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Abstract

The Pinglu Canal is not only a backbone project of the Western Land-Sea New Corridor, but also an
importantlinear carrier connecting the Xijiang River system with the Beibu Gulf and reconstructing
the river-sea connection in Guangxi. Combining research on linear cultural heritage and the coordi-
nated development of culture, ecology, and tourism, this paper analyzes the composition, relational
structure, current status of protection and utilization, and governance challenges of tourism re-
sources along the canal from the perspective of linear cultural space. The study argues that the
Pinglu Canal has formed a complex cultural space with the water system as its natural foundation,
the history of river-sea transportation as its temporal context, settlements and relics as material
nodes, and intangible cultural heritage and community life as its living content. Its core value lies
not in the simple accumulation of resource quantity, but in the continuous spatial, historical, and
social connections formed between different resources. Currently, its protection and utilization
mainly face five challenges: a disconnect between cultural value interpretation and linear organi-
zation; insufficient cross-regional and cross-departmental collaboration and public services; un-
clear boundaries between protection and utilization and project management mechanisms; insuffi-
cient community participation and interest linkage; and weak digital governance and dynamic mon-
itoring capabilities. Therefore, the focus should shift from managing individual scenic spots to gov-
erning linear cultural spaces. This can be achieved by establishing a resource grading and zoning
system and project access criteria, constructing an interpretation of river and sea culture and a
tiered route organization, improving cross-regional collaborative governance, perfecting commu-
nity co-construction and sharing mechanisms, and building a digital monitoring and public service
foundation. This will promote the overall protection, differentiated utilization, and sustainable gov-
ernance of tourism resources along the Pinglu Canal.
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