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Abstract

With China’s economy transitioning from a high-speed growth phase to a high-quality develop-
ment phase, there is a close connection between the development of the digital economy and the
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realization of high-quality economic development goals. Based on data from various provinces in
China from 2011 to 2021, this paper empirically examines the impact mechanism between the dig-
ital economy and high-quality development, as well as the role played by virtual agglomeration. The
results show that the digital economy has a positive promoting effect on high-quality economic de-
velopment, and this conclusion remains valid after robustness testing. Further tests reveal that the
digital economy positively promotes high-quality economic development through virtual agglom-
eration. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the digital economy has a more significant impact on
high-quality economic development in eastern, western, and northeastern regions.
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1. 5|8

WM RARE I, CERERER AT S A E R G AT, IR
PR BE 0, (LT AR SR RS, T3 B E RS e AR (I F,
2022) [1]. TEHCTH AR Ar IR RS 5 BRI AT 5 R B 25 A — P L G 5 BT P 7 24 2
G, IEUARIFTARA MO BB I R AR R . ERSFAEHE . K. AT RS TR,
TRAMBUE T A G4 5 B AT B P L i SR (58, 2025) [2]. IXEEH AR SR M AR th DUBIR Ay i
PRELE . UM EAR NI 1. P G A A R B GUE S B A, RS B A
SEE K, OSSR PN KT B, AR TR UG 4 R B 5 o (M A SR 5 ST P 0 2
MG HRBRET, B Pl T HARAE 5 A . SES SR . SCIMBEZ I SR, fEAkik
PRAESBFE 23 R WA AT . B BT Z AR ISR LB — 101 B AR I FE 1 MO 4 5 B IZ 1T
4, RO EIBPEVAS VORI E M R . A SO AR T AR R BRI T R
FOUR, AHER IR . KB N T RIS A G R RS SR T HT R R B (TR, 2, 2018)
[3]o ZoiF IR FEREL RUBE S A HF A Tk, B A FFBURFI S S0 S B T2 R 0 B2 R
R R SR IAR SR 2 (BN 0 T R T £ B o 6 7 0 5 A 00 2 SR X 5 0 7 R e R R T
WAL B SRR b o BRI, ASCHE T X B ORI RGBS 998, B, SIANBF LR R AT
R R, IR T WTAONESL, R, ST T 8T Rk T 25w iR R L, i
BINERERX— TR, b RANTAF SAFERRRIENSR; BF, WA X
(122 AT T SRR AT A ST TE A 4 450 0 7E I 8 TR AL R R T R A I 1 28 R A AL,
B 1 3L i B 7 K 1 R TR B
2. MEkEGRIR

B AR e R (AL AT oh E 0 AT A, AR R R RN BB . % H WA
FRE G R R R SRS AT, TR AR AN 2 5 0 B R AR T O FR L RS B AR A . T BT
(2023) [410H, HEAFTREM B, b E AR RIS R R AR, S R TH B R AR A5
R E R R, TIEURI BB A 5] S 1 0 B B A TS . 30T % B M SR L5 168
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71, ATCUASRAR T E i R R R IR A R S S BUR SRR . TN REE(2024) [STACN, fEAE= B R AL E /7T,
PO EE R G IR HERAT TS AR . 5780 ). BORSSERATHAT L S g BE 22, ) 58 B AR JR I8 711
U BN, SRR MR A P2 2Rk, 8 A N E A E R LSRR R A bR s, P T4
Gria s, S EKFIEIT 5SRO RS HA, O3 RE J1 00 T2 88 7042 7 80K 3R e
AR TUE R RIS M EES2022) (610N, v AgiEd o N IR IE, A A #
FHYE, BIAFQHRA, B E iR R BHTF50021) (714, HuJ7BUR R 55 MU 4
MAF GRS 1355 o5 RUSLFIT 5| S5 Rl TR 205, 20 Al (1 45 7% v SR AN R IS 31 7 A AN BT R PR S 0 5
[EIIT, b 75 UG i 55 38 B8 A TC B 8 B GET s2 e Aol i o7 2k e VR AL . 07 Rl E R AR
SRA R EBEQR 5, IRV (R R, SR R R R R B R
N R E R EEN T 3N T AE S (B SOk, 2024) [8].

ARV — PG BAZ B G MAAFEA, WSLMAsr. e, EEEEREaMIARE
PR R B X S At e A F AT 8 (U I S22, 2025) [9]. 40T, SRS a it
SR R T TR T, EEATEEAROR S E WX AR IO R E, HF
285 B 88 45 1 7 5 0 RSN 5 | P AT HE B BRAR 5 I 28 R AN PR DU AR 8 5, Al
RE LU, XEKFEEIE MBS BRI P, AR IT 2 PSS, RT3 2 1A
TESRIEGHSCE FIFhESC, 2019) [10]. 7E 2R, FF@sri@d i pt s 2 plE B Mmsdan, #8597 sh# 3k
REETZ L2 (AIZ AT AR, 2020) [11]: fEALG 0, B2tz 1 ALR MO R Ak g =L
TE RGBT AT, 2022) [12], ARG T 3 B R AT X7 IS BAXFR A . B4 5t n] Lodid
BEEERAT 5N G EAXTRRRRE, BRICRL T T, $H5E R S3RURIE, PRI BT A, Mo
ANV AR RE JI(CEAKER, 2025) [13]. Fr@ebrimnt iz NG BEAR, KAl 208 15 Dl 58 47 i 9 s
AL EEERE R R (R EELE, 2024) [14]. H—J71H, BEAETHET Il N MRIE B AR
RO, A B AR aRES T TUME, $Em BUR RSRACR (A R T4, 2020) [15]. WEMMEKE, Brast
RENZIE RS+ RGGER RGN XIRE T =M [9]. P& U AR R, AT HE i
BT E Y, LS SRS BT EUE AU R R T SRAHUCEC MM, BRI AR S G
KBEARIE T RS A% 1 71 B, ARG 5 i3 B & 0K TG 71, W HESN 485 i 0 B S (B 52 52, 2022)
[16].

15 “HERM+” SRS HITREIRAE T, 5G ML IRIN GE . s seierE, TR0 7 B L i i i a5 B 22
RS REGEBAR M R, 445 DS A B 25 B, ARSHECECAE R Wi AN TR Re 5L IR 6
WSRRET), DRI E SR . X HEOR L R R R R AR E 88, SO AR
BRAHEES CHPME BT P AL QTS . RSO T MR A (R AR, AN S
PRT- P ERmEAS, T Bt B St ErE . BRI I R ME . IR R TR A (AL R T
3 AMUBEAE T NS E oA, R T PR i R G S5 RE 77, b B il A 57 3)) 2% 2 8
)R AT B BT R TT R T BB 45 . ROl R S 2 (R ) 2R A 23 ), R AR R R B IR, 2
WA= DI A 0] R VAR SR R 0L (R A P B R I A R T A A s ROV SR J 0 2 )
KEFE PR, 2 A ER AR BB FTTE . BEEHAR AR S S0, R0l 2% A 45 Sk 2 [ 4
SEPLTCEE TR, IR A AR P BRI A SRS A, A BRI TERCE . AR e LS
Brabr 5 A s s B IER ZHUE “XE)” A2 ERE M E MR, 2024) [17].

3. ERSHTEMRME
BOF LTINS RATER IR EEIRE ), ERZIME A A H R, A ORI A Al

i
;é
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QBT AR PR U e A A8 B A B M AR S BRI =N AR, IR NHINT B G DR B 28 5 v o R e )
WAENLEL. BB SRS, WRBT A EEIEN], Nl — PSR T S SR L R
FERR A SR TR R SRR I 1R S % .

BEH BT BRI AW D, 80722 B g i o W RE 28 5% v Jot B A 8 0 SR R TR R (5 13 R 55, 2024)
[18]. #rafrimd sIANKEE . AN TR, D ESEPNER, N AR 4t 7 K HoAR S . K
HHRBORBEW SR BN NTIBRNTRERE . AP EEE AT Ehds, itk SR AU R
TSN TR M, BB TR, BERE H AN AR REROR I AT R T 0 AR AL A &A1
IR AR R B B AL AR B . SRR VIR B TR R BT SR DRI BER, ML TE RN
REB GBI B, BIA 8N 2 0m SR BT & BT SR SS, BRI A A, (b BE 6Kt B8 2 BRI
ANBIR ORI T 5835 B Ey SE AR Bty Al 1 R 5 B AR R IR, R IR sk i K
REPRRE ST o XA BT b BRI B A, IR RE 525 4R i R SRR, AT DA oMb 8 v ol A e B 1
SEHEAt . HUERES, Aol BB A5 B IX Se 80T BOR SCHUT A SRR AR B A AN s A, AT N3 13T B R 4
A, RN A ER RS, (C e siRr RS S B4k, 55, 2025)[19]. tboh, 7
SRR LEAE 13, Syl infe 1) R iR A e . KR Ak — B BR A L, R AR
AT A2 DT, AT HES] 1% 48 G A X 17 v B A J AR - B 28 B sl B sh Ak 1R 3 B AL ZE 7 BRAT
B, W EEBORNIRN, RE BRI AUAL,  SEELAE P SRR AR v, D AN IR R
T ARG R, R R, IREAERCR S SRR, NRTHE R T IR .
Fk, JEEYERREA, Ala] PSR B R i DU 5 2, T seBLAE M BE M T AL EE, A B T4
b R g A B 7 D RIS, SR BRI (8t AT U s[RI, i BORIE T BL IR AL e Fin i 2k
M RHE AT R RES I, R R s AR IS T 30, BRI R A, SRR, ik
Wk R thhh, Ber A BN G ERt 7k EE B AL 2 A RS B  E S AR, e T
M BE BRI P AT ARSE T SR AR e, R 5 (R AR P AT v s A i, A7 B
W5 SRR R BN BHIEREAT BB AN St , LRI Bk, 3R BB T4 T, HESIATF
R BT BT BR AL T R B P 0 (2 P AT R, 2024) [20], Er BB AE R F B
FORARERT ] L B ECE T R S HE AL, DU @ T 2T R R R . SRR BOR S S, R
i3t — LRI 2 A P B AR MR MR GG K B, S BUIE RE DI B8 58Tt B A ™ )
FITE AR, AL AL AP 3, ARG VBTIEh J1. XA A = 3Tt fifg 6t
JRBCE SRR QU AR FE WO, IITHES) S AR 20 Bt A S8 ) e A o 58 v o 2 14 e B
Wit By abrEd EORCH . P TN E R A BAE 2 U5 T IR AE, 2R R R SR PR T
S, BONMESN A G T R R & . G B PTIR, ASCER

s 1. BF R TR L T & i K R

Fe gt LB IR LI B AR IT Ak, A AR RE € DX N SR A =, R TR AR B R TS
BETT TR E. XA R REFERAS 5 A . (R HERIRML SR, (B2 BRI, XE e iR gh 4
ERVGE BB IR R ISR AT LI . KA. St SR, WA M5,
R f Al BHIHULR . A A S50 AR HE . W R EATWE 2 W L iiT s, R
A A BT A SRS TR SRR B, (2t AN LR R R A S O R QDR IR, AN
7 T8 £ ) G i B A 2R (0 M S AR AR S, BRARSS S RAS o Aille s BRI AT A A £ BT
B EHAAC, MR E R PAME B SEORE R, & 1 RRKE A QU YT, AT T AR
BE2, MRRIRMBORZERREW A F B R MRE RS, TR T REFIQIHAES, BEimfeitast i
BRE. EUERELETEORK, (EEHEEREIRBORKAL MR, BR8N X I
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RO QIBRE YT, B TP SRR IR SRR I AL P ML S5 K S B AR, D T G
RACEP L, S XAk g, BhaftmiE k. GZErE, ARCRH:
i 2: bRl IR R A R et 25 R R K e .

4. FARET
4.1. BIEFRIFESHEARIER

AT IEIE LR YA P IRIZ D I 1, FRATTTR AT 70 BT 75 i B AT 4 T A0 SBUR W AR AR B
e, WIS AN REN R, WOREE AR T SN R b, SBEERE S A AR
SRIGEF RS fe)a, lId STUEAS IR KR L 485 A TIRAN 00T, DABRZR I AE R R 34

R H5CH (0 AT SRR e B PR B B T B AR AR 2011~2021 SEH [E 30 ANE(BEHETT . HIAX)H)
THI A ES 3 (A 60368 T RURT S IR 6 (0 2508 o SR UR B 35 5k Bt A4 1 R B 58 i Gt HE S R E R G it
Ja B 77 Pk o
42. TEEX

(1) PR & 258 BREE TR 3 (2023) [21], ARSCIEI A B A 7= (thp) ME Ay i i R e i ARER AR 5

(2) MR R S RAVE55(2020) [22]44 48 Ar A 2200 FE 25 30 7 I8 7= 2 50 K B /KT (digital) o

(3) WAL E: 2 IKF AP IE(2021) [23], AR SR F DXALAR 77 72467 B 4% 1 X R UL AR SR AR FEE (virtual) o

B A8 & 1) e 1 B

Table 1. Variable definition
F1 TEENX

AR Y AR 4B BT
WA & PR HR ip
R A R Hr BT RIEKT digital
EREE'S AL T virtual
P A & WU T TRRE gov
2V 2K cs
XA FFTRRE EE open
WK ur
Pl g ind

4.3. WAREER

AR T A SHER IR, B AERANR W BUE 20T R R A A S i B B R R, IRy
W F AT R BT 5 BRI AL EAER WL FEEHE TRt R R, LA H A ELH]
AR B (DOMRBCEAT RIE, BRI A0 K KX R A P 5 . A A o,
o REFHZRE, HTEUBETFRITRKEKEN 2R AR, Ml ZoxBLRZED, HT
T F AR R A A 2 FE W BN LR Z0 B A P FR R . AR (D)H I o] R3EAIE, NIRWEFZIF
R A L F A 77 28 7 AL IR RIS
tfp = B, + P digital~+ p, gov+ B,cs+ fopent pour+ fiind + Industry,, + Year, + & (1
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R, ofp REERAETE,; digital RN TETREKN-,  Industry, T Year, 53 W47
A3 [ RE RN, i s M, ¢ ORI ]
N T ARG H2, B8 AT [
ifp = B, + Byvirtual x digital + B,digital + B,virtual + B,gov + Bscs + f.open + Bour + Biind + & 2

5. SKEERS 1R
5.1. fEd Mg

X2 B TR G AR . R, AR RA PR M BME BN 1.499. 0.102, T
72 0.615, FALEUE 0.283. AHHFRMIFEAT, RNEGBHRIETFETFTREKTY, HEKESH/ME
7N 0.655 0.017, ~FIME N 0.138. MEFNEE R i KAE 5 /MB35 8 1.525. 0.421, “FI{EN 1.310.

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. kgt

ZE HEE WE B/ME Hfr BAME
1y 330 0.615 0.102 0.283 1.499
digital 330 0.138 0.017 0.110 0.655
virtual 330 1.310 0.421 1.525 9.011
gov 330 0.249 0.107 0.103 0.643
cs 330 0.390 0.220 0.056 0.504
open 330 0.272 0.008 0.285 1.464
ur 330 0.596 0.350 0.121 0.896
ind 330 1.342 0.527 0.732 5.244
5.2. XM

FEARIRAZ RS I 4 R I8 3. AR 3 IMRVERR IR FT R, B it K KT 5 e Bk A
IR REON 0452, HAE 1%K T FRE, RUBTEFRRRT5EERE R ZAFAEHRKR
HECF 250 R KT X A R A R A IR A e AR

Table 3. Correlation analysis

F 3. XML
tfp digital virtual gov cs open ur ind
tfp 1
digital 0.452*** 1
virtual 0.176™* 0.367"* 1
gov —0.480""  —0.430""" 0.0350 1
cs 0.327"* 0.260™ —0.0120 —-0.310"" 1
open 0.567* 0.635™*" 0.583"* —0.414"* 0.202** 1
ur 0.330™" 0.666"" 0.519"" —0.339""" 0.146™" 0.770"** 1
ind 0.212"* 0.474™" 0.704"** 0.105" 0.187"* 0.456™" 0.542™* 1

TE: RAPTATESWES ff, ™ A HIERR BUHREHE 1% 5% 10%K T 13,
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5.3. BIFERDHT

R IEUTLBE 0 R A, R (DREATEIE, SR 4. Ho, ZI()AI5I2) 4
BRE RN T AT RACTRIEIAEE R TEURIL, B SIInEH AR, Byadt kKT

AR R ENIE, BT AT R R T DME A R A7 R K 7RI H.
Table 4. Digital and total factor productivity
%4 HFEFSLERLFE
WBER o o
digital 1.661°* 0.708"*
(13.37) (3.60)
gov —-0.628"""
(=3.97)
cs 0.787""
3.17)
open 0.346™"
(3.30)
ur —-0.447"
(-2.05)
ind 0.032
(1.48)
Constant 0.611** 0.708***
(14.61) (3.60)
A /AT B T R YES YES
N 330 330
Adj-R? 0.387 0.484

54. REMREE

5 8 BHL T A X i R R SR IR AT REAFAE € I e, A SOR % OERAR B 5 1 A0,
fE— R EHIES TR A BRER SR AR 8. MRS TS5 R AR 5 B, AR AR B -2 5 K K

P REfEHE A R A AR — SRR AL

Table 5. Lag effect analysis
=5 BEME S

PR R tfp
digital 0.380™
(2.21)
gov -0.727"*
(-4.73)
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cs 0.704***
(3.05)
open 0.579™
(7.75)
ur -0.859"*
(—4.82)
ind 0.039*
(1.76)
Constant 0.771°**
(5.16)
N 300
Adj-R? 0.471

5.5. AR

RIS A SCR W H2, I E IR X —A 8 A A &, SRR (2)3E47 Bl 348, Bfkgs R ILEE 6.
EIER SN T AT R BTN EERAE TR NEE, YRUERRIFHE{FE, Sairs
WRBAKEN EBRAEFRPEDSUE. Ri% H2 B 3530E.

Table 6. Digital, virtual and total factor productivity
6. FRF. EUERNEERE~F

WRRRR o o
virtual x digital 0.198™** 0.134™
(7.36) (2.25)
gov —0.687"""
(—4.50)
cs 0.479"
(1.90)
open 0.599""*
(6.67)
ur —0.578""
(-2.73)
ind 0.055
(1.53)
Constant 0.686™" 0.822""
(14.40) (5.19)
SR /AT ] 52 R YES YES
N 330 330
Adj-R? 0.181 0.493
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5.6. RERMESHT

e RN E M X 2 A2 5 A AT HTANTETr, AN IR X 2 [A) ) 22 53 W] RE R M B0 e 5 0 4 0 A
RIEWIVER . AT TR ZER1(2023) [24] IR FT, AR EHERI S AT hil. T4t
VURHBIX, BEAT 7 REAR I, S5 5R W R 7. SR BoRFEZRERHLIX . 7O A X 5 4 JL s X i [m] 5 SR 8 A
1% B, T X AE %, P AZSRI A TR R AREHIX B SEETT R LRI R T 7e#
FIRIRT BT, H A XA AR Z BT . A s R A, RSO BORBE R AN BET 5 AR,
R Z . AREMX LA R &, IEWAIRS AL . Braitie S IR R &, BEAEIE L
S BUVE AL AR EBIBEIRAL, MRSk A BT B R AR, 3R T SR YRGB R AN A R . P A
DR ST AR, BRI . B OEAE . N A G BESE . M5 U (AR AR 50 Bl 2 il st it 4 e A
Byl e, Wl 7 RERT PN H it PO R, REIRSE TR, BT
B, & B O SR SR Ve . JF B s R A A R, AR 5T sl R kT
A S, BRI BN S B ™ G, (R sk 4 ZER A 4R T . AR X AR 52 2 B0
SCRFE ISR o B RAEHERN AR ALIR A IE b, R BT SOV E RN R I, T T KEBORSR
AT EBN . R XA R TR, R, (b T8RS AU R AL . X efe 4
Al F R TR A VIR R, Ber 2 TN HSRAE 7R I HOR T BOMUR R R o T A A 4 X b 5 g Ak
TAEGE A AH S W R R B I B, AR G0k o EEAOR, U AR RS R BRAS i — e AlbXS
Hor RN IR RIBEIA L, B2 5 G LRl & 7 Tt AR X 2218, oM | s A
FRAHRTE o A ECARAR I DO AA 51 70, DL P s XAEBOR 51 % N AA R BIAR, b X AE N 5] A0
HAERC 25 LA A TT A AL AE, BRI T80 HORAE 23t R QT v ATHE, XL 70 Ry 4
Dr e BR A AL

Table 7. Regional heterogeneity analysis

#* 7. REFRMESH

womew ? . o
digital 1.2709" 1.2451 3.0733"" 3.7605""
(8.9349) (1.0615) (3.5051) (2.9771)
Constant 0.7586™" 0.6806""" 0.4166™" 0.6625""
(12.8993) (8.3696) (4.8537) (5.6118)

SEAR AT ] 52 BT YES YES YES YES

N 110 66 121 33
Adj-R? 0.4470 0.0980 0.0281 0.2172

6. ARG SEN
6.1. FARLIR

ARIRNR B F APt S AT R R R Z MR R R, LRSI A 1 A8 B AE H b kg i 45
o BRI AN SRR L, - B 5t A B A 7 SR TR N AERL DU RE AL SR e 3 4
R—RAR, NESHAT R R R RIS IRIE LS % BHRY], Bra it miE K
&, AERATHIEVE TG, ZERKRRRRE; MBI R — AR5 KB, By adraeimid
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MR REARA I LT RS FRVEDHTRY], BOF i 800, PIR 5 AR b X e 25k
PERRIS IR . K, RSB AS A R R, MEME R E AR, e
Hoy SR v . e 8T RS, (R ISR IR AR O A R, AT BE 4 M R 4 Ry 2
X AR RNRIHER, AT m R A .

6.2. BERRBR

AW TR T RCF2 G ISR IR S 5t R R R L IR SRR, BRI E R A 1 K
HFWHLEE, T LRI

(1) BRURF AR RS B SR Bt 2 Ve AP 5 HESD B rh o S8 B Atk B0 it ) 4 T 7 i 55 TH 4o AF 2R B0
HERIEIR T AR SETTIE 6G M HRBNIR K5 M AN AL, HES 5G ML HOIR LA fa AN LAk . i s X B
HED GV AR, R B SR B SR T AR RCR AN . AEPE AR B XA ACIE X, 7E
A A BRI BRAR IR s, $RTH P AP R R B E AT, el e AR Bt — P K e

() BEEMAREBIWAR WAL T REHIX, W hn s 5 E b 4 Sl AR f 5 1E, &
SLIE BRI R AR TR & 5 WG| R erim A A A EUET BRI, 2800 E B B s g s e £, 42
THEERRZW S TS ) P E L T IBGR, N2 5 B R K as T BRI E R
Ay BREGEAVEREMERE G, Ba b BRI, (LA B BRI S T IE
AU, TR RS . 4G T X B IRA R, R SRR L LR TR X, B I
SRR ST« RIRT T2 GURIB T, HESDRE (A o A% S b X7 2 1 Rl 0L B S 7 e ] X
MAIRS T &, AR ARG R WHRIIE . SR SRS . Sl SERORAE TAv it
BRI S N, RIS L R B KT

(3) it X IE TG R A o ARSI DX BRI R T 2 TR AR AL IR v 7 B ORI AR B X
Myt o e, B EoRSH . AR ET A, s X SR R . AR, BT
B, Sl SEG BT R, SN KRB T BRI R BN, SRTHECT AR RE ST . A
I, ISR PG e DR B N R IR AN S EE, e AN oA TS R, R N R R
et By 25 S g™ iR G -

(4) IRy it NA IR 5518 . AR DX RN 58 5 E Bk 4 mRs s BT A AL IR & F, T
o sein s, EpReIH 0P a, JFRYPAES . BERIR. MV MENH, %57 A4 1 EFR
MEF o XX, HoE IR A AR B B L B E, SN TR RE . AR A S ARG
BAVFFHERAE, IR iRAE R R B, WIIREN AT AT R F ORI R TN . Sl 2Rt X e
RO B 1525 PG 3 b DT FRoxt 1 3k, i AR R B B 2505 20, 3R 717U i X B A AP
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