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Abstract

Against the macro backdrop of the comprehensive advancement of the rural revitalization strategy,
the rural collective economy acts as a critical link connecting downward allocation of state resources
and the exertion of farmers’ subjectivity. Its developmental logic and path selection have become a
focal point of shared concern among theoretical and practical circles. Based on the policy of “consoli-
dating and improving the basic rural operation system”, this paper systematically sorts out the theo-
retical evolution of rural collective economic organizations in terms of property right structure, gov-
ernance mechanism and distribution model. Drawing on the analytical frameworks of Marxist coop-
erative economic theory and new institutional economics, it thoroughly elaborates the inherent func-
tions of the rural collective economy in activating the factor market and facilitating the organic inte-
gration of small-scale farmers with modern agriculture. The study reveals that the development of the
current rural collective economy is still confronted with practical dilemmas including the virtualiza-
tion of rights and functions over collective assets, a shortage of management talents, inadequate in-
centive mechanisms, and insufficient coordination of external policies. These obstacles significantly
restrain the scale effect and endogenous growth momentum of the collective economy. Accordingly,
this paper proposes optimization approaches from three dimensions: institutional innovation, organ-
izational restructuring and policy coordination. To be specific, it advocates exploring the reform of
the shareholding cooperative system under the premise of adhering to collective ownership and im-
proving a governance system featuring the separation of administrative and economic functions; em-
powering the management and operation of collective assets via digital technology to boost the effi-
ciency of resource allocation; and strengthening systematic supporting fiscal, taxation, financial and
land policies to foster an institutional environment conducive to the sustainable development of the
collective economy. This research concludes that only by integrating theoretical awareness with local
practical innovation can we preserve and increase the value of collective assets while effectively giv-
ing full play to the fundamental role of the rural collective economy in advancing comprehensive rural
revitalization.
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