Geographical Science Research HIERI2HF 41, 2012, 1, 45-55 Hans X
http://dx.doi.org/10.12677/gser.2012.13006  Published Online November 2012 (http://www.hanspub.org/journal/gser.html)

Satusand Progress of World Heritage

Keqgin Sun

School of Earth Sciences and Resources, China University of Geosciences, Beijing
Email: kegins@cugb.edu.cn

Received: Oct. 6", 2012; revised: Oct. 22™, 2012; accepted: Oct. 28", 2012

Abstract: Asof July 2012, 962 sites throughout the world have been inscribed on the World Heritage List by
the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO, including 745 cultural, 188 natural and 29 mixed sites in 157
States Parties. As of March 2012, 189 States Parties have ratified the World Heritage Convention. Chinais a
country with rich cultural and natural heritage resources. 43 sites of China have been inscribed on the World
Heritage List by the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO, including 29 cultural, 8 natural and 4 mixed
sites. The Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage are established by UNESCO aiming to ensure the better
protection of important intangible cultural heritages worldwide. As of November 2011, 232 masterpieces
have been inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO.
In addition, 27 elements have been identified on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding and 8 elements have been designated on Programmes, Projects and Activities for the Safe-
guarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage considered to best reflect the principles and objectives of the con-
vention. China leads the other States Parties with 29 masterpieces of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity and 7 elements of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. This paper focuses
on the status and progress of the World Heritage List, Globa Strategy, the Strategic Objectives (the “5 Cs'),
World Heritage application, heritage protection, heritage management and heritage education. In addition, the
paper summarizes current status, progress and devel opment stage of World Heritage in China.
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Figure 1. Number ratio of World Heritage sitesin each continent
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Table 2. Countriesin the top 10 of number of World Heritage
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Figure 3. Famous World Heritage sitesin the world
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Figure4. Construction and restoration sites of Angkor in Cambodia
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Table4. World Heritage sitesin China
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Figure5. Growth trend World Heritagein China
5. HE it FiR R EEKRES

g

e e B B B S B B B B B S TS TR S T S B S IS IS

Figure 6. Growth trend World Heritage in China
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