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Abstract

In this study, we conducted an empirical analysis of the impact of ESG scores on innovation outcomes
from 2012 to 2021 based on relevant data sets from Chinese firms. The results show that there is a
positive causal relationship between high ESG performance and firm innovation, and this effect is
more significant in state-owned enterprises and high-tech enterprises. This effect may be achieved
by affecting financing constraints and financial redundancy. Through heterogeneity analysis, this
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study found that this effect is more significant in state-owned enterprises and high-tech enterprises,
but not significant in private enterprises and non-high-tech enterprises.
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1. 518

BEAE TR A H 2 R B AL, BRI A& 5IR B (ESC) MR HIE B 2 . IXR A
X SEBAC ARG LA R R B T BB AR LM S R s G SR B oCE 2. ESG SUUL il 4
AN A AE RIS AT 35 S AR 5 KUK B ITUEALIB 5 T SE R 8 7 o ABTFC B TEAR T ESG Ssiin o S il 6]
B JEE X TEAEAAC K R A PSRBT S L S R

B AR SR 2 BBORR 1O O%E, ESG KN AL IZ & RSN H 28R . R HT il S e i 20
ROAA, ESG ST g A& BRI iz B AR, Hl FAMBYER &, wT e BLAS AL A E ) SR
1], RIEIRBTFC AR, AR5 BAXTFRETEOL S, Besh) ESG ST B 3R AT S ML kR
B P DRI AR S FIEAE, A RIS E A JEmACR[2]. s, #n¥aiat, b
A EEME S S U E H 2RO, Ak Feff R A7 ESG R, AEHE B 4F MR H o ™% B
ZOR RS PR3] /IR LEHE T EARDT T ESG SRS H W88 Z IR &, (HHXT L EIH
HLARFER TS ARAR 278 93 BB SO A

T SN, TSR ) s e A Al 3T, TR HE S AR BTRY T FeA e REAR A 7 A 5
[ HEOA R e SR, ESG HYSMERE AT B 2 oM QBT BT R, s SR AL B S I 8N o T2 5
ESG SR BB AL QI 21X — M (EA R BURAS R B & B A o S A FTANE, 3
A BRI AT A 2 IRAR IR 8, AU B T RSB, 3 RE b6 7 HE ) e i 22 0F
KIERIFIRG, KB4 G S 2 ER AL &

CABEFRY, Rl a AR R B IR S KU R H, X AL A= A4 B (4] AL
EH T ESG MR AR BB L A EMISEI[5]. SRTR, ESG X BIHT A4 R iR o AR AT B 78 4 R
AICET A BEESE, TR ESG X QT HFEm S LB LA R A A B b T2 R LR K
TEAEH) ESG Vr, AT T ESG S BT R Z 1A 2RI . ASHETT A DBk AR BLLE LA R PN J T
AFIFIZE AR BB, 8T 7 ESG X QBTN . BLAMEERTT 1 IX P EZMAEAN R ll PR BL . AL
AEE TR ARSI BEIR 7, IS T ESG S ALIaE R R I STk
2. BRI B

ILAER, B S X T RS R ) B ST AN BINER s A Rt Ml 28 B AN BS54 2 SR Z 1)1 47
B RIEGTIG R SUEFEIR, BURF EABEEI L L 2 Ak () B s R A IR P Ik s 5 e R REAEI
AT AR JE RS, QT RO A SCBEN ER. BA 9K ESG SE B Ak AR SR AT T B Rl G
VA BRI R BORSCRE s T B AT A 427 B fiE 7 [6] -
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SRT, ESG SEERIA FEBPEREE — € AN RN o AV AE St ESG BB, i H 7 2R H A
SRR, WIABE ORI EOR . SRR TE . AR TUEIUH 5, IS AT RE A8 SR IR A KA
Wit dt HAn A5, BLAh, ESG SEftiad 2wl e AR AN AR RN, URFRTHEE A St ik
EPLAE, T RE R I ORI 25150, JCHRAE MR S A G s 2 SR A R R B

5 “ESG @it E AL ” (Rt S B AN A, A ad AR OCE BRI, ESG IR A 4
b H b MR AE R 28 A B e 1) SRR D MU 2 (LR T, PRSI RS OGE (T . B B
T PR W AR KIA . B XA, ESG BN HUBT S L BRI AN K R M 2%, dE T HE
B[]

5, ESG IR ik H Am A AIIE SR 25 2w B [ A 28 5 S A S M E BT, BERSAE AN E [
WSS AR, ST, A& TUEE AV B 2 53 TR B RNEF R, =T TR B
AUBSE, IERER S BA QIR A . S TR TR AS L E s RR R R A ], XS N 1
B3 JJREHESD = . HRFIRFEMIBIHT. th4h, ESG iEREMEI SRS MM BT S UME, (@b amifdt=
IR IEE, fm LAEReRE. HHEERR, dllodild ESG SEEM Bt bR, R SBUN. BRI
T AR P SR I R R4 o KBBR8 AL BRI T R SR BOREEATIIhEYL=, HRE
R K SR IRZI A . B, SR I SR A DR MEER SRS, R IR EIHT RS 2L &
AT AR, VA RAFA 2T RS VR R R REN BT H 315 5 2 (O BEIROREE, T INdE B HT 2
Pk, ESG MM 1AL 2, 3 O HES A b B8 i 3 20Kz Jy[8].

Hk, ESG REMSID olk N A AARER il B, R IR 2 AH O RS AR B . il T QR i H A
G BB AR, I BRI T B SU3orAl  H ] TR B SR ARl ESG I 5EE M
N FA BN 8 B S BOR AR R R — 2 WORE B RS A RE . AN, ESG prkid it &
DUAEAR 5 A A A1 R 2 A DG 38 S 17 T4 Aol ) SR ISR A - SRR AN AT P (A 2R, A Py oA B L, T
G587 ASAEAMARS 7 L, (it 1 ORI XS AR A BET . BRI, A SCHR H AR st :

B 1: ESG Refs AT R T Alk (1 Q™ i o

fRis 2: ESG RE % kD il 5T 20 R AN 55 TUASR IR THAHT g

3. ERFNBIE
3.1. SCIEEHR
T A ESG GO Al G KT BRI, ASCE T — AN BRI,

Innovation, = S, + BESG, +W, +y, +0, + ¢, (1)

AL, FhR ¢ It 23l FRORAEARAR A F 4y, I3 & Innovation AR ML GET K. €l
BRI T BT A RIS HIE R T REE . A IRER N, B R TR L R 55 H
BRI R R . S A AN B ESG K MEIE ESG W, B MBS H R &Y. Bhah, BAR
FINT B G2 1 A8 5 (Wer) , FF VR % 1747 Ml 881 58 2808 (ye) 5 B0 1) [ 78 RURE (o) o 428 1) A2 55 22 % Tsang (2021),
AT A FE S (Age) B4 & (Cash). ALAFZ (Leverage). & FIfE 71(ROA). Mk HiH%(Size) 5
T i (Value).

3.2. BiERKIR

AHFFLLA 2012 4E 2 2021 S WIIA) B - IRYI A B BT A FUONREA, HIEF] ESG 5 LA H i fIFR 1,
R T 12,941 DA FEOE . SRR EATE A 1R, BRI T b [ 7T A ik 55
5 (CNRDS). *HiEf] ESG PP B E M T A= ALK ESG S8k, T ZRITHE) iz i a)ve
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M. B 2009 i, HFIETEHOTERT A A6 K AT N ESG SURGHET T4l

HAT & s

AR ET AT, FHIRE TATRIZ AR G20 . ESG sk H WIND (Ji#), thAh o ) FAT kARG
(001 55 Hc i M CSMAR i 3R, 22 1 R | FEAREMNHRESIHE R

Table 1. Descriptive statistics

=1 gt

Ay & FEA &= L <K [y2 FH{E bRk 2= e/ ME ITONE|
ESG 12,941 Py 73.29 5.2 58.13 83.01
R E 12,941 A 100.07 449.73 0 12,881
SEH R & 12,941 A 49.82 224.47 0 6148
KL R & 12,941 A 50.25 258.27 0 7502
Aealb A 12,941 HrE(feon) 22.29 1.37 19.51 26.44
b AERS 12,941 & 18.98 5.51 7 35
FLAFZR 12,941 Hrt 0.44 0.21 0.05 0.97
NEeRHFEE 12,941 NEefHFEE 0.19 0.13 0.01 0.71
RFIRE 12,941 "okt 4.38 15.1 -156.13 1003.22
TN E 12,941 fe.5t 22.68 1.05 20.22 28.31
Table 2. Baseline regression result
=2 BAENPAER
1) 2 3) 4) 5) (6)
3.143™ 1.490"* 1.653"* 0.031"* 0.028"* 0.028™*
ESG
(0.752) (0.375) (0.443) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
N 46.563"" 20.559™** 26.003** 0.423™* 0.405™* 0.329"*
Ak HAS
(5.808) (2.897) (3.418) (0.019) (0.019) (0.017)
-1.790* -2.356™* 0.566 -0.016™* -0.018™* -0.008™*
b #S
(0.725) (0.362) (0.427) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
96.340™" 52.158™* 44.182" 0.063 0.348"* 0.147"
FLAT 2
(23.886) (11.913) (14.057) (0.077) (0.078) (0.072)
94.385™** 30.067* 64.318™ 0.006 -0.080 0.214™
NEFEE
(30.470) (15.197) (17.932) (0.099) (0.100) (0.092)
-0.507* -0.191 -0.315™ -0.001 -0.001 -0.001*
BRIRE
(0.242) (0.121) (0.142) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
‘ 116.641"* 54.208™* 62.433"* 0.296™* 0.175™* 0.413™
7R ARIE
(6.694) (3.339) (3.940) (0.022) (0.022) (0.020)
FEA & 12,941 12,941 12,941 12,941 12,941 129,41
WERH 0.198 0.199 0.158 0.503 0.440 0.479
¥E: ™p<0.01, "p<0.05, "p<0.1. HFQ)~Q@FIHEEENETLRHIEE, THBEMERHHRERZ, KHEFRHH
T, (4)~(6)F F AR & B 4.
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4. BRI
4.1, FEEYT

7% 2 JBoRT ESG St BH AT R M S AERNA 45 3, ZE (L) FIMEE RECH 3.143, FFTE 1%0 235
PRSP E B3, R ESG 503N 1 4y, HAL R RIS HETIIG M) 3.143 4, SO 7 A
HER AR B . MR B O K B R ESE AR Y R B AR T, ESG REIFE 1% B EH MK L&
F, DR ESG LA AH B TR IHTE 2 .

TEEHIAR S, AR (Age) it T R H I i = A funl s, R IARES L i, FoE ILE R
AT RE A ZRTT AR 22 > F BT BI3E 7, AT HIHI G 7= o AHR, ALAT 2 (Leverage) MV B4R (Size) F
P4 FE A 5 (Cash) Y0 & R FRIE H0R = A8 TR ) 5200, 3R 5 BORUSEA  7E B YR R H BB b () A 34
FH—5L.

H@FIMSERR, BN 1 AL ESG 184, K LR S M ECKHIE N 3.1%. [FIFE, H(5)F
FO)FIMEREIR, ESG FREUEIIIN 1 FA7, SR8 LR FR ik i A B L R ER O H oy Sl 3 n 2
2.8%. XKWL R Z A REIEAFE R FE MARR IR R, MG R 7 45 R AR e

42. TEATEKIE
ESG, =4, +BESCL, +W, +y,. +0, +¢, 2

Innovation,, =a,+ESG, +W,, + 7, + 0, + i 3

N1 PR ] BRAEE R N AR PR R, AR ECR ) T RAR R A . A WU AT
s X (173 ESG SiRUE N4l ESG V4r i T RAR & [9]. 7ESbFEARt b, ARSCRMEE T A7 kAL X ) ~F
¥ ESG B e N T HA R, RAPIM B/ ik (2SLS)#HT [ A0 Hr . BRI S, ESGL AAFEMX Bk
AT ESG 1347, ind AT ILINSF5 ESG 49495, 1 pro W24 g IX 3] ~F35) ESG 1947 . & 3 JBIn
T TEAEREIAZLE, EFA RS, ESG 2E9E%E, HEZE ST OLS 4. TALERIHAE
A BRI 7 AR I R, AT v Al v 5 SR T S 1

Table 3. Instrumental variable regression
3 IRETEMYT

1 ) 3) 4) ®) (6)
54.258™" 17.153™ 35.400™" 8.395™" 18.858™" 8.758™"
=86 (6.964) (3.969) (3.809) (1.979) (3.717) (2.328)
Y I 5 ORE 2 2 2 2 & P
A7l 5 R0 2 2 & 2 P 5
HEAE 12,941 12,941 12,941 12,941 12,941 12,941
hRiE REL -0.157 0.125 -0.420 0.108 0.025 0.110

7E: ™p<0.01, "p<0.05, p<0.1. HH(1), (3), GFIMRAETENENLREIERE, SCHIHERHER, RHE
FlH i, PN L RS AT T ESG (2), (4), B)FIHIKNERENEFERBIGEE, STHFMEHHiEE, KHE
FIFE e, N T HARE N R X715 ESG.

4.3. TRA@RMRE
T4 BT REMRIGREIAL R, wk, AU - &0 - S0 R HERE T ER HiEE0E
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TR, Mg T —NERR “ BT (Innovation Intensity). 244k R i R K T A T A
BUFRERUE Y 1, BUEUES 0. fEEQ)ZEHEEG)FIT, KH Logit HAFHTEIA, 55 kFiae, H
ESG &N 1 & F] iR AL 2 (4) 255 (6) FH , VI N MEME 22 A5 (Linear Probability Model, LPM),
SR FEFERFFESE, ESG IR ERTT T B F RiFHE.

P T HAR S 1) CD-F 54 308 207.72 Fi1 477.03, KT 10%I% S8 16.38, [AIUL AT LAE 4855 T HAR
TR, X BIAIE T AR B[R] ) AR A A 45 B AT SR .

Table 4. Robustness test
%= 4. REMRE

1 ) 3 4) ®) (6)
0.029™ 0.028™" 0.030™" 0.004™ 0.004™ 0.004™
=86 (0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.001) (0.001) (0.001)
A [ 5 ORE 2 2 2 2 & P
A7l 5 2 2 & 2 2 5
HEAE 12,920 12,920 12,920 12,941 12,941 12,941
e REL 0.154 0.137 0.157

: "p<0.01, "p<0.05, p<0.1. HA(Q)~Q@)FIHIFEAZRAMH logit BRI 4 EEF FIER, SR LR H
HE, RULHHEER, 4)~6)F RS LPM BRI xR EH .

Table 5. Heterogeneity analysis of property rights
=5 BXRENHSRMESH

@ ) ®) 4) ®) (6)
3.973" 0.812 2.289™" 0.402 1.684" 0.410
=86 (1.638) (0.627) (0.863) (0.315) (0.906) (0.367)
A ] 38 AL & & P & & po
Al ] 7 R 2 2 2 2 2 P
AR 4703 6547 4703 6547 4703 6547
HE REL 0.271 0.114 0.273 0.106 0.221 0.093

HE: ™p<0.01, "p<0.05, "p<0.1. Hi()~@)FIHIFAZREAEA ML E LA BT R, LML EIER, K
WL R IGE, (4)~(6)51 R AR RE A B HH -

4.4. REMSH

%5 BN T ANFFTE R R, 5. 42 56 H(ESG) SL BT A\l QKT (1 5 i R . ASHIF 7T
3P E T EA A AT RS AL AE 4% 88 ) B 20 (Al Patents). S FH 8 AL %R (Utility Model Patents) #1
B F(Invention Patents) =A™ 2 [ (1) 22 AL MR o 3o 2 S R Aa v, [ U8 dh st 1 4R AIAT
8 RN, AR TR R (N)NTRE R E(RY). ESB (D) EH(3)FUH, ALK ESG X EA Al %
AR BRI, DR RIE RSB R LR £ ZEEO)FIF, Hird RS8R ESG M IRE
AV BHT R AR 355, TR — & F,

FEL A7 AP AE BE YR SR IBURBC S S 7 T A W AR, H ESG s 3R TH AT DMRAL IR BREE#), SR
AR 0] 5 R AN B JIANE  TT, TRRSE R R (BRI A0 [ A Al SE 45 5 i 5d ESG Sk Bk A%
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QBRI 2e35F KU, IFIRAF BB (B ER  B8 8 5CHF) AT AR T FE G FTE 3. AHELZ T
ReE A E 2R TR e, KRS IE 5 2 2R B 2R R ] . R4 ESG SLEFT REAE —EFEE 13
SETTIMEAE, (i ROE Al BT PR BRI 5T AR, ESG X HLATHHE sh e A 45 .
URAh, B Al X I 4 57 B 2 A IE SR AT RE PR ELAE ESG SR BUIREN,  BE— BRI IL A fiE

WA RK W], ESG Xt EA Mk (i 81F KT B B3 IR, 5 i AR A 68 (1 sE AT i &
MG R R B R s T T RE A, ESG X EIEE SN HIME AR . XIRRBUR S|
AR A RS A4S 1, Pk ESG BURSEItiBR AT . X T IRE M, il ZMa 2R, et i
FIBCRBEI, $27+ ESG AU,  LLSEHLAT Rk e H bt G537 SR 50 e (X XU H Ax o

Table 6. Heterogeneity analysis on whether it is a high-tech enterprise
#* 6. XTREASREEWHZ RS

D ) ®) 4) ®) (6)
5.286™" 2.040™ 1.269™ 1.344™ 4.018™ 0.696
=86 (1.061) (0.981) (0.326) (0.523) (0.847) (0.514)
A ] E KR iz = = = = =
A7V 5 2R == = = = == =
FEA 4067 8874 4067 8874 4067 8874
HE RHL 0.228 0.201 0.250 0.207 0.176 0.167

JE: "p<0.01, "p<0.05, "p<0.1. Hr(1), (3), (B)FIHIKALE Ny mRHH Al 4= Ff R i &, SEHBET R LA i
B, KUWLHHIEE, (2), 4), @)FIHZEAERAE AN EH .

6 s THMERIAZR, H(Q). () G mE AL IEAS T, H(2). (4) 6)F 8RR
BV EA M. WETESE SRR, ESG VP30t B il i) 2 A1) F i B B R B I IR R, T
AR R AR AR A i 2 R

R ARV H AL T BB IR BN B, AR BR3P0 H AR 8 S+ 5 B G B [10]. ESG &
B TR R TUEA RAFRA BRSO, ARSI VTR R, RS v A A AN BEEE
Mt BT 7T 5 B0%r, i mHESD L A SRR AN, SR A AR R ESG YNNI A R s, Jl I
KRN R BRI R A fig, T SEBLSE R IEAR GET A& A7

ESG *f m B AV MBI EEMA 2 2 T . 58, ESG 28154 B T @ Amss R folk A%, Al s
bRV AR AR R SR A A B R B B BRG] ). HK, & ESG PRAr AT AN 51 IR e A B AR B A R 2
A2 AR E R A7) TAR AT L N4, I8 NA B AHESD T Al A AR AR . 55 =, ESG SKik
AT LAE I BE AR IR 2 5 5 PR S B AR A A, T 2 i SRR R D RN B R

FRG AR AR A d T AR BN BUR HS R AR I R R ELD . ESG 4 H & A i A I R
FEIH K2 2 RO X 8 Al AT BN 2 v BE AR 5678 18 ESG RIER, IR B AN TS ORI R 3 b 55 5 SRR e AR 4% i,
AR A QB s o IX R, ASRIZE AL A AE HOR QB A EI R P AL RS U B A7 A 22 57, Horp ESG
Xt R A B R O 2

BEAh, miRH A ESG Y 5 R Z A AL Mk R AT RE R AT R, BE—PHER T AR
FRe i

45. HEIDHT
2T HQ)RIEREH, KZ F8H0F LW IER) EE %3 ESG f5¥sem. HARMS, ESG f8fn)

DOI: 10.12677/fin.2025.152046 443 G


https://doi.org/10.12677/fin.2025.152046

[0l )5 2 Bt 9—-0.015, FHAE 1%7KF B (p < 0.01). XFEHIEE T ESG 5 8535 FRAK 1 Ak it
FLIH o XA ARV TR Le AV AEFE B A1 G R RS B S I EAT A E 2, AN RE S 3R 1S B AP 1Y
BB MR AT . FIQR)ER T E— IS5 B N vEARR S, 45 BURKIR B35 .

#5(3)51 AT 45 U 4% (Financial Redundancy), ESG &%) & Efhi114 v 0.001, 7E 1%/KF ER#
(p<0.01), X4 REH], Bmn) ESG FRHURE FAC T MM 0 R W55 TUR TR ARBAT BRI H
W2 EUREN T . ESG R ILLF I Al B8 A5 1) TR B IR B O TUH FAEEsh AR RE
EEPVEAIINW s

ZE LRTIR, ESG it PR A% R AR (2 i A b AT -

PRI 55 290 B0 1) ESG FREUE AV S5 5 SRAF AMER TR 4585, MK B 2 BRI N B Q5 3)

DI 55 TUAR: B ESG 4R B ik S oA B, R SRS T RURTAUA R
L IXPIALE], ESG RILILTE ok REWS A HOtHES G, 18 98 58 4 T AN YT AT Hp 82 % e g
J1o Eit—Li ], ESG AMUURMNERIETH T A, B REIH I B U3 IR B AL HEBORHE S A B

VI
p=RY

Table 7. Mechanism analysis

F= 7. MESH
1) 2 ©))
-0.015"" —0.047"" 0.001**"
ESG
(0.002) (0.004) (0.000)
G B I B
A7l 5 R R P & &
FEA 11,909 8080 12,941
HIE R 0.732 0.584 0.567

HE: "p<0.01, "p<0.05, "p<0.1. HH1(1) )FIMHAEEI KZ FHHON _E— WK KZ $58(U %2R 155D, (3)51I1A
AR ARY 5 TR .

5. ZEipFIEIN

ARk, B PTRESR R AR Z BN EM, BUF A AR5 AH G X Al ESG Gkt o B %
B, xR H S E R T . A ESG SRR R SR AT L Z H B X RS
SRR AR A BT 22 57 2 AT 2012 448 2021 4 E A B BT AR LR, AT
ESG S5 A8 7= H 2 A6 R KA L] . TR s RE, ESG BERFA T Ll A= G ™= H,
T RAE R BN E A Al R R B35 o SV AR ML A2 a8 ik el Al 9 i 55 249 SRR 55 0 4 ok 5
LI

BT UL BT LSS, $EH DR

(1) B BATHETHE, Ik ESG 818 S . WA RIS 2 FT %, # ESG friEgh A
EA MR R, @2 o irGas, Rl s SEA S BITH2 THE M FR, & &H
AR, b4t BAEREL ESG X AIE I EE R, HESHEA M5 SifEH, el REFEARRSYE, Wb
S GE AT RS R e AN R .

(2) MESCHEER, HBm ESG SuaUi ik e IR BT IR . Sy 7 SRl 5% AT A AN J 45 B U PR A
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R, UM R E PR, HB ESG RINR A MV i R AL S SRS, R AL 9 QR R -
XI55, HESHAAE BRI AT I Rt Bt PRI BAR BT RE

AHFFERY], ESG MU Tl it & STEATE 5L, Biimﬁﬁit‘ikﬁd%‘ﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁixl%‘z pliBONE

FOCFREM BRI BN, VRS AEJEAT A & UL A RN HES BORBED RN B B3E, VA ARk
JRAT T M SR

SE

(1]
(2]

(3]
(4]

(5]
(6]

(7]
(8]
(9]

[10]

Bénabou, R. and Tirole, J. (2009) Individual and Corporate Social Responsibility. Economica, 77, 1-19.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0335.2009.00843.x

Houston, J.F. and Shan, H. (2021) Corporate ESG Profiles and Banking Relationships. The Review of Financial Studies,
35, 3373-3417. https://doi.org/10.1093/rfs/hhab125

WA, BF. fIMEME R ESG 59 [E OFDI [J]. &5 7, 2022, 57(3): 83-99.
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