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Abstract

In the context of globalization, the concept of sustainable development has gradually become a so-
cial consensus, and its core value lies in balancing the relationship between economic growth, en-
vironmental protection, and social responsibility. ESG performance, as a key indicator for measur-
ing a company’s overall performance, is directly related to the company’s long-term competitive-
ness and market reputation, and has a decisive impact on the company’s market position and future
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development. This article aims to explore in depth the impact of internal control quality on corpo-
rate environmental, social, and governance (ESG) performance. Through empirical analysis of Chi-
nese A-share listed companies from 2010 to 2022, this article finds that improving the quality of
internal control can significantly enhance a company’s ESG performance. Specifically, high-quality
internal control plays a role through three mechanisms: alleviating financing constraints, improv-
ing information disclosure quality, and reducing agency costs. The research results have theoretical
and practical significance for understanding the relationship between internal control and ESG per-
formance, and guiding companies to improve their ESG performance. This study not only enriches
the theoretical basis of the relationship between internal control and ESG, but also provides strate-
gic recommendations for the practical community on how to improve ESG performance by optimiz-
ing internal control, which has important reference value for promoting sustainable development
of enterprises.
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1. 51§

TEABRIGHE P, PIRREIR RIS OB oA 2360, OO ETE TP & 5l K 5 R85
. HESTUEZEIFR R[] fEE 5T, 5 (Environmental). 123 (Social) f1iA #(Governance) A & ,
fE#K ESG, C&MNALERF L, BORITFM A LRE RIS IR PRI 955, 2024) [2]. ESG RIA
B ERBRN K ISE S /1[3], IRZIFEmE L T35 /2R (R E, 2023) [4], ixik
Rl 2 3t [ml e 1 A AE T 3 BB AN AR IR R R 7 7T[5] -

XTHEFM S, ESG RO I T e S 2 AN AT sk (1925 BRI 2R (6], #8000 & MR i i) T
HEFEILEAE ESG J5 TR I H i AT 0T, DRI e il A3 43 R o B LS B e XSG 5 B R ) R B
AFRREE BRI F1[7]. MeAh, RUFI BSG R I AR H B AV 51 R B4R A, $ i 2 T3 B A
WORE, X0 T AR AR A R AR 2 R B[R] [9].

RUE B SRS Z 3R 7 A B FENLHRI (N H S5 . ORI xt ik ESG RILAIEL M, (HZ
s deh T E B EZ T, B O P filix — Bk BT E R a BENLHIZE ESG SE B AR FIAL
B, UHAEFEHEEST, WA IS iRE S G, @SSRS 2 KR E[10],
FLAE P AT I AR U 3R 5 AR 2 A DG BB O T LA MR DR o s o = 1) P s i R e i DR A Ik FE B SR &
Gral e (R [RIET, A RCE BRI A AL 2 RS, ST RESE R (1] SRTHT, A 070 0 R 78 0 H s N 4 )
5 ESG RILZ AT NAERE R, JUHERZ 5% HAR L] S5 S HPE IR NER DT, XM R T AHHF 7T 40
RO,

BT, ARSCGERLT 2010 2 2022 F3RE A I BT ARE A OREA, SRR R E S Sk ESG
R B HIR RFAT LU S . AT CAWIT, A SCHILRTTRR 3 BARIAE: 28—, AT it
XA T E, S SR T 2 $ETHE B R S PR B oAk = 2 42 52 ESG
RINMNLEZH, T HER AR T Z20a BRI E RS 2B, WRIEAASSE B R, MR
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FRIEHIE PR . BN R ARXEZ A o A, REHEAER S ESG AR RE IR
HIIRe: =, JENE AV S GRS (IR T RN, R IR ESG R ILIIE K, N
AFRBANVIRTE ESG SIRGR A B R A XL E BLR R

2. BRI EMRB/R

A ST N A ) R T ESG I EEAAIAE =N — RS AE R AW, — AT
MlkfE B E, = RBREAACHERA .,

B, S 0 P R Rl G AR R AR, Rk ESG BRI —T71H,  RAF ]
RE A% 5 B AP 3R A5 B0 S RS VPSR, 302 R A R P S 42 o 4 10 A A A ik A8 B AN 55 1hl 15 000 4 TR
[12]. B w15 PP A L E R AT H IS5 B R &y, e ts DUSE MR I AR SRAF DR sk FH A 1 X
RRBE[13] [14]. HUbEIR, PR des bl o & 5 A Bh Tk 30 A 8o & #s 8 W, 465 ESG AR )
IS 22 KB [15] [16] I PRARIE L0 AR, A BE BB IRV TE IV 55412k, 3 BB N AN B8 3 A
Ly, MNITE L B IRIF BEAR B2 AF[17]0 53— 7T, AN T B AF S X APk AR . JBATHE S TE DAL
PA A TR EREE A, AR TR BN 2 I BRSOl H A B A A 5 4 T R (18] s i) s s A,
A3 AL B % BERS AEH PEA% % 0T ESG T H A S5 W s, &3 FCBIR, BRI A U A m] R4 E)
[19][20] Rk, P E R & IR TS BT L 7E ESG st sk, et 7+ ESG R,
BRI T3AE SR 2T B, OSSR OGE— B 5 7 Rl Bt R, e T RYETERS, H—D
SRR T R BT LR

B, S P R S AR T S B R R, $Em A ESG R, NIRRT E R
X FAMVAS B 5 o B A R, IR DR A v O R P S ) R 8 1 RS B B HE R PR AN SE B, Uk
ME BANIFR, FEm B E B [21]. R4 P il 1A 2 B (i A il SE e s AT (5 B4R,
i 5545 SAAEM 555 5, W1 ESG MR IISTRERIR22]. BbAh, PR TR 3R TH Ik Re g 35 Bh Alb i
SEAEA S RPN, @ R A IR, AN R AR SR TS IR . XA B
THE AL RIE B EERIAME ), BEORIL T AR R A OGS BIME O, IERRIEM LA B RUEFIE R (23], 7E(5 5
PRIERIRART SR, AL 7R ZEARN B M B =0 2% 3% BH FE RS BBk Ea Re 77, DASE N 05 3 AR i AH G 3%
PNV EARRE, Rk AT RFEE K JE[24] [25]. HEl27E ESG AU, & MG Bk @ ML BRI N E
B CEAMUAE E R A AER ORI 412 ST EAT DA 2w VR 3 45 44 50 5 U T 1Y) L AR 28 4 R0 R
FRK, B REMS A A A AR R SR AR . (e EE R IR A SRR . R R TGRS, T
SR TN ESG 2 FU[26][27]. RIFH) ESG R IAMN AEE I 5] T 2 7E B A B R I KR A, i
BEFE B A0 Ml R0 5 7 PR PS5 AL A 2 SRR, 398 5 A b R0 XU B8 R T RESE % A8 71 [28]-[30]. Rk, $2TF
A5 BT E, Rl ESG EEMEMAE, CROABAREE AT Bk () —3, X T2t
A PR A 2 T AT ORI 28 5 28K 2t P OB L AT VR Iz 3 3

=, S R R o B I BRI A, R ESG R, IR HIA R %0 B
Z DA AR B R R, BT SR ] DL A &R SR AR DG Z R R 2R i R [31]
[32]. e Jo 5 1) A A il B e (R B E AT A S IR B R 2 AR DG 1R 28— B8, Jd i i BNl AL
il PR E A TR A KU AL 2 32 AT N33 ] 3ol B O 0 A R SR 25 1 i b K R 28
F1ESG HER, MAMSGREIRIRE[34]. B, & ] HE S T4 0 T A0S A 37 R A5 R 319 1) 150
H, T2 T PREE I 2 5 5T AR 0 . A 3B il (0 5 Ak BE A% (2 (36 A B 2 B I EEAMLIX Le K1 BSG %
55, BROAX LA GEAMUAT G AL KA, AT G4 RIS () n HELl Rk R 2R . IRl IC Re s 12 =
AV PRI 45 2 TR, BN B3 ORI 2 AH DG Kb W 5545 B S AT [35] X PME AT A2 PR Ak B A

=l
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AR BN R, KOAE D T 388 Sl AR S AN e 1, AT RRAR T Al il i 5 e A A4 FE
A

i b, ARG, TR A R R RS B SR e P R B A AE R R R R PR
AR B AR Ak ESG £ HEit, ASCH B MR-

Hl: B &Pl et 5e =k ESG K.

3. fiREt
3.1. EXENSHIERR

ARSCIEHL 2010 £ 2022 4 A B LT AT FUREA . ASCHIAFEAR AT W P Em b2 B, 5
B 1 E AR AR HOR IR A Lk, SIBRERMT W B ARIREA, FUa, RS XA S S
ERIIREI, XA IESATE AT T L% 1% 48 RANE, H&3R1G 32,306 Naw] - FEAMME. A
PP B R B AR A R G ) R BT A F AR IR . ESG R IIEE R B AHIE ESG K
B, Fottn b Al IV 55 Ko B AR O AS B A R T [ 28 % CSMAR Hdfa s

32. BEEX

3.2.1. #HEBTE: ESG KM

A S W AT (2021) [361HIHFFT, FRAEIE ESG IR R B (ESG). *HiE ESG P4 it
SRS, MMESE2 5 C. CC. CCC. B. BB. BBB. A. AA. AAA, KX LN HIRAE 1~9,
H AR T A, ESG R BUBLT

3.2.2. BRTE: ARERREJIO

S5 BUMERE(2015) [371(0WF T, P S Fs ) o0 R P ek ol 2 ) ) F) o T ) P 422 1 4R
BEATHIE, ZAREOBOR, PRI R o IR T A A USRS FRS
THIE AR E TR Al AR R R T DDA RIS R AR AR, R CA D [ A 23 RN, DU
PERIA AT RER i o

3.23. BHITE

S CVF SCHR[38], ASSCIEFEH] 17 DL R Sk 4 B R A P2 R AR i A IR (SIZE) . W S5 AT AT
(LEV). #3773 R (ROE) BRI KR (GROWTH). MVAER(AGE) ALK (BAN). FEH M
IE(BOARD) 55— KB R EFI LLBI(TOPY) S ZE S |5 LL(INDEP) WWERE —(DUAL). L4h, FHEEME
GEAIX 5, ASCIREH] T N(Firm FE)FIN 8] [ 58 208 (Year FE). BAARSEE XWZ 1.

Table 1. Variable definition
#F1. TEEX

AR HR A AR RS A E X
fEREAE R PN P 1 o IC rhE T2 E N R R R RO B RN £
WA ESG % gsg  FUEESG g Hﬂﬁ@ui@]@iﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ’ EBOR, R4
Pt A & Al A SIZE [ZENSE VGRS PAOTE ¢
W 25 AL AT LEV SN TESSiohd
s R ROE e AN s
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K RE ) GROWTH ERALON: 4
A AFNE AGE AT AF BRI SR % 4
JBEA il i BAN 55 2~5 RIBARFFIBUSE — KI AR R EL
HE D BOARD S NH) AR
B KRR TOP1 H— RIEAR GEFER R LI
ML EHE N INDEP Mor R NBFEFE S NI
PIRG— DUAL HHRKEMA M 1, B{UELO
AR R R R 2 3 KZ KZ $8%t
ww WW F551
B 410 WELFE/AEE Eﬁ&éﬂé%‘ﬁ?%% xﬁ?f%ﬁ%:ﬂwfé\ R4
W HIRME 1. 2. 3. 4 ATH=
B A AGENT BB AN
SR AR PR MEDIA  VARRAE_E T 2 W0k 00 2% SRR T P B A SR T BE H A
3.3. EEE

AR 1 A R T DA A1) ESG FHL, N T IIERE 1, R 1 kit

%
ESG,, = a, +a,IC,, + Y a,Control,, + ui, + A, + &, )

Hrr, ESG; ARk i 4EFE ¢ 1 ESG R IC AARSLIIIZ O EREAR &, Control N— R ] fgs Mk ESG
RILFIFEHAL T peAh, BEAGEREE] TN 2 RS g AV R [ 58 O Ao en BENLIRZE T, AR SCAEATME
JZ TS AR HE R IEAT R SSab
4. BEIA%LR
4.1. RSt

L2 ME T FEDERIBRES TSR . ESG HXMEN 4.14, FrEZEN 1.062, WML ESG #
WAFAE—EER . WHEHIREJIC)IBMEN 6.336, T KAMEN 6.736, FAAF KA A1) Py 34 i i &
. BRI RSN, KE AR R bR ZE S R 1, VIR AR B ) B O T, 45 AR & R K/
WEABIEE N .

Table 2. Descriptive analysis

2. kgt

A ME HH bk /MA P25 iz £ P75 SN

ESG 32,306 4.140 1.062 1.000 4.000 4.000 5.000 8.000
e 32,306 6.336 0.966 0.000 6.431 6.502 6.552 6.736
SIZE 32,306 22.254 1.288 19.959 21.326 22.060 22.980 26.298
LEV 32,306 0.424 0.203 0.057 0.262 0.417 0.576 0.894
ROE 32,306 0.054 0.142 —0.837 0.028 0.068 0.114 0.321
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TOP1 32,306 0.341 0.148 0.085 0.226 0.320 0.441 0.742
BAN 32,306 0.735 0.607 0.029 0.257 0.570 1.057 2.786
INDEP 32,306 0.375 0.053 0.333 0.333 0.357 0.429 0.571
BOARD 32,306 8.548 1.678 5.000 7.000 9.000 9.000 15.000
AGE 32,306 2.168 0.782 0.693 1.609 2.303 2.833 3.367
GROWTH 32,306 0.354 0.931 —0.689 —0.033 0.125 0.399 6.497
DUAL 32,306 0.282 0.450 0.000 0.000 0.000 1.000 1.000

4.2. EERILE RS

P R 42 il B il ESG SRILA RN L5 SR A0 5% 3 From o F(1)HAS 1 #2815 g 28800 R A 73 ] 5 2%
PG EEZEE, o, BB R IC BEARECH 0.080, 7E 1%M7KF FIR 2, 1B 3 S 1) N s
il = AT LU AL ESG R, WA T Hl. FIQ)ZMAN 4Bt &5 45, 1C aH R
9 0.058, 7E 1%/KF ER#E. SUATE, Fmlilal =45 R o Azl iR 5 lk ESG R IR 1) 1E 1] 56 &R
RO T JIRISHIE S HF

Table 3. Internal control quality and corporate ESG performance

% 3. AERIEFIRES 1k ESG &I

1) 2
ESG ESG

Ic 0.080%** 0.058%**
(0.0062) (0.0071)

SIZE 0.262%**
(0.0244)

LEV —0.802%**
(0.0660)

ROE 0.227%%%
(0.0646)
TOP1 -0.009
(0.1508)

BAN —0.078%**
(0.0274)

INDEP 1.285%%*
(0.2173)

BOARD 0.007

(0.0076)

AGE —0.19] ¥+
(0.0428)
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gk
GROWTH —0.006
(0.0063)
DUAL —0.045%*
(0.0236)
Constant 3.627%%* —1.780%**
(0.0392) (0.4739)
N 32,306 32,306
Firm FE YES YES
Year FE YES YES
R? 0.529 0.543

i AR TR AFAERE SR, 15 NEECTIE cluster TAEERIFRHER; *xx, %, FI*4)r
FFRAE t IR TE 1%, 5% 10%KF FgitB3E. TR,

4.3. R

4.3.1. {HiE4S5r THECE

R v A R TR ARG A5 22 BT R ) L, AR SR 7145 43 DU T (PSM) 7 VA A T R g P A B o 2 IR
ZI5E(2019) [39], i IC BUEAE AL E UL BRI AN R S s &, REN 1, HRN 0.
DAASC By FHASS B 4 1) A2 AR R UL EC AT P38 &, JEAT LA 0.001 AR AR AR ILAC A% DL RE . DTRC
gERFE 4 ik 5 BoR, VEREIVRHEEMIRZ/NT 10%, 4aRE5) ¢ iR gE RIE AR 4 b FE A S5 %
il 4 2 1RG22 e e D AR 4t

FHVCECL & IR AR S BT A . 45 R n% 6 Fivn. TERHIREARIERMZEZ G, IC MARKTE 1%H1K
PR RENIE, SIHTEXFEARBA T4 ITEL S, i o 3 m Al ESG RIMM LS KRB A
Fadfgdt.

Table 4. Balance test result 1

T4 FEMREER 1

1% — e T /5
A H Pedk i b (%) *’“{fj‘{ﬁ?ﬁ;“ & e
MbFRE e B2 (%) T{E P1E
P NUN 22.42 22.09 26.10 23.44 0
SIZE 95.10
U 22.32 22.33 -1.300 -1.100 0.272
NN 0.424 0.424 0.200 0.160 0.872
LEV -1556
N 0.417 0.423 -3 -2.590 0.010
IR 0.0972 0.0103 63.90 57.57 0
ROE 98.50
VLA 0.0866 0.0853 1 1.470 0.142
rop1 A VAL 0.359 0.323 24.40 2470 21.90 0
N 0.352 0.358 —3.700 ' -3.170 0.002
BAN PNUN 0.704 0.766 -10.20 76,80 -9.130 0
NG 0.717 0.703 2.400 ’ 2.070 0.039

S
=
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PNUN 0.375 0.376 -2.100 -1.850 0.065
INDEP 57
N 0.374 0.374 0.900 0.760 0.445
AUGHL 8.668 8.426 14.50 13.02 0
BOARD 89.40
N 8.615 8.641 -1.500 -1.310 0.190
NN 2.121 2.216 -12.20 -10.92 0
AGE 94.50
N 2.119 2.113 0.700 0.560 0.578
KITHE 0.370 0.337 3.500 3.170 0.002
GROWTH 71.20
UN:H 0.362 0.371 -1 -0.860 0.389
ARULHE 0.269 0.295 -5.900 -5.320 0
DUAL 71.90
N 0.275 0.267 1.700 1.450 0.148
Table 5. Balance test result 2
F=5 FEMRIEER?2
¥ifE R T 4%
A P \ FRE iR (%) *’T‘gfgﬁ; T
WhFRLE P B> (%) T {4 Pl
FNUN 22.42 22.09 26.10 23.44 0
SIZE 82.20
UNG 2242 22.36 4.600 4.080 0
NN 0.424 0.424 0.200 0.160 0.872
LEV -347.8
[N 0.424 0.426 -0.800 -0.730 0.463
NN 0.0972 0.010 63.90 57.57 0
ROE 98
N 0.0972 0.096 1.200 1.760 0.079
FITHE 0.359 0.323 24.40 21.90 0
TOP1 99.30
N 0.359 0.359 -0.200 -0.150 0.882
PRUNT 0.704 0.766 -10.20 -9.130 0
BAN 91.80
N 0.704 0.699 0.800 0.770 0.439
NN 0.375 0.376 -2.100 -1.850 0.065
INDEP 90.40
NG 0.375 0.375 0.200 0.180 0.859
E NN 8.668 8.426 14.50 13.02 0
BOARD 97.60
N 8.668 8.674 -0.300 -0.300 0.762
PNUN 2.121 2216 -12.20 -10.92 0
AGE 93.80
N 2.121 2.115 0.800 0.660 0.510
F NN 0.370 0.337 3.500 3.170 0.002
GROWTH 79.60
N 0.370 0.377 -0.700 -0.630 0.532
AULHC 0.269 0.295 -5.900 -5.320 0
DUAL 78.90
UN 0.269 0.263 1.300 1.150 0.250
DOI: 10.12677/fin.2026.161014 SRl
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Table 6. Regression results after propensity score matching

F* 6. EF N TEENEYIFER

(1) *FARULA (2) #ILfE
ESG ESG
Ic 0.062%** 0.057***
(0.0072) (0.0071)
Constant —1.568%** —1.765%**
(0.5093) (0.4748)
N 27,906 31,816
Firm FE YES YES
Year FE YES YES
R? 0.548 0.543

43.2. Hftfa @i

F, BRI E . B RN RN S EOT S R BN 2, S5 75 H155(2024)
[40], ASCIEFKHEE ESG WEEE AT R . MIAZRINE 7 5)(1)FR, IC ZEEENIE. Ui
TER AR FYERE (1 ESG VNI R, Pba dil B &G B 47t k. ESG RILM LSRR T, iF
BT _ESCES e A .

2, MERHRS . R EIRFEAT AN R A A 2 (6 B o v] BEAH FLOCHE, DRkt — IR
BETAMAZE PRI R, ERINE TH52).

B TR TR, S0 RN o v ] U A A s R AR B [ ] s B 1, 9 7
Hh B (3) [ 42 ) 1 A M T 2 AN ] 5 205 R i i) [ S R

S0, SR A B R R R AR RO O AR AT AT . AR T BI@) R, 1C RBEE
NIE, A AR S P A () R ™

Table 7. Robustness test
= 7. RIEMRI

) 2 3 “
ESG _PB ESG ESG i J& — 3
IC 0.123%*%* 0.058%** 0.057%** 0.080%**
(0.0520) (0.0063) (0.0074) (0.0075)
Constant —6.032 —1.780%** —1.839%** —1.647%**
(5.3871) (0.4293) (0.4808) (0.4739)
Controls YES YES YES YES
N 10,108 31,826 31,825 31,826
Firm FE YES YES YES YES
Year FE YES YES YES YES
Ind FE NO NO YES NO
Cluster 17l Ak (a4 ik
R? 0.843 0.543 0.548 0.545
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5. WAl ae
5.1. BAERLR

RXSZHA[(2024) [41], KA KZ 1 WW T840 & vk 2R, FedEmm, Rl
BARFEE ™ H . % 8 FI()MF Q)RS THIN A EASE R . IC $5 800 MIFE 5%/KF B 1%/KF L2
A, R R AR S R A ENR AR . S5E ESCHES M T A, B AR P s R R s
RN LR, B ESG £,
52. EEHERE

RIS AT (2024) [42], RATARSE TS B5EE i 225 145 BORBTr = L5 SR, XA K
By Lekg RIFAEF 0 mME 1. 2. 3. 4 TR . 2 8 HIGRE TR EIASR . IC FE5UE 1%
P ERFONIE, RIS R A A AR T LS B U, #Eim iR sk ESG R

5.3. RIEERRA

RN SHER HREF(2024) [43], RS AREE SR RARUGENT) . EHLTR R SR
TAMEAREE A PR, TR USSR 8 F(4) TR B REAE 5%/KF RN, U
P R R B D A FE 2 A, AT FPRACEE AT, RS ESG I .

Table 8. Regression results of mechanism of action testing

= 8. {ERNBIEIEHEYILZER

@) 2 3 “
KZ ww AIQ AGENT
IC —0.0234** —0.0013*** 0.0710%** —0.0013**
(0.0102) (0.0004) (0.0088) (0.0005)
Constant 9.4504*** 0.2017*** 2.8413%** 0.4593***
(1.0928) (0.0201) (0.5520) (0.0361)
Controls YES YES YES YES
N 32,305 28,016 32,306 32,306
Firm FE YES YES YES YES
Year FE YES YES YES YES
R 0.7453 0.8547 0.6855 0.7288
6. HE— 54
MRYERT ST AT, Pdas il oT i R 8 S 3 i Al ESG Mo (HAN ) Al 32 31 1 UK R il & 5 A7 7E
R N AT PR A ES P SR Ak ESG AR, A S AR MY RS RN G A4 SGTE
MAEAT X o M
6.1. fdrHIR

BTN AN, RUBEEE R 24 w3l 1A 2 BRI ESG BB, Wnotd. AA MRS, X
SO BIR KHNAT B T AN LS i B ) P AP AR R, BET ST ki) ESG R I 53—, KA
HEEA RS EINAEL, UfEES. BHESFIRRAMEN . XSRS ESG HEHMA
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Table 9. Heterogeneity analysis: firm size and media attention

9. RRMDH: EWHIEMGEECTE

1) ) (3) 4)
PNt NS Al BRI BRI AR
IC 0.0753*** 0.0349*** 0.0738%** 0.0393***
(0.0135) (0.0101) (0.0120) (0.0093)
Constant —2.5534%** —0.6038 —5.4312%%* -1.9371*
(0.7785) (0.6520) (0.8119) (0.9981)
P-value 0.004%** 0.000%**
Controls YES YES YES YES
N 16,126 16,180 16,128 16,178
Firm FE YES YES YES YES
Year FE YES YES YES YES
R? 0.5857 0.5867 0.5651 0.5803
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SR T B MR B A R 0. =R PR AT PR SR SRR 3R THE D> 1 B AT KU A
Pl F T, SRE R AT 8 5 B R AN 2 A 8 MR 28— 2, BRI T Al AR A

BEAh, ARSI EE T A A SGTE B X A B2 B 5 ESG RIK R A EM, KBLIXLL
PRI 2O A BT 1 S AR T4k ESG RIS MAAAAE B o T T 45 ROV e & M g B e it 1
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