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Abstract

Amid the convergence of the digital economy and rural revitalization, narrowing Hebei’s urban-rural
income gap is vital for common prosperity and its integration into the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region.
From an ecosystem perspective, this study analyzes how digital inclusive finance impacts this gap,
revealing its mechanisms and challenges. We find that digital inclusive finance reduces the gap by
mitigating rural financial exclusion and boosting farmer income through four pathways: market in-
tegration, capital flows, technology spillovers, and enhanced social security. However, its effective-
ness is hindered by a regional digital divide, product imbalances, weak ecosystem synergy, and in-
adequate rural risk controls. Therefore, we propose systemic policies across five dimensions—insti-
tutional design, capacity building, product innovation, ecosystem cultivation, and risk mitigation—to
optimize the financial ecosystem and enhance digital finance’s role in achieving urban-rural integra-
tion and common prosperity in Hebei.
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