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Abstract

The economic development of ethnic regions is inseparable from the support of the natural geo-
graphical environment in which they live. In order to better explore the influence of the natural
environment on the economy of ethnic areas, this paper first sorts out the natural geographical
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environment of ethnic regions in China, and finds that ethnic minorities are mainly concentrated
on plateaus, mountains and grasslands, and there are certain differences in climate and rivers.
Then, the production mode of ethnic regions was analyzed through three specific natural geo-
graphical environments, including climate change, topography and landform, and water resources.
On this basis, the mechanism and influence of natural geographical environment on the economy
of ethnic minority areas are clarified: first, geographical location has a decisive impact on the
economic development of ethnic areas in the evolution of advantages; Second, climatic conditions,
topography and landforms have a certain impact on the economic development of ethnic areas,
and their economic value is mainly realized through ecological services and characteristic indus-
tries; Third, water resources have a restraining effect on the economic development of ethnic re-
gions through the natural-social-trade cycle.
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