1 8 FISL il AE GBS, Sih e ESG 5 T B F5 R I«
Bilhn, PRALAAMARELE SRR R B R S, DAGRAR L IR BT A A, T (R SR R T
B, Nk ESG VEASFIMRE . AHOGHT TR LUINSE AT Al ESG RILBIVHAL AN, ) B A A IR E
FbRAE, FERAORILIE B AT SEPE . KA Bh T3l ML B8 ik A . AL VA B R, $2F+ 3L ESG
KW, HEFFOAFHIKE. =, REHEEESMRS . BUF T DHE S ek E, N
AR TE 2 Fh B IRGE R SR . XA B T2 R Bt 20, R SEAENESh IR AT 2 %R
FMLE. S0, EAEMEE. BUFTLUNGES ESG IR H K EAEMEE, $Em N axtF
ARREER PRI EE AR . XK B FaGsR Al ESG RIS QIH 1 EMFLRE, HshHBNSS
LEPSETIN

B2, BEXBUR RS RERHES), W CAEE— 5 B L E ESG 7 T BV R AP IR, ket e Bl
MR R o IXLEHUR SR LAS Bh SR nT RE SR e H s, IFHESNZ ST REEARE I Eh R K .
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