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Abstract

This paper selects A-share listed enterprises from 2011 to 2023 and empirically analyzes the im-
pact of ESG performance on the investment efficiency of enterprises. The results show that good ESG
performance alleviates inefficient investment by enterprises, which can be divided into alleviating
excessive investment and alleviating insufficient investment. For state-owned, non-polluting or
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enterprises in the eastern and central regions, the negative correlation between their ESG perfor-
mance and inefficient investment is more significant. The mechanism test was conducted from the
perspective of internal enterprise management. The results show that the indirect effect of man-
agement power in suppressing inefficient investment is less than the direct effect of ESG perfor-
mance on inefficient investment, and the performance is more significant in large enterprises.
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1. 5|8

HABRILE TR RLAFILIR, S5H 8 53R ST RS IRE o & B k). RIRATRREER B
WRENIEMA . 1ENRTERE, REFE 2002 EHBHMERSEET T HZER, FHE “mik
W7 R AT RS EAR. T IURKIRE BRI AR A SCER AT SE I e E i %,  ESG HRR IR TE B 4
o 2012 SEPATHTRAT (FABE. tESMEBRIMETRT) , BRI e P BESG i 2017 4, KiE
R BN UN PRI, JRAEAT ESG P& 2022 4EiEME4 ( LA RREEH KRG TR
B Hbr Mk ESG 5 BN E WA Hd FE, 8 ESG RIS 4E #R # ok RIE BN, 51 Sk erEE
W 2% SAT AR Je b e 2

76 E brE AR SR BUE4S /1508 BSG Hi. kR EHBZ uiLfESA R, ik ESG 5
BT A ESG MR ABINES, S5WPZNHIYE, TR 2R ESG R, I iRt
HEES . WS 71, TosE BSG R, HULATT I ESG Sk 54 U % sl AH B i B35 il & v
Heo WA Je AR P2 I TC B 7 e T 0 IEAE ESG 5 THI IR & ift i, T B R0R AT SR A SR A U 2 1)
PSRN AT, WAL DA R SR M B 7t s A ) B AR SR AR [ 1] SR, DRSE& B AEiE
ANAF T ek ESG FRILMEE 1 J 5 R 82 bR TR ML, 5t 4 e B SUR (i 25 e AR ROR B b it , 1
AEAFAEIT BEHR BE B 08 AN JE S AR AR P 5 )

A EAF A TR BB R TR MR KR ERRE, EeliRERRATTE RIS 7
Ao ZMIAEE R JWHE ESG K RE, M ALE J)5e m 8R4 i e, R G 8UR w2 i iR &
VEF SRR B PSR, T 5 e Al 5 B2 R 2 22 i 22 25 T 4D 52 o ) 8

R, SHIERI R E A B Bl ESG I % 75 ROR 1R SUR B B3E, X e oM & 5F R B
G153 R TG TR R R AN R AR, BN SRV NPt ESG BRI
At MR ISR BESG AR, WA A F IR B8Rk BB EES MY,

2. iSRRI
2.1. g4

2.1.1. FlsRHEXEES
ANV T R 2B TR B AN ST [ B W0 55 G0t I 5 ) 25 B 440, a3 38 0] 25 AH 56 5 B R 25 7 R
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RUFH) ESG R A A2, WG MI S AHSSEE BT, Al B A7 T A B SR BN & i B AR
#oo WA FIRHR BN, REHRESE. RIFH ESG RIbrEE S RSSO EIHEES, W
SIEA MR U, RCR BB St 7 2 TS [ [2]-[4] RIS, AIREAH R BRI 25 5K 30
R A JFL TN SR X A Ml T R R < A8 P 25 T AN R RRCR DU 1) B 0 D A L A A B I A
1, BB TR E AL B

2.1.2. FFEKRBIEIL

ESG RILLIFHIL AT, & Xt o R AR 5515 BRI R AT R 005 SRS B i
WEHRUR, ML AME TR . BERMTESAN BT ESG RIS m BT, WAk sl sge, st
REPPITEh A AR, R AR [5]. M AEIME T T RN ESG R, B H0E Mt
5HFEEERE, TR MRS EIE, A BT IREUR A0 S I 42 6] Ak 3Rfg ot
EEIE IR, B IIER SRR I 51 5 A B 4 5] e B ELA R R R R OUMITIE , AT R8> S H A%
ORI E 8 2 30R, B NMTRIRIEH B s R ARSI, 5 SRR, SHRARRCRIA

2.1.3. BFELARER

R4f [ ESG RIVRIL ML TUE, FFEBORME ZR, AH T WBURT TR CRAh B AT 32 e % <
FIAE RN, ZREEAR, bR, s ESG BRIV IR H 2 58 & Rl bt
200, TIENRAR R AL B R BE[ 7] 50T, HATRESRER S “AANBUG” » A= 35,
LUFAIRF SR R, Sy E AR . ek ESG RIUE A A AL 3 — MR BLSCR, fE
i AR 0% BUR B ZR A B 20— BE PP fidr . RIFI ESG RILAER W L A BE6 3 1 3 1k
SRR AT I BRI St T AT et AR5 L AR SETS AR S R B Y, v ALk BE A R S BR
WEH BB, A B TR R AR AR

2.14. R XTREEL

BT M EBRT CREHRTTT S, WRRKIAM AN AR, B EEOE M TR R
71, REX AL BSG 5 BRI ER, Sokis 2 g i sLhaE #irsh, Uats stTmsh
FERAWPETE, EET ZRm KRR . ESG RILELE B G S F B S A AL % # 11,
A RORANEAR T LG BAX R, THERSMAEE, NSRS RIS ERAN T, 51510,
KA SN G OR B, LRI E VL, R, B ESG RINLEA RBEE 4551
o ONANTRAE BAKRIAER T, F BRI — e Ll B st 20, B s %
RF[8]-[10]. T ESG RILIIHE TR, tHikibizhispmsh e, ESG R R & i ilxt 4% e = 5
5, N FTEE S BN, B DR ARG BAKIAR,  ELAE BRI [R5 1 1 [ B 8 & 0 5 45 2 4
RN, FRACAREE A, SRR & 3CRF, (R R R 3Tt .

2.1.5. FEREEIS

ZHRARE X7 R A lb SR SR RS (0 AN ), 7R A BRI AC & B or B, LAS nya) i@
AR A DA 2 ik e — B R, AR B AR AR, AR Al SRR i . ESG &
LS Bl AV BT 3 5 85 33 T Ot A b PR B vA B 0 R (R A AT, A R om0 b 9 2 TR (] R, FPAARAR
HLSAS, $0HIT AR, (R A A E B A, R aeR . RIFM ESG RIVREA 2 ik
BHENLE], B EER R AR, RIEEARK[11]. EEEBANREL 5REAR R, LF5H ESG %
PURTIRME BAKIRR, $emZ RN (E AR, R ZHEA R ) i s R AR BROAR R B[ 12]-[14] 5 WL
(1, ESG RILLASE = HHMEZONE, SIS = H WS HEN R, I # 55 B Al B 5%
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HIBVET € I e PO, T SEILRAEACRE M 22k, HEZh T R E B B S —, EAM T4
it R B E R IEAS— T B R

2.2. AREE

CEEHR A B, R LI AR

Hl: R ESG FIHE & B % E.

MBFCACHBAS A E, H RS HEBUIE L NGB KT AT AR &, EF LA, #2H P
TR

H2: RUFH ESG F I #0E FE R m A 5 % 20K .
3. fREIT
3.1. BIEKBESHRERE

AUIIRE A B ETiAN NI REEA, B 2011 4E5 1 ZEE 2023 4£5 4 ZE . M Wind Bl %
IREUAEAE ESG P&, 1EN ESG RILAIRERSE bR ; ¥ I BRI Fr 75 10 Ho At A F 45 B33 v 32 T O AR &
Yok B E R 22 50E P . N ORI e g AR ERE P, $ IR DL R R BT R AL EE: (1) DIBR SRS
MR B B G b ISR ST, *ST. PT HIREA; (2) HIFR EWiAi—a. CiBmisi e -
TIIREA; (3) AIBRERATILEEA; (4) SIFRAR S E I I W E . IR FRIR 3 3404 K LTk 27,430
AN ROFEA ML -
3.2. TEEXSHEEMRE

NSRS, AR U SEE R AR A . Dy SRR G WM AEAT M SR 00 2 T A LR B o A
I R, A P AT ML R A7 X 1) [ R RO«

Mislnv,, = a, + 4, ESG,, + a - Z Controls; , + Zlndustrjy + Z Year +¢,, (1)

MY TR, SA W A7 A B AR
Overlnv,, = oy + o, ESG,, +a, - )_Controls,, + ) Industry + ) Year +&,, 2
UnderInv,, = a, + ,ESG,, + c, - " Controls,, + ) _ Industry + ) Year + &,, 3)

3.2.1. HRETE

2% Richardson [15]. #R1E[16]« BRAARZE[17]. Z3CSCEE[18], @It M BB EAEEAL, DAk sERR
BGOSR A B, NN VB TR AR AR B, B ZE TR IR Jo ik b O a7 1) A AR ) 4% B
gy, BVAERCRS T, AT AT 2 B R A . B S AR AL (R S5 R S B SR < A R 2 . AHE
NIE, AERfEAE AR HER Sy, AR ERTE, B Overlnvy FE A, WIRTERAR A MAS AR HERER 5
REHRTIAL, B Underlnv. BEARLXEERR, B REEEEROR, HPEE TR

32.2. BBTE

NAEAHT T B . AT, IEEUEIE ESG W AL ESG RILMMT EI5br. BRI ZE
B, EE ESG PPIR T2 AF “C~AAA” JL o RYIFL, 540, #iiFI1Ak ESG BIMIUF. AL
XTAEAIE BESG WM C 3 AAA 255 BITRAE 1~9.

3.2.3. iFHITE
SHFIEELE[19]. FFEE20]. ERER[21]. EARTEEE[22], EHIA RIS & S FE A . N
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Table 1. Variable definitions
1. TEENX

TERA TR AR AR
WofpR A ERCRBR Mislnv - BT A1 RSR[5 22 T 468 %)
o A R Overlnv  TERRZEIR
BHEAR Underlnv 5% 22 T (¥ 4 6
R As i ESG R ESG HAIE ESG 4L, B S IRE 1~9
IR AR Age A ] FTTAEBR=00 4 BE-TPO 4E 1
A Size AR B [ AR 4
VA S5 AT AT 26 Lev B = B a g

EDAIEKE Growth (BN A 82 B -8 SN b — > B 2 JEE ity i
AN b= IR S

TR R ROA VR

HREHE Tang (BTt — BRI — R/ (B
LA TR Cash GBI I R R

i S 2 % StockYield 7 &I 4 21 F) Fi4% 0% A AN I [E1 4 %6

M L A1 Indep LA G R e R S Pl

A B Large B RIS L)
LR MaSala  #H . WF. FPE N G HI A SR S BB

3.3. RSt

RO T EERENRR G SR R T RMEN 0, RLFEM LI ESG
RIIME R 4.106, L4 THEIE ESG 1P BBB~BB 22 7], Fr#EZE N 1.027, KA ESG RIAH
XF 818 s ERNIE KR I B/ ME S SR ZEBERCR, 5MEE N RISHDE, (HIME 1.184 fR1K,
TP ZHANZEIRDURAE, FIE WG M R AMER 0, BRI NFIAEER L E S, KRR
A A 2 B R T HE L BIA T 1/3 BIE, FEAMTERE .

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. fdkttgt

AR ALI{E WiE bRtz w/ME EON:]
MisIny 27,430 0.0438 0.0935 0 7.249
Overlny 10,712 0.0554 0.138 0 7.249

UnderIny 16,718 0.0363 0.0440 0 1.010

ESG 27,430 4.106 1.027 1 8
Age 27,430 11.18 6.966 2 31
Size 27,430 2231 1.325 17.64 28.64
Lev 27,430 0.444 0.203 0.00708 0.998

i
;é
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Growth (%) 27,430 1.168 57.95 —41.58 9291
ROA 27,430 0.0340 0.0805 —2.834 0.786

Tang 27,430 0.924 0.0946 0.0617 1
Cash 27,430 0.0488 0.0740 —0.744 0.876
StockYield 27,430 0.201 0.613 —-0.822 14.28

Indep (%) 27,430 37.51 5.612 0 80
Large (%) 27,430 34.72 14.87 2.197 89.99
MaSala 27,430 15.61 0.763 11.41 19.31

4. SBEER SR
4.1. EAEEYVISHT

2 3 T HAERNAS R . ESG RIS ARMCRB R M BT R EON-0.0029, £ 1%K° T MR, KV
RAFH ESG R B 3%, Rk HI ASRI5AE. /A RIAER T, ESG RIS BB
FBEA R A H R Er 790 05-0.0052 —0.0021, IFE 1%KF T2, KU RIFH ESG KI5 52 il B2
PR G HRFEA LR, BB HI 32— PR B 5E

Table 3. Benchmark regression results

3. FERVFLER

MisInv Overlny UnderInv
ESG -0.0029"* -0.0052"" -0.0021"*
(0.0007) (0.0015) (0.0004)
Controls YES YES YES
Constant 0.2632"* 0.3597"* 0.2041**
(0.0241) (0.0479) (0.0147)
Industry YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES
F 79.46 53.28 69.98
adj.R’ 0.0472 0.0645 0.0932
N 27430 10712 16718

4.2. REMRE

42.1. BERERTE

P4 WE TR IO S5 B . ORI KT C~CCC IRE 1. B~BBB JIRMH 2. A~AAA {3, H
RABABRIFAZL . BESG RN GAERFR TN BIHREN-0.0050, 1E 1%KFFRE, SERE. 5%
AR BIENE RZE055 38-0.0094 —0.0032, $A7E 1%/KF TR, B ESG RIVG AV AERCR % W E#
PR R AR IMFIE R E AU e, SEMERIAS RIS, RS RRIE.

4.2.2. BEHLXH
2012 FEBEAC T R AT (IS, 2 REIETES1)  BONE N E e T B Mk ESG 3017 1t
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Table 4. Robustness test results
F 4. REMRINER

Bt E T RE A il =gy
MisInv Overlnv  UnderInv MisInv Overlnv  UnderInv MisInv Overlnv  UnderInv
—0.0050"" —0.0094™* —0.0032""* —0.0029"** —0.0048"** —0.0022"*"

ESG (0.0015)  (0.0034)  (0.0008)  (0.0007)  (0.0015)  (0.0004)
lag ESG 00007 0016 (0.000)
Controls ~ YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
Constang 0269477 0371277 0.2087""  0.2869™  0.3752"" 0.2166""  0.2627"" 03489 0.2143""
(0.0244)  (0.0483)  (0.0146)  (0.0264)  (0.0523)  (0.0166)  (0.0249)  (0.0518)  (0.0167)
Industry YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
F 78.77 53.00 68.48 75.76 50.53 67.70 74.00 48.47 64.10
adj.R? 0.0471  0.0643  0.0926  0.0492  0.0640  0.1005  0.0527  0.0732  0.0940
N 27430 10,712 16,718 23,743 9335 14408 23,261 8936 14,325

Ao R BB S, SR TR B A 2013~2023 4F . ESG R L5 AR 185 R % Ch-0.0029,
FE 1% N 3 i R, S5 MR 248007 7 9-0.0048. —0.0022, HI7E 1%/KF T 2, B ESG
RUG ANV AR . SRR A R IR R R, SEMERAZE RIS, R R,
423. HETE

NHERR IR R, A% O R RS B 5 — I, B i AR Bl AT R . ESG il 5 S R R R T
IR, B AL BT R B 5 N-0.0025. —0.0043. —0.0018, IJTE 1%/KF F &3, Bl ESG £
A AR R T I B R R AN R AAE R E R, SEMERIASE RVE, RIS R,

5. RERMSHR

BB G R RESZ AR V5 GRFE . I A S R RS R T AR AE 22 50, 23 ol ALk 2 5 A
MY, b IX =J5 TR B . 22 5. 4% 6 i 7 R Bk e R
Table 5. Heterogeneity analysis results 1
F5 RRMEDWER 1
EIES) EEA bEE it E|EE it
MisInv Mislnv Mislnv MisInv
ESG —-0.0018™ —0.0016 —0.0011 —-0.0039™"
(0.0009) (0.0010) (0.0010) (0.0009)
Controls YES YES YES YES
Constant 0.1896™" 0.3201"" 0.0000 0.2552™*
(0.0335) (0.0336) ) (0.0297)
Industry YES YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES YES
F 19.21 54.13 29.89 52.28
adj.R? 0.0376 0.0561 0.0548 0.0484
N 11,494 15,755 8202 19,047
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Table 6. Heterogeneity analysis results 2

F 6. FERMEDINER2

ZRAbh[X R HL X Fp Rk X P X
Misinv Misinv MisInv MisInv
ESG —0.0008 -0.0027""" —0.0043"" —0.0025"
(0.0032) (0.0009) (0.0012) (0.0015)
Controls YES YES YES YES
constant 0.3403"" 0.3017"" 0.1988"" 0.2355™"
’ (0.1009) (0.0346) (0.0614) (0.0560)
Industry YES YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES YES
F 11.69 55.56 15.86 8.74
adj.R’ 0.1417 0.0527 0.0569 0.0560
N 1160 18,210 4019 3860

5.1. PR RRM4

PR THEE A A, EAA M RIFH) ESG RILE 58 & B 52ROk IR E A 1k i
ESG RILM H FI S A TR BUF R IUE , 1M AE4 e Al 2 T 4% 58 803K, ml e S 3 LA Al
FETRCE NEHLMGE ESG RIAAT RNREA L, HIT FHFERKR[23]. BEAMIAERBEZT ARG

A AE S T, LhAREAG Ak v AR R A 2 HESD AT RRS R R I ThRE, TR EAE L fERR T+ ESG
I HARA R F B, SR ARE RN BCR IR . B, EA S EEATRA, BRI
HLHFFIRINR S, Ae HIEARILBUR B K, 7RG EALH] 7 T AR E X ATE SR W, 7R R IR E 7
S EEX EARM G S I AR 8, WAL TFE ESG SEB M dFECE nsngl, HAERIE ESG RILX 2%
fEAE AR E IVER
5.2. BRFRRY

ARBTG5 Je Ak, FET5 Qe BV ESG RIS JEM R TR A B E A msgmm . KRR, #
F G G RN T, 6 IR B A T DT T M BUB MR 5523 ] AMIRIRYERE 73 b, i @ MR
ERESR, SRR ERARERSREG . LERFYLEERE, AR RAs s, miE
15 G B AV E TG T AR = AU PR G B AR, WK B 2 SRR R AR M S AR I, TR S
B . WAL YERE b, AEVS G AT 5 A 2 AL IR . SETE S, 5E X fE 2 BRI AN RE
71, WRFABFELE IS ERE.

53. WX RRMY
SR, PEHX AL, ESG RIS IEMFKEMIEHREIYEZE N, B RITH ESG RIEZH

AR B, PEXBORM Z . TR X Ak, REFH ESG RN A 1% 58 A A
W .

HE MR IR G R kAP . =t DASSBERGL E X, PEARAL. ARAR. il PusissaesrX
kil oy, XA BA W R GERHIE . ARASHIX AR BT L 5 S M, s E M e st R
O BUAEO S E G, BORESEARE, MBI EIGE, bR ESG BLEsEA, i fEA
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ESG RI G MM B R KR FEELE WA E . LFEE MR, PathX 278 5 X 2 5%
AT, BOR. BURSE T B AR, Ak R R X 2 R R, Iz T X L, ESG
RILHEE AR B RO FE S0 . PE AR IX oy T o [ 9 2 03T 5 X0, B 5 W, AT At
AR, ESG RIAIE AL ZMHT AL M LA R ARAEX 2 EG e, —ERE LS
TG R PR SR AR AT o

6. HHIKRIE

M EL AR 3 ESG RIS MV AR /e FINLE, DV R AR AR, % 7 B
TR TLIRIERR, HEAT ¥ AT, & REE A TekR(Power), LUK 4 ERTTIRZE & T 85% A1k,
PR L S 38 bR A5 TR AL Power [, T4 30 EAL Ak

Table 7. Variable definitions of management power

7. ERENNINEEEN

AR BERE AR

WG — Dual ERLSEHRRMIE -, HHZEBUIBK, Dual B 1, HHO
AR Board WRHCERE, ROGRIEAE, EFERBUEA

Al 5 L g Inter PP AR o R OO, R BUIER

JBER i Balance %5 2~5 KA FFBE LA/ — R AR R ELBTBOR, BB E B BOR
BRI Mngmhldn PR, & EZEIEA

1 8 AR THLHIE IS R . ESG RIS EHEBIMIEA R ECH-0.0073, fE 1%K T N EE, £
ESG RIVE B Z BN BA B3 e . firE., AR g e |t o8, "3 ESG &£
PG ARRCRI T BT BB LR B RBIYLE 1%KF T3 FEER) SIRRCRET. dE
BH M RECN T, SEREALKMAREONIE, K ESG RIVEIL M4 BRI AR T4 % e m)
RIEAMZESR: RIFK BSG RIUMGVE BRI 5K, ERLEB 324 2RI RR 50t 5 FEBEBE
A, SRS H2 AT

Table 8. Mechanism test results

= 8. HHIGIEEER

Power MisInv Overlnv UnderInv
ESG —-0.0073* —-0.0027*" —0.0043"*" —-0.0022""
(0.0028) (0.0006) (0.0013) (0.0004)
Power -0.0037" —0.0078" 0.0004
(0.0019) (0.0040) (0.0010)
Controls YES YES YES YES
Constant 1.3766™* 0.2711" 0.3811™" 0.2028™*
(0.1544) (0.0242) (0.0491) (0.0140)
Industry YES YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES YES
F 30.38 72.78 49.97 58.98
adj.R’ 0.7281 0.0483 0.0686 0.0923
N 25,969 25,969 10,162 15,808
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MR

il S

MR, ATREAE T H AT A BRIR B CE, BRSNS SN LR T A
BEBU 58 ARG IR, HEBERIZH], Rl Ied xS B s E kg, Bk
BRI IRAEFREHAVE R 8, FEEN IS CEO H HBEER, 78— N REFE M 5% 5%
R [24]0 T REBERBE, BN R T RN, SN s B BRI R BEAS 2 EAS B
BHEFLW, LRI RPN ESG RIEMBIZIA L . BSG RIFEm B R AR, EHERIKIE
BRI, R H2 — R LA FIRIE.

N TR BRI E BR BT RAENURIE IR ER, 25 58 B AT Aol 2 R A AT ) S o
FORANE, AT 9 R Aol (4 £ B 0 e LA ARG 36 F N FRAIL B . AREAS A VAP - 0B i, 2 il
MR TP IME, WA KR A (Large), [ Z WAL /AN AR o 2 BOK R Al A7 £ 15 DX IS4 e PR R AL
A N R BAELAE R, X A B R U I SR e, FLRE A SR S SR A RSB S AR AT N
R, 0T ORI A B W OB R T AE, TR DX R SRAT N — 2, e BT BB T
W5, SEARIAEAKREHERDR, RS, Bk, RS, EEHERINR
ERE AR AT, R PURR RO FE T R, B ENIE T2, SRR
T/ LA M AT AR B 5 0 5 I O SN L, T BRI A S b, b KRR SRS 5 TR A IR,
FEARTE BNV I A HRRAE . A5 /NARY ESG R IR AF, 0P B Z AU H SR IR, T 5w E
MR MR ATIR -

FEEARER AN ESG RIS R ARKB MR BN, SR WE 9. Ak, EEREBUISIERER
T MR RN AL KR AL O B35, BURR Al R4 () ESG R IUFT 4 BR AL 7, B Al s
M —2tk hmtE, nREAERCR B, BRI RCR, U B R T R I &

Table 9. Further analysis of the mechanism test

= 0. MBI IEAE—E S

MisInv Overlnv UnderInv
ESG —0.0027"*" —0.0043"*" -0.0022
(0.0006) (0.0013) (0.0004)
—0.0002" -0.0004™ —0.00003
ESGxLarge (0.0008) (0.0002) (0.00004)
Controls YES YES YES
Constant 0.2726™" 0.3754™ 0.2026™"
’ (0.241) (0.0484) (0.0140)
Industry YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES
F 25.81 14.44 41.47
adj.R’ 0.0553 0.0734 0.1148
N 25,969 10,162 15,808
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