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Abstract

ESG, as a sustainable development concept concerning environmental protection, social responsi-
bility and corporate governance, is highly compatible with the implementation of sustainable de-
velopment strategies by enterprises. Meanwhile, Directors’ and Officers’ Liability Insurance (here-
inafter referred to as “D&O Insurance”), as a supplement to the corporate governance mechanism,
exerts an influence on the risk preferences and decision-making behaviors of corporate executives,
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thus regulating the relationship between ESG performance and corporate performance. Based on
this, this paper takes the ESG performance and financial data of Chinese A-share listed enterprises
from 2011 to 2022 as samples and empirically examines the relationship among ESG performance,
D&O insurance and corporate performance by means of the fixed-effects model. The research re-
sults indicate that: 1) ESG performance can significantly improve corporate performance; 2) D&O
insurance positively moderates the relationship between ESG performance and corporate perfor-
mance; 3) The heterogeneity analysis shows that the promoting effect of ESG performance on cor-
porate performance is more significant in non-state-owned enterprises and enterprises in indus-
tries with a high degree of competition. Therefore, this paper holds that enterprises should incor-
porate ESG governance into their strategic planning and actively give full play to the incentive and
supervision mechanism of D&O insurance. The government should improve relevant laws, regula-
tions and systems, and strengthen the policy guidance and support for enterprises to optimize ESG
governance and purchase D&O insurance.
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1. 5|

AR, RERAE MG 5 RS R AR I 2 Al R, X 26 1a) j H 28 Bch 4 NS IR T 1)k Je
fEbl, PIRFERRJE TR IELEAN B B 985 % B R R e #E e . B SJIEFAE 2023 4F 12 A #HF ks
Br AR R Te H, ZURAMESESROARK R, Rl A, DLa R RIES 2T e
KRBT, RS LHEPEA SRR, ERE R, ISR R IEE Oy K IR Wy
DLWk ” B broAe 5| e & o s ROk e, SRR 2 T H [ T I I B AT 55

ESG 1 N7 T35 (Environment). 414> 54T (Society) Fl1 2 7] 16 #H (Governance) [{) ] Fr4E R FE 2, 2
i &AMV AR S5 SR AR B AP ARt . BT AR AR E T AT E SR, HaTRFE R R AR 1
PRTHERE LV R RN E D) J1. IRAHERE ESG SZ#k, AR Al 5 RN 5 08 4k 1) 8 22 R e 7
], S5 2[R SRS S s A Y B b A

IR N BIBME b SRS E B AR O, E A EE H i FPAT R IS EE A . ESG
SEERAE R A SRR AT A B ZELRGE 43» B3 15 B 24 BT AN RN 4R S HE 3t 00 SR 52 B 36 o 5 8 1) s i) o B T 0L
HHEE TR (LA AR “E o7 e IE B A R E AN e ALH], HE A ih 5 20 R S5 3R
Al BE A R T AR, BT ESG RIS LG 18] N 7 Rk .

AR EGELL T = BRI R E BTl ESG KPR 5 X A E SUMAFER I ? # T
R B A7 IR “FHA1T B2 ESG RIS AR AE MR TR LR A
SCAFAE BAT P 7 THT 32 B DUk - 6% ESG RILG MG ToLH . EINAH RS, 2HFERN
ESG XIS MM GRLI% R, EEREE R AR, S0 0120 BRI L rp R 2N, AR
METTATIN. @ e ESG RILE MG (1) S B rE o A 4EfE . A SCEROC T ESG RISl 5i
R e B 3 AT K 22 B AR T A b P AUPE BT FRBRRIURRE . RIS/ NAS, AR SCHE LA B4t T EAT L3
G AR ZERIEO T, ESG RILXF LGk (1 7 5 g2 .
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2. XEkEImS FRigiet
2.1. ESG M5l &3

ESG RILA MBI, 2 TUELL R A FHAE 3 MERE. VP8R BRI i Hodl
AR B AT SO AH, (et b AR A AN TR m Al R 8, BEM S e B Ak i [1]. 4k
HIAE 2 DUER IR A BRBUHE: & AR MR AL S A0 3 i 20k 4. 1SR Al B A 7 T3
WIHEAE, PSSR 2 A0 DG B & 2R B AN, BRI AT Al 55 S S i [2] . Ak i
A B ANV R SR SRR A A, RAF A 2w IR B AT DA R ok Al Jee i AR i) AR B AN
XFFR IR, SR AL AL BRI S A, SRR A SIR3]. Rk, RAFR Ak ESG ARILA B TR T+l
G

R, S5O ESG RILG ML SRUAR KA L C A I BUE R, B NS EE NZAE T 73T T ESG
R ANV S, K 2B FE NN ESG REAS (Lt ik STt -

DUEFRT, ERBAE 5SRO, HETE SREEE, MLARRREAEIERE, REvs
I Al P A AR RN L ST R IR N [4] s T RIS R ES, Al RIS & A
SR, RETEMARCR, A R R RS (5] RN, TSI A, AlEid R
TABETHE, Rt SR ORI, PR T A AR, WisETt ok Sik6].

A2 TR S VSR T, He TR CE B, VB S ESG hils, BT IUEITH
BIRAE Dy, TR AR T RIS 5, SV IE A B 58 A 0 e, BRARAL B A [7] [, EId R
ITAEETUE, BT N SR AT RAELZ), MV AEBISCE SBUFEITR AR R4l o i S5
IRIE ST VI 555348 -

FEAFNRE S NS, Fe T RICIEIR, ZEIALFEHES, [FRAXFRA R ZEAH
I B2 S AV AZ 5y A 5 b S B BRI R o AL E N A FE B — M B A BT R
28 LMK, RAERRS, W SRR THEM[9]. thAt, A ENEEACERIR T,
W AE I PR PR ) DUE AR ASCE b 8% [10]

BT Bk, ASCR MR H1: ESG R Ae it L ESidt m .

2.2. BRI ESC RM S EEHEESER

BN DTS b s B IR BN, [ A AhE R NSRRI T, R S 5T
FEAFAE = AR B UE[11] . MWBIRRENIRTE , B8 £ SR, JET RS e e it, s E iz
B G 2 A ENE, JCHZAEHES) ESG Sk, RERKSIRER N, B, EIRSK G AV EE
EIE ESG M PSR T AT RE I B0 STAE AR R i 1 B EL IR, 22 1R BRIV AR, HESl L A
M EAIIIAT ESG ik [12]. [, Al gl AFEDTR A, JE SGE mE QDR R [13] WIS R, PR
RILFA 1455 0218 2 B i Ak ESG /K-, i f kAol o 2

BB BN, TR AT ROHCRE DR A R RN S =5 MUE WL ST B T Ak 2 8 B [15], JE
R E S DT AR PR 2T AR B (94T 09, vl it 7 i B AL

MBRESE 23 ) ) 2 AR AR A BE oA, Al RIS fl ESG Ml T SRAF 25 22 G AL 2+, fRES 4 7
PR A TS 20 TR BRI . S M I, #5 AR AE ESG ik b PR vh S Bl AT 2K iR I O EE Rk,
H i ER AT AT R IR VE YR ARG . B, DR FHRIR ORI & [AIZ05E, 7RI EBRA 5T, XA
IR AR AE S A R T S ANDGIE A5 PRI 24 ) 78 A R AT 2 0 bl FE 3 A AT U TR S5 PP A, I
— IR S FAN R BEAT AE OB ST AT TN TS (AT UE[16] 0 RIS H 42 8] U A B
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A H R, ORES 2 ) 2 st BEAR 2w RRRR LR (e rh AN 5 B, 3 H Bl R A v R
BE[17].

MIEARRL L TT KA, Hlas T URBEAR, ETRIEAEER, Ml EHREGE BT B SRR E
BEIRIG AR & b, WOk 7 HNLS E TR, AR S s, R TR RS SRR, Ak
2 B R KU AR D, ETER 5 5 RN £ AT, SRR AR B R AR 18], R,
FTR SNSRI T 2 B T AR WS B L[19]. AR M, FRE LAk 5N SR HAl
W BUAAE— B M, BAE I 5T 3 A2 Ja M2 3 UV I 4R 2R ik[20]

T Bk, FERKALEIET Z RN ENLFIX ESG RIS LS L KR EERIEMN. T
LR E BN AT H DT R IR R B AR, AR SORE S e 5T R R A R WUl R IR AR
H, AIfxT ESG R 5 b Sl (8 16 R R — € WIE RS ER, SRR H2: FE 3T ESG &£
L AN SR T 56 R B — 52 1 IE A SR A E A

3. ARt
3.1 HARIEMSHEEERIR

AL 2011~2022 FFRE A B BT A NRIEEREAR, FENHIMEREAR BT DL N AL © BIFREE
AXAELE ST *ST BLA PT 281 Eiflk; @ Sikr&Rl. REGA: @ 5Bk ESG PFZUMIAH KM 55 %k
PEAEREAR X [R] A R (R Al o b4, AR SORE T A T 8238 543 I TE. 1% K0 99% 114 43 A1 i [l P kAT T 46 R Ab 3
DAV BRI oA R, 2R T 964 K Bl gds, St 11,568 MUMI{E . ESG R ILHHE KIE T
Wind #40iE ESG PP ER e, b T Ak 0 55 Bidls 545 45k H CSMAR 1 RESSET . A3 K H Excel. Statal8
LRI SRR AR AT T AL A3
32. TEWE
321 WEBTE

AR AL LAY T = 1R 28 (ROA) SR AT B A 43K [21] . ROA FEFREESGTE T Al AUl N
FRNE A, WRBET TR E SRR T = A BRI, B RN S5 & Pl A R 4 EIR
Do
322 MBRTE

ESG H#H. T Bl 3850, AR EIE ESG 1ERAE S ESG KM AS §[22], 43E%
BENE R SR H)Z AT HRIUE ESG VR & AT 2 7 ARG, RS T “AAA-C”
TURSVPLR o AT LA b3 PR B AR A A S A% IR B 9~1, BI4r4h AAA BT, ESG = 9; 7 2)
9 AA R, ESG=8; 77N AR, ESG=7, MKIXIEM.

3.2.3. LR
RS TR . AR A Bk R m Ve S W SEF#E 37 1, ST ST R IR A 1, SN
0 [14].

3.2.4. THIEZE

N T IR ESG RIS Al & Ak 5 LT b SR, RS T K IR,
RIERESITHNE R T8RN KR, WEEGiRe /) 7 RS 7 5= i, dizhbde, ARAE ik
BT AU R . BT SR AR A iR AR

FERAF R, ASCEGIN T Al U AT b 55 4 BV N fE 138 B AR A HE AT 40 21 57 o vk
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Table 1. Definition and description of variables
1 TEEMNKILA

ZERA BB REMNS ZE UL
WA & k5L ROA R B T R
fil R & ESG FE3 ESG HEE ESG VPE “AAA” & “C” fkikdx 9~1 /AT A
A Lev (A AR B 77) *100%
JBER A A g Topl B — KA FFIE e A51+100%
RN Growth (REEMIIN — EAEN) EAEON
i A WA LA Qr (BB — FER)FB s
GLIRVA o Ae ] Ind PLRVAE RN A
R YEAR R R
(4 IND AT\ R AE i
VA o IR Insur WG EFE TR 1, RN 0
FERUE Soe E A Ay 1, A0
FEAR & - e §
A7l 5 e HHI AT SR 1, B0

3.3. WEFI
B, AN ESG RIUANAMY SRR R BEATIRAE, F 2 FAREAR (1) 40 R
ROA,, = a, + 4ESG;  + a,Controls;, + YEAR + IND +¢; , (1)

Forbe TRAR At 3 FORFEAMEAy, Ty AR TR, AR g A B ] Controls 0k, BAGLE
TR IBE R BRI K B LR BT E LA . YEAR AR [ 2 RO s IND N
ATV B RN & NIRFET
HIR, RIS AR LI SE#E 57 R 2 0t ESG RIS SR K &7 AR ER, AT NRRAR
B ESG SN A S 5T A A eI ESG_Insur, 4 A REAL (2) 40 F -
ROA, = @y, + ¢,ESG, , + ,ESG; Insur, , + o, Insur;  + a,Controls; , YEAR + IND+s; , (2)

Herb: ESG;, _Insur,, ¥ ESG 55 Insur FIZZIRI, HoARAR B MRS AR (1) R — 2.
4. SEUESHR
4.1, RS 4

W2z 2 s, FEAILGU(ROA)AIME N 0.0414, I BT RS ik ESG I
N 4272, FWFEAR M ER ESG R T “B” HA A, MO B IR E Lk ESG /KT fide
s ESG br#fEZE N 1.056, ®ME % IIE ESG R F AR K ER .

e AR B, B AU (Lev)ME A 0.469, FIAFRIE A2 b it £l (158 7= 61 At SR 4 e 78 3E Pk
oy BEAUEE  EE (Topd) (bRl 224 15.16, B Al B RUEE P BE A7 AE 8 35 22 50 D IO K % (Growith)
31 0.139, KT 0 ULHENIR N AL FIKARAS, Ml HAT R B F1; #ah L% (QrfE N 1.524, *
B 8 o A BAT BB R B P A5 B 7
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics

F 2. iR Mtgt

G FEAE HfE PRifEZE /ME SON:]
ROA 11,568 0.041 0.052 -0.145 0.209
ESG 11,568 4.272 1.056 1 6
Lev 11,568 0.469 0.194 0.068 0.858
Topl 11,568 34.09 15.16 8.110 74.00
Growth 11,568 0.139 0.311 -0.490 1.691
Qr 11,568 1.524 1.662 0.177 11.14
Indep 11,568 37.49 5.514 33.33 57.14

4.2. BAEEYISHT

1 34 1 ESG W AV GG R B FEE I H 45 2R o B1(1) A R AR R AAT A, RN ) A8 B ) £
Ry FIQ@) AN AL B G B 2RO [ S5 R .

Table 3. Baseline regression results
2 3. FEEEIASR

@ )
ROA ROA
0.0079™" 0.0074™"
ESG
(16.7373) (17.8078)
—-0.1076™"
Lev
(—36.3196)
0.0004*"
Topl
(14.0795)
0.0435""
Growth
(24.8030)
—0.0009™
Qr
(—2.3424)
0.0001
Indep
(1.0109)
i ) Etill el
(|4 Eikiil kil
0.0078™" 0.0392""
_cons
(3.7375) (10.2799)
N 11,568 11,568
adj.R? 0.071 0.271

"p<0.1,p<0.05 *"p<0.01.
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BRI, EARMASESRIAE RN, ESG RILTHREN 0.0079, HAE 1%M/KFFEZE. EaHmzE
i ARG AT S, i REURTE 1%MKF TR, B ESG RIVEUF (S B R,
R2 45 S Wiz A A o Ho et Rk, M6 4 R SRR % HL.

—J5TH, ESG RIL R UFHIAVEL S SR B T R 8 0 = B S, AT A6 R 38 £l &
JEAFHIRARAT R, SRR SR AR S —J7 T, Ak A EAT ESG THEMIAT N, TEALS BT RIE
FHHEREMNESEEER, $&m IR A RSG5 MR

4.3. BT ERKRAETHRAE

DTN E, A SN B 6 A A SRR 7 AE ESG RIS S h il e R, A8
TGS S AR 3R N 4 2HL [R1 0 [ 23]

FASE R 4 B, S(0)FAFEME R RS, 555NN IR 7. [FA45 R BoR, ESG
flitt REAE 1%/KF EEZENIE: ESG_Insur flith REE 10%/KF EEFEANIE, Bk H2 B3510E, B
TR IE AT ESG RBU Mk Sk ek EF

BT R, MK ETTIG, 5 R A 0 MBS vT LRI AR 5 8 B2 2 IR AR
BAS, $REEAFHAEUKCFRIGEACE, WMt e gusdt Tt B— i, Eiik A S S EmIhEE,
P TS B IE, B PR TS BRI

Table 4. Moderating effect regression results

= 4. WETYREVAER

1) &)
ROA ROA
0.0074™" 0.0071""
ESG
(17.8078) (15.7398)
0.0021"
ESG_Insur
(1.8131)
AL & ekl il
I} ] £kl il
7l i il
0.0392"" 0.0395""
_cons
(10.2799) (10.3718)
N 11,568 11,568
adj.R? 0.271 0.271

"p<0.1, "p<0.05 "p<0.01

4.4. REMKEE

441 BHEBRETE

AR SO B Y 35 3R (ROE) & /8 ROA [3], K236 ESG RN b S5 ¥ 52 m LA K 7 5 B 1) 1A 45 1
i, EFHATHEA()AQR). FIESERWE 5 5I(D)~Q@)Fin, SRR %, ik HL. H2 B350, &
AR W H A BRI AR E .
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442 FEEHBRETE

B S A AT REAFALE (R KR R, ASSOR R AR By e 5 — 3 DU, M, X AEsd (1)i 47 [El
9, RILE 5 H@D~6)F. fE— W, MK ESG fHih REEZE NIE, 0 5RMERIEFRRE—E
R ESG BNk Sk ) R B AT KRR

Table 5. Robustness test results

5. REMRNER

1) ) (©)) (4) (5) (6)
ROA ROE ROE ROA ROA ROA
0.0074™" 0.0153"" 0.0143"™
ESG
(17.8078) (17.4073) (15.3172)
0.0058™
ESG_Insur
(2.2389)
0.0063""
IESG
(14.2355)
0.0036™"
I14ESG
(6.3968)
0.0032"*
IBESG
(3.6794)
AL & £kl £kl 2 £kl 2 il
I} ] i £kl 2 £kl 2 il
7l i ekl i ekl i il
0.0392"" 0.0038 0.0083 0.0415™" 0.0083 0.0083
cons
B (10.2799) (0.4873) (1.0385) (10.2094) (1.0385) (1.0385)
N 11,568 11,568 11,568 10,604 7712 3856
adj.R? 0.271 0.173 0.174 0.252 0.230 0.242

"p<0.1,p<0.05 *"p<0.01.

45. RERMYDH

AT IET AV R A RAT I e 25 57, W ESG RISV S 8 Rk AT F R Ve b . A
K8 EE BB Z RAE G TR L ERE R, AR H B E JG ik — 0 RS & R A A R 58 R AT A
] R A2 A e [24] -

45.1. A=K

TERRE AT =AU E 2 HE T, T EREEMTSERLFEERTE A, B MV EH#ENZF K
EIFEIN, B fET 2 et asi . Mz~ EEESMEE Binl s 2l Sm, 8
RT3 0 BRI 28R 6 70 1B KAK, T S2 B B 28 35 Ul B8 i«

BTk, ASCOL B A I AR e, REREAR T AR A AR R A, R
REAAE =AU B ESG R # 5 5 M8 S [ RIS .. 2% 6 NEARMEIHEE 5. 5i(1)
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M@ HI4E KW, ESG RIS Mk 288 SULAIRZ N [ A AR E A Ak B IR 82, (B THEE A Ak
&, WO . 52 (4) 45 KRB, I SLH# 5TKxT ESG 5245 ST 11 /E FIFE AR E A 14
N ESURETISITE B

CAERTREM BRI . AR EAT AL AE N I8 1 3 R 4l, 35 5 ESG RILATAESS ks R4 5F
Wil ESG #F& Al LA AN RN 5 LA s AV B T 55 4 0, T B AP 3R T 2 8 53 [
H1 T AR FE A Aol & s S L T A e, O TRV ERG SR IR, SRR EE BN
B S 1 ok S AR T A Bk T SE R BT W] DA A P Th g, PRI R IUBUE, AT N e
TG HuAE ESG MR Bt XS fRfR . MELZ R, T EAA BRIk, s eIz B )7 sUAT ez
FUANTA) T 7 3 4 (1 R RS o

Table 6. Property right heterogeneity
6. FRERM

(1) 2 3) 4)

1 1 e JEE 1
fsc 0.0060"" 0.0059"* 0.0083" 0.0077"*
(9.8806) (8.7509) (14.3485) (12.7226)
St 0.0001 0.0062"**
(0.0909) (2.9341)
Pl AR B f 1 f 1 f 1 sl
I 5] f 1 f 1 f 1 sl
R4 Eeidl f 1 f 1 sl
0.0555"" 0.0558"" 0.0266™" 0.0284™*
~eons (10.5319) (10.2282) (4.6537) (4.9547)
N 5921 5921 5647 5647
adj.R? 0.269 0.269 0.296 0.297
A FHERp E 0.002" 0.002"*

*p<0.1, "p<0.05 "p<0.01.

452 TITSFE

AT FE4RE, R IR AT P Ak 2 (B D 4 35 T . A A SE 4R35 T PR TS5 4+ IO 2 AR
B, X PR A SE s B S B R . A AT A AN R ZE AR T 5, 4
My T AESE SR BRI . SR 3Tt ESG R BUE K I b sk IXM MR BT, SN kR IGE
oS M EET B

BTG, ASSCRA SR R RO AT e 4 BE[25], MRS R K 7. FI)MIE)HEE KK, X T
FATIETE S FE A, ESG R R AN SUERTHIE I 5. 51()A(4)MIZREW], ATMLTE4E
Bom Al S T R T ESG HAE S IER K R .

PAEWTRERIBR R s 0 A AT M 58 S FE s R Al 55 5 Aol v 28 B 2 iR o o 7 ot A I 9% A
5 (W22 5 PR S0 4 AR 55 1 2 (DS, BRIMGCREX ESG R HUAS 58 G IR A B MLEE 2. I, Se4¢ ik
JIE RV TSP 2 oA B 3 5 20 W] R 2 TR R OR %, T S Dt T DA By ol ey B3 B v
TEERNER RS M UL, 32 P 0 ESG YR A FLAE . TR T AT W 5s S FE BRI Al &, 72
FHRT R = T 37 58 4 IR HME T 70 R SE it 22 57 P S v £ PR T OB T, 67 B St 22 S A et T 01 v
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Table 7. Industry competition degree heterogeneity
T ATUZFERRM

1) 2 ®) 4)
[ A i R4
ceG 0.0089"* 0.0084™* 0.0056"" 0.0053"**
(14.1159) (12.6808) (9.9450) (8.5591)
£5G_Insur 0.0042" 0.0013
(1.9861) (0.9648)
Pl AL Pl il | st
I [f] f 1 sl sl fs 1
1l Pl il | sl
0.0375™" 0.0397"** 0.0405™" 0.0418""
~eons (6.3159) (6.6062) (8.0534) (8.1566)
N 5420 5420 6148 6148
adj.R? 0.303 0.303 0.260 0.260
A FHERp E 0.0001* 0.0001

*p<0.1, "p<0.05 ""p<0.01.
5. &51F

AT HE A BAESR Bl 2011 £ E 2022 ERRIEESE, X ESG RIS A Sk
KA. EPTE ESG RILG MMV SUC R IR T RN S5 07 AT T SRS, 75 H LU N5

(1) ESG FHLRENS &2 L 3k S 4R o, IS5 R R Sl R MRG58 S5 (T5 AR ST 5 (2) 3 5K/ ESG
RIS 52 ZFEE R R VA, B8 ST R s A B L, 546 T ESG RIS ik
G FRs (3) SRS EIL, Xt T AEEA A BT AL ATl 3% G FE R i Ak 1 5, ESG RN £k
G E R IR 2 (4) ST AREA A AET b A7 b 5w 4 B e i (Al il 5, W K 3 5T I B R % I
)5l ESG RN A b £ R R 52 o

BT BRI, ASCHRH T @G

(1) ANZH: AV RCK ESG BLSFEIN KBS RIZ L, ME T ESG MBS B BAR R . FEMETAH
H, SRR EAT AR, e BB F R bR, AL TR & TR &S 540
AW R fEASTUE4EE, BIRALRMIRA TS 520 MEs), RIAMIAESTER. FE, e R
TARFIBE TR, 3G0E 5 TIHJE RS R T AR b, 5835 NI e B R, B iR Ak ik
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