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Abstract

When a tourist arrives at the tourist destination, he will further appreciate the destination by
knowing the unique characteristics of it. The activities of tourist can be seen as a process of con-
stantly recognizing and understanding the elemental symbols of the tourist destination. In this
paper, based on the theory of tourist gaze, several travel notes about the ancient city of Taierz-
huang are collected, and its elemental symbols are studied by using the text analysis method of
“characters + pictures”. It is found that the elemental symbols of Taierzhuang ancient city can be
divided into three categories: natural landscape, human landscape and overall perception. The
natural landscape symbols are architecture, war and culture; the humanistic landscape symbols
are canal, water town and water city; the overall perception symbols are Jiangnan, Jiangbei and
beauty. Furthermore, the paper also makes a thorough study of the meaning behind the symbols
endowed by tourists, which provide guidance for the future brand image construction of Taierz-
huang and sustainable tourism development.
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Figure 1. Text high frequency word tag cloud
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Figure 2. Social Network and Semantic Network Relationship
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Table 1. Text and picture text analysis results (frequency > 5)
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Figure 3. Distribution of landscape frequencies
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Table 2. The symbol and meaning of Taierzhuang ancient city
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