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Abstract

After thousands of years of dynasties and ethnic succession, most of the ancient cities in Jilin
Province have become historical sites by the end of the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China.
Although some towns still retain their urban appearance, they can no longer become political and
economic centers. With the “real border immigration” policy implemented by the late Qing gov-
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ernment in Northeast China, including Jilin, as well as the construction of the Middle East railway
and the invasion of foreign forces in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, some locations with
advantages in resources and transportation gradually developed into emerging towns. During this
period (1840~1949), Jilin region entered a new stage of modern urbanization and a new urban
pattern appeared. On the basis of historical data and previous studies, this paper summarizes the
spatial distribution characteristics of cities and towns in modern Jilin Province, explores the role
of various geographical factors in generating and promoting the urbanization process of cities and
towns, and introduces data analysis methods such as hot spot analysis and buffer-superposition
analysis to verify the correlation between urban development and various factors.
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