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Abstract

In recent years, under the background of rural revitalization, the improvement of rural human set-
tlements has gradually been included in the core content of the rural revitalization strategy, and it
is related to the healthy life of farmers, the harmonious civilization of rural society, and the process
of building a well-off society in an all-round way, so the research is of great significance. This study
uses CiteSpace software to draw a scientific knowledge map in the field of rural human settlements
improvement research from 2000 to 2025, aiming to reveal the research hotspots and trends in this
field. The research content mainly revolves around themes such as rural revitalization, rural human
settlements improvement, and beautiful countryside. In recent years, the research hotspots in this
field have gradually shifted to the direction of sustainable development, ecological livability, and
rural governance. The research trend will pay more attention to multidisciplinary integration, em-
phasizing the combination of theory and practice, and providing theoretical support and practice
guidance for comprehensively promoting the rural revitalization strategy. From the perspective of
context, the evolution of research hotspots can be divided into three stages: basic research stage
(2000~2010), policy response stage (2011~2017), and deepening and expansion stage (2018~pre-
sent). This paper reviews and sorts out the research progress and hotspots, with a view to improv-
ing rural human settlements environment in China.
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Figure 1. Temporal distribution of research literature on the improvement of rural human settlements in China (source: au-
thor’s own drawing)
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Figure 2. Keyword co-occurrence map (source: author’s own drawing)
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Table 1. Summary table of research hotspots, keyword frequency, and intermediary centrality
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Figure 3. Keyword clustering map (source: author’s own drawing)
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Figure 4. Sudden detection diagram of rural human settlements environment improvement (source: author’s own drawing)
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Figure 5. Timeline of research literature on rural human settlements in China from 2000 to 2025 (source: author’s own drawing)
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Figure 6. Knowledge map of key words and timelines of rural human settlements literature in China from 2000 to 2010 (source:
self-drawn by the author)
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Figure 7. Knowledge map of China’s rural human settlements literature keyword timeline from 2011 to 2017 (source: author’s
own drawing)
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Figure 8. Knowledge map of China’s rural human settlements literature keyword timeline from 2018 to 2025 (source: author’s
own drawing)
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