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Abstract

Archaeologists and cultural relics workers from Yunnan and Guizhou provinces have collected a
batch of tubular double-handled bronze bells with various special patterns embossed on the outer
wall of the bell body in the area between western Guizhou and eastern Yunnan. However, their
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understanding of the type, dating, and specific connotations of the surface patterns is still unclear.
Through typological analysis of this batch of collected bronze bells and similar artifacts unearthed,
itis found that these collected and gathered bronze bells belong to the later forms of the same type
of artifacts. Combined with their morphological evolution and the dating of the unearthed tombs, it
is further determined that the dating of these collected bronze bells should be in the Eastern Han
Dynasty. The patterns embossed on the outer wall of the bell body are similar to the themes of rock
paintings in Guizhou region of similar age, and their main function may be as sacrificial vessels.
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Figure 1. Drawing of a double-ear copper bell shape
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