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Abstract
Objective: This study examines benefit-linkage relationships among leading agribusinesses, farmers’
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cooperatives, village collectives and farm households in Linyi’s specialty fruit and vegetable indus-
try, with particular attention to value creation, distribution, organizational coordination and risk
sharing. Methods: The analysis covers major specialty clusters including Lanling vegetables, Yinan
cucumbers, Mengyin peaches and Hedong strawberries. Literature review, policy-text analysis, of-
ficial statistics and comparative case analysis are combined with perspectives from value-chain
governance and new institutional economics. An analytical framework is constructed around value
creation, transaction costs, contractual arrangements, benefit distribution and risk allocation. Re-
sults: Linyi has developed diversified linkage forms, including contract purchasing, service-based
linkage, shareholding cooperation, industrial consortiums and brand/channel sharing. However,
these arrangements differ in their capacity to stabilize farm income, transmit downstream value
added, reduce transaction costs and constrain opportunistic behavior. Conclusions: No single link-
age model is optimal for all products and actors. Mixed pricing, multi-level organization, insurance,
performance guarantees and digital settlement should be selected according to product perishabil-
ity, market volatility, operating scale, governance capacity and data conditions. The key is to bal-
ance income stability for smallholders with market incentives and organizational sustainability.
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