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Abstract

The report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China stressed that high-quality
development is the primary task of comprehensively building socialist modernization. The con-
cept of ESG (Environment, Social and Governance) is essentially a social consensus value, empha-
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sizing the sustainable and high-quality development of enterprises. It is an important way for en-
terprises to improve their investment efficiency by improving their ESG performance. Taking Chi-
na’s A-share listed companies from 2011 to 2022 as research samples, this paper makes an in-depth
analysis of the impact mechanism and action mechanism of enterprises’ ESG performance on the
level of inefficient investment, and draws the following conclusion through the empirical results:
Improving enterprises’ ESG performance can significantly reduce the level of inefficient invest-
ment. The ESG performance of enterprises mainly reduces the level of inefficient investment by
easing financing constraint. Heterogeneity analysis results show that media attention plays a neg-
ative moderating role in the process of the influence of ESG performance on the level of inefficient
investment. Further analysis shows that the ESG performance of state-owned enterprises has a
more significant impact on inefficient investment. Finally, based on the empirical research results,
this paper puts forward relevant countermeasures and suggestions for ESG system construction
and enterprise ESG practice.
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1. 518

ESG TENFIIALE . 412 5T AL A FIE LSS 2 455 PR M ST @ A A e b, 53R B &
HS RS AR — 8L SRR ESG BRI NSk M i< &0 R E L5 m R R EHA E R
B EAN M ESG & R EBAIN B, HETUIAE TELHB. 2018 49 A, iEaEIT ( LHiARAEE
AEIY , 0 7 R G A DG ORI HAE S THE R, EIR T BT A F] ESG 15 B EE A AHESE .
il ESG FRI Al & = A FH 28 = 7 LA ESG PPk, H ESG VP43t T 5 ESG HHRMIME Bk ik
s

FERE AR TR AR AL A3 TR A 9 BEARIRAS M FR RS, R & Al ARk R R i S i — M 4R
Pro HATHH A ARBCR R M LR T, B OCE an ] 22 BRI A b A R R 45 % 1) )

O SR ST IR 7T k. ESG RIS TR 2 A6 &R, B H A i s map LS 1 FA B AT mT gk
— B RHEN . i, ASCRARE A B ETT AR 2011 £ 2022 IR AT SOER L, FA ek ESG
RO G AEBCRB TR Z IR R, I T NIERIR R I B AR I FE PR e i s, s Nl
JnAsTH .

2. BRSO SMRRZ

i)l ESG RILMIAILRY . -2 THTIEAT A AR B = T LA TN T RF SR B RE ). B TR 5 1%
B, @ IR ESG RIS M R MAE 5 R, A BT FAR Ak Py 5 B2 5 AR 25 AH G
(A RN R K ) i A 2 3 Sk A b 28 8 R R o AV AE ESG J7 T 9 3 AT AR i Ab i 2%, #2714
AvEhEEAE F[1]. IR, ESG 15 BN 5R AE M RFEAHR 0 /i, TR 25 M6 F e, ESG HA O NKE
B AR ANBURT SR 55 AH OG5 B AT 0GR I A b R TR I, BN A A B SRR RS AT S e R 3= B 45
ESG 15 B/l
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Al RO ARG ST R, ALIEAR PR  RE, ReiERar R AP 5, ki PR
TERA . T HE%(2018) [2]0F 78 K I 1 A FIA 7R IR VE S I A, 5 2 A AR T e S B A
Ao FTCAIEIE A B A BAR DR A R, 2 RO PR AE R AR B K . Ak B R A2 T AT,
BRI T EM A5 B, A8 sl % S8 B R H E R, B 7408 A 7 B IR ARL
R3] ATLA R AFIIAE S ST B AT 7T LASE i AV I8 78 R AR B 2008 . R AN 555 (2021) [414656 T 4l
ESG RIAT R F AR MFLM, Ny RIFH ESG RILAT AR S 2R, HLHIRIE R0, X —fm
BRI PR AR A NG b B A0 AR GBI BT DA B #f, ARSI R

H1: 4l ESG RN AR T AP Tk %

i i 48 i AR IV 5545 2 AT LA D Ak 5 AN Z TR AE BN RRFE RS, PRAR TN A B A
IR F R T B, WM MR T 2K [5]. ESG 15 B 18 7] L% 8538 St o A GBI E 5,
SEAE AT RT3, 355 B 08 8 YR AR VT AV b oA Sk T TR XoF 1 XU 328 17 AR 45 T 3 BT 2R 11 XU s A7 [6] o
Ak ] PLid i 57 R AP ESG R IR B SER B il L Se 4 JJ M2, NI TE 25 5 3R 15 08 4 3 RF
[7]o Rilss 29 SROFE BE (0 BRI O R 2R T A AT H B  JRURS:, A 80t s /b T Al 76 Al B S I H i B T
G AR BT AR, TSR AL 3 e . BT DA Ear b, $R R

H2: ESG K ILIE 22 Rl 7t 21 50 T FRAR IR RCR R B KPS

TEB AW T, B ER AT RIS EZ IR EIER . B g i 5 53U i
TANAF ., RIE(E B RIS TEE, Rtk ESG 15 B M /MR 25 HH O 4L 1R8] FRIE i k¥ ESG
GRPERRE N R, MR I AGERCE RN, PTRES X LA B R RUE S, FEAR A KT
FEZ RIVEA, TR SR, AR THEATA[9]. [FIES7ERT I P9 57 RIS 22 BEAR AL 1 1T
WM EE W &SR0, #Emsm 2 E R, MEHEAT . FA SR MR

H3: BRI B A7 Al 5 Aol ESG R I/ - R348 K P AR T, 8 v PR AR O B 2= 554k Al
ESG KIS FE R 45 BE K- A FH

3. fAREItT
3.1 HARIEFESHIERIE

ASCUHE A i BT F] 2011~2022 SFERREARAREA, BIBRFEAIA YL ST Feiibnic LA L & fl fx
Br SR MIREAS, S B A ™ B R RAEAS, O T B AR S (X A R AR R A RE ML, £ 1960 99% 73 A7 ALk
W {EL AL 2
3.2. TEIEE
321 WEETE

52 £ 95(2022) [101#1 52 R BB AR 10 J53, A SCHETE Richardson #44& (15% 22 TH AR, 7347k
Oy AR [ 45 B 5k 22 BE B A AR AR B KT

PEALUT

Invest, . = B, + B,Growth; , =1+ B,Lev, _, + B;Cash, _, + B,Age, _, + B;Size;

1
+f,Ret, , +4Inv, , + > INDUSTRY + 3 YEAR +¢,, @

BER(L)H, Invest AR AT = (W E 537 ToTE 387 At AR 0 58 7 SO R B - 4 BT 7
ToT 5 A H Al A B U B R BE 7 Growth AR KLy, HFETR Q Fom; XAy
OPEEFEHEAT OLS [BIH, SRASHIAAIIE, FRZEMANE N A R AR BR BB
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322 MBETE
AR BN ESG R ASCIRFRANFIEIE ESG VPRAE NAZ OB S . BEXT A i &
AT K ESG ¥FH 0 N AAA-C LAY, A% ESG 2R B i & B AR O H M 9~1 iEAT IR AR .

323 ANZE

AR Hadlock 55(2010) [11]HZEH SA FeECkET = AV IR 2R K, SA F8EH b4 A
MV IR, SRR SR R4S BB ol . SA FRE X EIR S, LT IE I RE Z4R e, <2
RN o

324, BEHTE

RS At 5 3 AR 2 30(2023) [12] 012, U e L 9F 5008 AR 45 F £ (CNRDS) O e - 7t 20 7 ik
SO RSO, 8 90 4 I 637 RO I 2 95 0 AL A A KOS, A B A R 1 R
[ ARSI I8P et i (Medlia) ) 6 A B
3.25. {EHITE

NRICTRFCR R, , A5 % O ORI b, A SO — R UL R T A B AT ], B
AR, ANPEES . P SR TSRS —, B CSMAR bl ARIMEE . BESE,
ARSCIE R T AT IR JEE [ R 20 B . LR J R SO 1 .

Table 1. Description of variables
1. TERA

B3 i ZEAR REMS BEEX
WA AR TKF Invest TSR [ U5 5k 2 LA 6
R AR 4k ESG FEH ESG 1 ESG S5 LA 1~9 TR {H
H AR Rl BT 2R SA SA FREI A X HE
WA E BRIV E Media T 5 O 4 A AR S B 1 BOR 4
AR ASIEN Size RN
filb e Firmage MAEAEAY — A F SLAEAR
W= 5 Lev AR SR 7
LA Board EH2MAH
PRERG— Dual HRERKEEAHYFE— AR 1, FEO
3.3. REME

3.3.1. FEEFER
B, NTIIUE HL: &l ESG RIS AR 0T Z MAAAE AR K R BE IS E RN 4 R
TN
Invest,, = A, + BESG, , + Controls;, + > INDUSTRY + > YEAR +¢, @)
FERLAY(2) 1 Invest AL | 7E t FEHERCER I BIKT, ESGi Nl i 7 t 421 ESG &I, Controls;, /4 i
1E t FEREHIE, R (Size). kAR (Firmage). R ai R (Lev). #2234 (Board)
FIFEAA —(Dual); > INDUSTRY 1Y YEAR 47 Ml 5 55 WA AR A7y ] 7 R0 o
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3.3.2. WHHMMEER
AR SR R 28 SR R PP A A S B 15 = 9540 ESG RIUX HERCR BB IR, A
BOEQIR
Invest;, = B, + BESG, , + B,Media,; , + B,ESG; , x Media, ,
+Controls;, + > INDUSTRY + > YEAR +¢,

Ferpr, Media %o | ARMVAE t SERBEARSGEREE o 27 sUrh S IR g 25 0 IE, IR AR & 2o b hlk ESG
RIS IERCRIR AR ; 2, & ps BFE NG, R 2 550 lk ESG RIVG FERAR K H )

E 2P
4. SEUESTHT
4.1, R

22 HIR T AR A G TS5 R, MR R AR R E , i AEROR BT KT (Invest) i KB N 0.297,
BIME N 0.0406, Hr#EZE A 0.049, FIHFRE S L7 ARV K AR K ZE R TE AT IR
DA R, Al ESG RILESG)Im AME N 8, f/IME N 1, ¥IME N 4.125, briEZR 1.094, W A K I
AT ESG R 22 A .

FEHIAR R ITI, BAROSE R KE A 9.802, f/IME N 3.296, ¥I{H N 5547, trifiZ N 1.288, &
B b7 Al ] 52 AR G TEAR BEAEAE AR 72 7

TSI BT, M EURE(Size). A AERS (Firmage) i 2 A1 fEAE AR 22 5, SORE A rhr il
B s T 3, MAZE R K. RSB (Board)ZE Sk, 1t B Al 2 A 45 3L 2 N #89A BRAEAE
BRER . R GRS F7 10 57 Gt 5 (Lev) B 1 Z BE L LR, 15 BH BT 4 B AR i M 1) I 45 DR o
B . PHERA—(Dual) FI35ME N 0.264, i W K 2 Bk A o A B E AT 15

®)

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of variables

F* 2. BEHMRMEST

Variable Obs Mean Std.dev. Min Max
ESG 27,904 4.125 1.094 1 8
Invest 27,904 0.0407 0.0495 0.000408 0.297

SA 27,904 3.842 0.249 3.132 4.445
Media 27,904 5.547 1.288 3.296 9.802
Size 27,904 7.798 1.234 4.920 11.26

Firmage 27,904 2.946 0.312 1.946 3.526
Lev 27,904 0.436 0.201 0.0626 0.895
Board 27,904 2.126 0.198 1.609 2.708
Dual 27,904 0.265 0.441 0 1

4.2. XS

3 NE AR BT, R AT, ESG RIMAAEMR BT RO K KR, YIERY
RAIFH) ESG RILAEW > AV AR BKT: TSR I 1, BRI E (Media) 5 AR R £ 5 KT
(Invest) 2 ARG R PTA 1AL BB R AL BHA AR I B ARSI, IXRIIASCE#E T I
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Table 3. Correlation analysis of variables

3. TEMEXMEDH

Invest ESG SA Media Size Firmage Board Dual
Invest 1
ESG —0.080*** 1
SA —0.085***  —0.075*** 1
Media 0.011* 0.122***  —0.076*** 1
Size —0.105***  0.202***  —0.105***  (.351*** 1
Firmage  —0.102***  —0.015** 0.874*** 0.035*** 0.031*** 1
Lev —0.068***  —0.049***  0.030*** 0.161*** 0.345*** 0.135***
Board —0.052*** 0.037*** —0.017*** 0.100*** 0.242%** 0.027*** 0.144*** 1
Dual 0.048***  —0.028***  —0.054***  —0.026*** —0.106*** —0.079***  —0.111*** —0.179*** 1

e AT AR ROIFRELR, * R AR 10%. 5% 1%HREMKT, TR,

4.3. BEAEERYFLER

M 4 mTLLEH, Ak ESG RILAAEZ TR TAAAERZE R AR KR, RPN ESG K I
U, AERCRRE KK, BRE, FIQ)RNICE ESG YF X —fatsgi NEIE 4T SN T IIAAT
Ml 8] 5 R 5 4 3 ] 28085 A (3)FE A (L) Bkt N T il AR s 41)(4) 75 1 (L) S At N 7 47 b [
TE RN AEAy [ O DA R Fs il A i . MIRHERASE RoRE, ZOERE R ESG RIIITE 1%1) %

FACr LS MSRO RS, IR T RTSCRIE e HL, BB dv iR R ESG RILAT LAFFRAR R R £

TR

Table 4. Baseline regression results
4. BEEVFLER

(1) Invest (2) Invest (3) Invest (4) Invest
—0.0036*** —0.0026*** —0.0030*** —0.0015%**
ESG
(0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003) (0.0003)
—0.0029*** —0.0042%**
Size
(0.0003) (0.0003)
—0.0150*** —0.0087***
Firmage
(0.0009) (0.0011)
—0.0069*** 0.0053***
Lev
(0.0016) (0.0017)
—0.0054*** —0.0064***
Board
(0.0015) (0.0016)
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Sual 0.0027%** 0.0031%**
(0.0007) (0.0007)
0.0557*** 0.0484%** 0.1335%** 0.1105%**
5o (0.0012) (0.0042) (0.0045) (0.0060)
7D 5 RN NO YES NO YES
A [ 52 R NO YES NO YES
N 27904.0000 27904.0000 27904.0000 27904.0000
r2 0.0064 0.0761 0.0267 0.0894

4.4. tEFHHISHT

ASCAE R B 2R (SA) IR — b E N /AR &, WEFE ESG RN BB M m /I o (5145
RN 5 fron, MAIQR)EIAZERKE, Ak ESG /K-F5LL SA F B & [t 5 £ FOK-F7E 1% 1 8351
KRR . MFIE) AR KE, AN SA J5, 1k ESG R G IERFIRL BT 2 [H)iL /& 2 90 2 3 Ul
x, H SA HARRCERBTUK P Z A 2B R, MOCRETN-0.0189, RV BT LR A I 2 2. 2% P I
FERCRBLTK Yo IBNVALERTT UL 2, okl 58 203 AE Al ESG R BN AR RCR B BT 52 o (4
MNEN R, B, S8IE 1B H3.

Table 5. Regression results of intermediary effects of corporate financing constraints

F 5. lFRFELARE P AL EYTER

(1) Invest (2) SA (3) Invest
—0.0016*** —0.0080*** —0.0017%**
ESG
(0.0003) (0.0007) (0.0003)
—0.0189***
SA
(0.0025)
Controls YES YES YES
0.1065*** 1.9352%** 0.1431%**
_cons
(0.0059) (0.0140) (0.0076)
A7 )b [ 5 3487 YES YES YES
S [ T R YES YES YES
N 27904.0000 27904.0000 27904.0000
r? 0.1166 0.8037 0.1184

4.5. IR 54T

FEFEE RN F R, N AR B 2 5 ) ESG RIS SR A B (A e T (c_ESG x ¢_Media),
BENEEAGE R . BRI RIS R F % 6 fiw, WAIQR)MEFKE, b2 J5 1) ESG KI5 Ak
RV FE AR TR T[] U R 2 Interact 78 1%7K-F X225 N IE, Ul B BRSO B 2 55940 il ESG R I JERCR
A ARIER, R H3 AL,

i
;é
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Table 6. Regression results of mediating effect of media attention
6. FHCEERBETERRIEER

(1) Invest (2) Invest
—0.0015*** —0.0018***
ESG
(0.0003) (0.0003)
0.0035***
Media
(0.0003)
0.0006***
Interact
(0.0002)
Controls YES YES
0.1105*** 0.1019***
_cons
(0.0060) (0.0061)
AT b [ 5 B RE YES YES
A I T KR YES YES
N 27904.0000 27904.0000
r? 0.0894 0.0936
4.6. FREMRIS
Table 7. Regression results of delayed explanatory variables
7. HEBRETENEALER
(1) Invest (2) Invest (3) Invest (4) Invest
—0.0015***
L.ESG
(0.0003)
—0.0020***
L2.ESG
(0.0003)
—0.0022***
L3.ESG
(0.0003)
—0.0015***
L4.ESG
(0.0004)
Controls YES YES YES YES
0.0983"" 0.0924™" 0.0883™" 0.1182"
_cons
(0.0065) (0.0069) (0.0075) (0.0080)
A7 V[ 5 YES YES YES YES
SEA [ 7 R YES YES YES YES
N 23134.0000 19984.0000 17122.0000 14324.0000
r? 0.0989 0.1076 0.1129 0.1080
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NG S A PRR R B A AR R L, AR SOR A Je AR B . i S RES 07 (2022) [131R9MH%,
e = =, VUMM ESG K B iiiAr i, H% ESG RIS MWARRCR TP Z R KR,
PR O PR AT RO AR I R, i3 7 SRR, P e 9] ESG [ [al R R E v ti,  HAE 1%HHI/K
ERE. EMATR, BN G, BSOS IR AL, BIE T A R AR .

4.7. E—B 0

[l Al AR R A AT AL AR S A 5, KIS E MR R R BIBUF M A AR 2 5%
I, EA AR A BT ESG {5 B ER R B 7RI SR . R, AT Il B 5 IR AR AT O
ORI 5 4558 A48, DRI IR A eolb AR Rl B 20 R, RES AT S0 2 IR BE T H e % . X ffR EA
A f) ESG RIS R ACR i m 2 S AT TARE A 4 ll, Hm R 28K,

ARSI Alb i A A B AR A 42 IR e 7502 A b A, 0 9 EA Al 4 5 3R A Aol 2H AT 0]
H, KRR 8 fn. WA ERE, EA MK ESG R S5AEEA MK ESG RIS HFRZ 5K
BR8] A SR 25 9 0, BRI IE AL ESG R ILAEW /D AL RCR IR . BAARE, EA ML
f a0 4 F #09-0.0012, AR EA ok i [E1H R $05-0.0010, w5 FEA M4 ditbfG i E A L ESG
I RE 8 AR A Y IR BKF .

Table 8. Group discussion regression results
< 8. MATHEEIALR

A4 Invest JEE 44 Invest
ESG —0.0012*** —0.0010***
Controls YES YES
_cons 0.0964*** 0.0930***
(0.0091) (0.0081)
A7 b I 5 R YES YES
S ] 72 RN YES YES
N 17737.0000 10167.0000
r? 0.0883 0.1128

5. RGRSEN

AR 2011 % 2022 4F 3752 5K A i BT A RIEARE, DUE T AL AR AR 25 AH O B Ay 3
WwELAl, @ SUE TR T ESG RIS A B R R . AR B R &R 1) kiR TE ESG
RINBEA UERAN ARG 2) BB LWRAE ESG RIMNT JERLZEHL B K- (s ma i A2 o Ay
YER: 3) WA FE A ) 5 £k ESG R IUXT R R LA I HIHIE A . 4) BEA ML ESG RINT
Bt R R R SR TR E A Al

MR SHIES @, ASCHEH LT EE

1) fEWREZ, BUTRINPHERE ESG BARHIFEMEL ¥, 5635 ESG 15 BIKERHI B, #57 ESG s
PeFetk &R, smbl P EE ESG (FE, L ALIEHIE, X ESG FRIN R UF Al T LS T3& 4 1B X
FF, 0 ESG FRIUAGF I A MV AN S TR 5, T Sl A AR AT ESG & ik, Riix4i— ESG 15
BN OZ, HAl EHAREZ ESG #is IS H M X (1S ESG HfR{E B RFAF, NEAL
P, HAARATRE 2 Rk dE pete (et O G R RIVAE RIS B, MM RIS L, BIER A E R
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2) AV NAZAER R TR ESG BLE WAL B B A e fe b, K ESG PG b T E 4l g

I, LLESG B 51 A Al FFE i i, R RF TR ESG B, AWM EIEE. [,
Al B Z AR B R RS, T Bh K R R R ESG {5 R, RIEN ESG {5 BT LABRAR Al 5 Py 4R
R Z S EAKIARRESE, 1853 A AN OG0 Ak 45 0, AL RERS SE AP e T4 LA 2, 2K

SR

EVESIE SRS A VAP
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