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Abstract

To enrich China’s germplasm resources of superior maize, broaden its genetic base, and identify
high-quality rust-resistant maize materials suitable for cultivation in China, 15 maize accessions
introduced from Africa were evaluated using Zhengdan 958 as the control. Key biological traits, re-
sistance to southern rust, and protein-related quality attributes were systematically assessed. Cor-
relation analysis was conducted to determine the relationships among measured indices, and a
comprehensive evaluation of the tested germplasm was performed using a membership function
method, with index weights determined by coefficient of variation. The results revealed that six ac-
cessions met the criteria of desirable plant architecture—plant height < 225 cm, compact or semi-
compact growth type—and high resistance to rust (disease index < 20). Correlation analysis indi-
cated a highly significant positive relationship between protein content and crude protein content.
Based on the integrated membership function values, the top three ranked accessions were AF13
(0.968), AF7 (0.892), and AF3 (0.765). Consequently, AF3 (SAQ11), AF7 (K82), and AF13 (ZMQ203)
were identified as good African maize germplasm with excellent overall performance, showing
strong potential as elite donor materials for breeding new maize varieties with high quality and rust
resistance.
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FTAREBRE=ZRMEEY 2 —, RREEZRE %4 STEREHCS N T E A O 5. B
BNIER ST RIH G, W TR R i R ST vE 0 R A ™ [ SO B 22 4 g W 25K
SRS IR EUETAI T, REC R HTIE & AR, RO AR R E YRR R B A T
FORIBAL LA 1A RAE S AP B, R TEETE S R SCEK 1],

HE IR TR TR L ERE, BRI MR E 75 T S 528 R (BAE R 5 SR AT
SRR A7 AR 22 JEAR (2] [3]e — 51T, [ A K B RRARLIE AL ZE R P, IR D2l T B
RARMATHRICET, FECE B RTIENE . W SRR R S A 52 BR,  XE DU 2 2 oot Pl /iR s 53
— 7, PR A TR mPUR T SR R MR B R A R B A AL . R R A OV R E R
KX A BCRK VR, RS ORISR E RGBT fh R b i B R
RAR ZVRRIC) A 7 EE AR . [RIIN, B i 938 06 oK B R vy, DO B 1 SR K S5 € it 1
AfREY], EE AR BRBE =, H120 7 8RR 2]. HAh, RRECE R BN TR
ARG BER R G B RIS, A SEBL R R I A, (HELA M5 P RE TR AL
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Ho T, KRBTGS 15 M AR IRFNG, RGVFOHAEY AR SUBEA RE J1 S SO G i 4R
b, S ARSCNE D W SRR IR ORI, SR SR R AL AT SR VPO, TRiksR Gt kL, B NI
TR 7 2 PUFT A RE B SR O R SR, 5 I P SRR A A

2. MRISHE
2.1. KIgHRL

RIGM RN 15 G BN 513 FKFH R SR (G5 8 AF1-AF15), DA 3 HE TR SRR B 958 s iR
(CK).

2.2. IR HbBENR

RIS TR =TT B M X AR 37 (1IA] b B A RO R A BR A R L (R ZE 109729'~109734", b
25 18°14'~18°19)JF g o Z X IUB AT = XA, A miR, KE LA, TR 25.4°C, FHREKE 1250
mm, Y 350d LLE, REGIA(2023 4F 11 H~2024 4E 4 H), FEHECE 56 3% 0 S HK 8, AT 1%
B oK AR A A B K o L 75 1 . et ISR ARG 21438, 0~20 em -2 pH {H 5.8, AW & & 22.5
g/kg, BHAR% 105.0 mg/kg, EAME 28.6 mg/kg, A 128.4 mg/kg, HIEAE 1S w EHIA.

2.3, R

R K BENLIX Hit, 3 ERE, WMXHEMA 15m?> 3 m x 5Sm), HITHEN0.25m x 0.4 m, FhEZ
& 6667 PR/667m?. FEFHETAIA 2023 4F 11 H 10 H, AT, &2 kL, RAKIE &G, B
Jo )T R T . A G HLAE 3000 kg/667m? + EAAEN:P:K = 15:15:15) 50 kg/667m?, KWW\ 137
IBHJRFE 25 kg/667m?, N LBIARE, AMERMEZAFIPEH RE, SORBUEmeR B o8 % e e ik .

24. MEIBIRSTTE

1) AEVEPER: BRI X BENLIEE S R, W08 bk i (M 2 2 MRl Tt 2 B o B, ke LA/ T 225
em NNEM B B E, HWFDERB(EZ: HRM <30°; FRE: 30°< iR <45 Mk ot
Jeff > 45°), AR,

2) YUY LA TR s R )R S mIUREVE, B AUE 10 Ak, $RERIR S bR AE(0 2. TG
PPEs 12 JRBEMEIA <5%; 3 94 5%< JRBEMIAN<15%; 5 %H: 15%< JRBEMA <30%; 7 : 30%<
TBEIA <50%; 9 Z: JRBETHA >50%)IC%Im MK, THEMIGTRE: WiIETRE = ORBREL < XTRH
G)ICAE SREL < R ) < 100,

3) B EFAHICHEbR: B RE /N X BEHLIEEL 10 BRAFRL, BRGS0 40 B, HLIKE ZI5(GB
5009.5-2016)ME R B H & &, 4 IR E BN, MRS ER 3 KECFME: R &R A
ik E BE R . AERYE,

2.5. BIRSTE

K H] SPSS 26.0 AT BEATBAR B H 04T . R Pearson XUASEAH I 0T B - FE AR I AR S 1k, SRR
HRLAE[6] 5K B[ 77 SR RBUE, IR T Tk fabn 5 1ok ai A R B R IEARDS, R A
U(x) = (x — x_min)/(x_max — x_min) (x NFFRMEM, x min. x_max 2 HNFTE FRZ IR bR/ ME .
KAH); B AT RE(C VIS ST RE, BE = FEA8 CV/ITHTERS CV 2Rl A REREE =2
(RARPR SRR BB < XNALE), RIELESE AT MRS PR
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3. ZRE S
3.1. SRMREVFEER I

15 AP F KA T SR BRI AP IR AR R E R (R 1)e Bk o S S5 e Hh [ DXy ik e
R, PR 205.8~251.2 cm, “PHI{E 223.6 cm, A 10 3R (9R 5 AF1. AF3. AF4. AF6. AF7.
AF9. AF10. AF11. AF13. AF14)fF &8k <225 cm bpifk; RRELGTH, SEEHRTY 5 63(AF2. AF4. AF7.
AF10. AF13)., 5%/ 6 3(AF1. AF3. AF6. AF9. AF11. AF14). A/ 4 43 (AF5. AF8. AF12.
AF15); FEALETEH] 78.9~108.5 cm, “FIH 88.4 cm; LK 104~116d, “FIME 109d, HXTHR107 d)%=
RN CREHRE <225 om ARG REMRALRIESRHE, CREE 10 R0 SE NG B20FA

Table 1. Maize germplasm biological traits

TR BHIR SRIR FREE  JERRECem) #HElem)  BEf(em) R LEHH@

AF1 GY201 pIE:] E: 190 2185 92 B 95
AF2 GY203 hngh B 180 232.1 86 Bz 97
AF3 SAQI1 E/S B 185 205.8 80 FE 113
AF4 SAQI2 ZEl3 B 192 223.4 99 K 119
AFS5 SAQ17 EIS B 200 245.6 101 VNG 118
AF6 SAQ22 2 T 190 212.7 95 F KB 116
AF7 K82 el 7 135 220.3 52 B 110
AF8 ZM33 AEATE B 190 238.9 88 LV 110
AF9 ZM69 A A 1 175 208.6 81 e 108
AF10 ZY6 LT B 180 225 86 f s 108
AF11 ZMQ102 A =| 195 215.9 89 P i 110
AF12 SAQ28 EIS S| 205 251.2 88 Pt 109
AF13 ZMQ203 A =] 200 210.4 95 B 112
AF14 ZMQ421  EEATE S| 195 222.8 90 J B 110
AF15 ZMQ336  EHEAT = 205 235.7 98 Fatl 108
AF16 ¥B 58 Xt HE(CK) b 246 216.3 91 ek 117

3.2. SMBERHERES

YU RS ERGE 2), SHAMETHZER .. mPORTERREL <20)F 5 6 17(AF1. AF3. AF4.
AF7. AF10. AF13), itk 40%; "Hi(20< WifhiE%l <40)5 3 (AF2. AF6. AF9. AF14. CK); /#J5(40
< WTETREL <60)3 f3(AF5. AF11. AF15), m/&0RtETE% >60)2 13 (AF8. AF12). &G LR
AR, DL R N0, IREE 6 A mPUR B AT AR AR VPN
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Table 2. Six high rust-resistant maize germplasm

2. ANHEIMBEREERER

B S W R TES E/RERE i1
AF1 1 11.2 =R
AF3 1 9.8 S
AF4 1 13.6 =7
AF7 1 10.5 S
AF10 1 15.4 =R
AF13 1 8.6 S

3.3. SIRMRERRBEXERIH

6 rEPIMER 4 DUEA AR E THRGEE 3). EERSEEE 10.75%~12.96%, “F¥HHE
11.89%; tHE H 10.98%~13.21%, FIJ1E 12.12%; R 0.28%~0.39%, “F151H 0.33%; W& R 0.08%~0.15%,
FHEIME 0.12%. HA AF13 B Iifabr & m, AF4 ¥, £ 6 AR N REMEIREAEEZR, BA&
prive i

Table 3. Protein content of xix maize germplasm

3. AMERMRBENERRSE

MRS BEAREE®%) HEASE%) HEREE (%) BERTE%)
AF1 11.62 11.86 0.32 0.11
AF3 12.35 12.53 0.35 0.13
AF4 10.75 10.98 0.28 0.08
AF7 12.68 12.89 0.37 0.14
AF10 11.02 11.24 0.30 0.09
AF13 12.96 13.21 0.39 0.15
CK (X8 958) 10.34 10.56 0.26 0.07

3.4. BIEHREEXMES T

BT B oK B 1Y) Pearson FHOGHE TR BICE 4), EAR &= 5MHE A S &2 EMEZ EH K (r=0.992"),
HE R (r=0.975"). BEIR(r=0.968")tH 2R E IFAHK; HEASTESHERE=0.963"). CZR(T
=0.957"W R IEMI O BEIR S 2R AT 2 IEAH 2 (r=0.981"), Wil R Fa b la) P [ 38 78 F7 K.
PR, bk SRR AR R E IEA R (e = 0.901%), SHEHIETT B, WSS E AR
MKARFRITE R FEA, R EPUBRR T ] R R TR . EIREE FoNZE A P AR T i SR Ak
W, EREARSE. HEASTE. HERSE. OARSE. e, WIEEL 6 Tt 54:

SR
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Table 4. Correlation analysis for African maize germplasm

F 4. BN ERFRIEREE R E S

R BEORESE HEASE BHERSE GERSE e Wt Fa
HARSE 1
MEAESE 0.992"* 1
R A 0.975* 0.963* 1
BER TR 0.968" 0.957" 0.981" 1
Mg 0.125 0.118 0.103 0.097 1
AR -0.086 -0.079 —0.065 -0.058 -0.132 1

e TERIRAE 0.01 AKCF B R K

3.5. BT RERBZNEATMN

IEHL 6 W% OARAR BT SR GV, Jeit RS TRFR B R AUE, s 7 R E R E (L 5). HR
A, ERSERR R KN(Q21.36%), BERE(26.72%); IHTETREE R AR /N12.58%), FUE K
K(15.74%) . ZEFIBABUETEZ N: AF13 (0.968) > AF7 (0.892) > AF3 (0.765) > AF1 (0.482) > AF10
(0.215) > AF4 (0.000). HH AF13 ZRE155 e, & 4RbnsRE MAUEIIME 0.95 L E, RILEIL; AF7 4%
13493 0.765, fh T ARR I
Uf, PR A P RGRIEREE 0.98). 456 R CIEss B, w&HE AF3. AF7. AF13 NZGE RIS
IR 51 3E F KT

E1557 0.892, {UbkETabr B AR K(0.82), BAARILR; AF3

Table 5. Membership function analysis for six maize germplasm

=5 AR ERZRRBRE SN

Ga

EAPR HMHEAR BEREK QEARS HRRE AHEEECE

SaRRE

FRES  mmmE BN RENE RESE 0 SNE O BENE  mEE 00
AF1 0.38 0.39 0.36 0.43 0.65 0.72 0.482 4
AF3 0.79 0.70 0.64 0.71 0.98 0.85 0.765 3
AF4 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.42 0.68 0.000 6
AF7 0.97 0.86 0.82 0.86 0.82 0.83 0.892 2
AF10 0.15 0.12 0.18 0.14 0.35 0.56 0.215 5
AF13 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.95 0.90 0.968 1
LR RE(%)  16.82 15.97 18.65 21.36 14.23 12.58 - -
L (%) 18.71 17.76 20.74 26.72 15.83 15.74 - -
4. g

TR IR R &

—HIEME, 45

PP WAL SRR PUs e f s bR, SRR R BRIE R 2 R R NSt
BE P BESKIE M, T 2N T TR IR E[6] [7]. ABFASISCRTT %, FIA
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AR5 RBOME SRR, S T AEAURA M AN, SEZR A VRIS RE . 4R EIR, AF13. AF7.
AF3 ZRERIMTE, FREPUEN . MFEA LR RAASIER, SIEM IR ISR, 55 R
FEUERIRF . 7 AT LARR IR T 225 em ONTfIE H bR, 52480 SRR E AT A — 3. EIEFAER
T8, PR BEAL /R IR 380K 99% UL E, N AR FHR M AT FEVE (8] br2 SEREFT LA M A A 2
ANIRACFIAE 4500 #R/H LR IREF 636 kg VAL &, UE W@ FE R = T OB 5 427781 &5 & AHIE
FORGHIEAT 2, ATt P REBAT. TE . U0 PURSELRETEIR, ms i | Mg g pi 2kt .

HASRPE TR, 5 UM SCHR b 1) MR 35 IEAH G, Ud W I L i a4 vet 2 11 i 5 B0 5 AT R 2D 30
BEARR . CRRELFRIEREE, X5 S ARSI SR RS R —8(9], NmE
HEKRE MR M 7 RLIRE T aE. tEAh, HUEEHTES Mbetr R MR, KU SCHHEA I 505
PERBI PRI R, SRA 1 00 Pl I 55 e ot AR SR K SRR [10]

RT3 UM, AN T E N S PR B A TOKR R R A, EEAEARESKX
WG R E . 7B KA e — PR, SRS AR 2 s, DE R S E R LI
At A R AR PR (BRI DR AT 4 T PEVRIRET4E), SEEPHINAR, RN AT RS E R SERR, 20057 2R
BRE -

5. &t

AHFFENT 15 B AR DN 51 3 FORFP AT RGN, i A 2= R L U I 1 A B SR DS TR AR I
SEA RO 3 BT RO S & BR H05 (3 e R B e AL 255 ik, R BLU R SR 1) TRkt 6 e Btk <
225cm. R/ ERERA K S PUA R 2) SO CIR bR 2R EADE, SRS,
TREM; 3) SAEFBREEHLRT 3 AN AF3 (SAQ11). AF7(K82). AF13(ZMQ203), A[{EN
MR BRI F K BT SRR RS B I LE 1AL R A AR K

ELmEB
AT FE A 5 T AR 3R I H (232490422A) B B
SE 3K
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