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Abstract

The “three rural issues” (agriculture, rural areas, and farmers) represent a fundamental concern for
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national welfare and people’s livelihoods, and have remained a strategic priority in national develop-
ment. Increasing farmers’ income is the key to addressing these challenges. Against this backdrop,
optimizing the agricultural industrial structure, as a central theme of the rural revitalization strategy,
holds significant importance for promoting farmers’ income growth. Based on China’s total output
value of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, and fisheries from 2020 to 2024, along with the total
increase in residents’ income from 2022 to 2024, this study examines the impact mechanism of agri-
cultural industrial structural changes on farmers’ income growth. The findings indicate a significant
positive correlation between the growth of total agricultural output value and farmers’ income growth.
Changes within the agricultural sector’s internal structure, particularly structural adjustments in
agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, and fisheries, significantly influence farmer income levels.
While agricultural output growth positively correlates with farmer income, different sectors contrib-
ute differently to income growth. Drawing on these findings, the study proposes policy recommenda-
tions: further optimization of the agricultural industrial structure, strengthening the development of
distinctive and advantageous industries, and improving agricultural industrial and value chains to
provide institutional safeguards for sustained farmer income growth. Moving forward, China’s agri-
culture must further advance industrial restructuring, technological innovation, and green develop-
ment to achieve high-quality and sustainable development.
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Figure 1. Agricultural industrial structure and residents’ income data
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