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Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to develop a hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)-targeted exosome system
loaded with 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) and to evaluate its therapeutic efficacy and safety. Methods: Glypi-
can-3 (GPC3)-specific single-chain variable fragment (scFv) was incorporated onto the exosome
membrane via lentiviral transfection to generate GPC3-targeted exosomes (GPC3-Exo). The target-
ing ability of GPC3-Exo toward HCC cells was assessed using in vitro cellular uptake assays. 5-FU was
loaded into GPC3-Exo by ultrasonic treatment to prepare the drug-loaded exosomes (GPC3-Exo-5FU).
Cytotoxicity assays were performed to evaluate the anti-tumor activity of GPC3-Exo-5FU against
HCC cells in vitro. Finally, a subcutaneous HCC xenograft nude mouse model was established to as-
sess the in vivo therapeutic efficacy and safety of GPC3-Exo-5FU. Results: GPC3-Exo was successfully
constructed and demonstrated efficient targeting toward HCC cells in various in vitro models. Fol-
lowing ultrasonic drug loading, GPC3-Exo-5FU was obtained with a drug-loading efficiency of 4.96%
* 0.26%. In vitro cytotoxicity assays confirmed that GPC3-Exo-5FU significantly inhibited the viabil-
ity of HCC cells. In vivo studies using HCC-bearing nude mice showed that GPC3-Exo-5FU effectively
suppressed tumor growth, with superior anti-tumor efficacy and safety compared to free 5-FU. Con-
clusion: This study successfully established a 5-FU-loaded, HCC-targeted exosome delivery system
that demonstrated promising therapeutic potential and safety in the treatment of hepatocellular
carcinoma.
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1. 5|8

5 R JH e A B LRSI 2 —, RO A R R B P A SR R N, SRR A E B =[],
JH- 4 i (Hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC) 2 J5 & M i 5 i DL (093 B 22 28 8, o5 A 8000 491 1) 75%~85% [2]
HCC &R Fa ks, FIAREIRAN R, 2808 E FEVIR A2 INE 2 4T i R B, 697 T75A R3],
e HCC BB A A R, 5 AFAEAF AN 22% [4], SE U3 HCC ¥R )7 SRS i K

SR EE (5-fluoroufacil, 5-FU) A #0481 52 & 30T 254, @i ) i B iR & hllg, 41
DNA J RNA W& R, REPUMIBEIERS], 7E9 B T AR V1B HCC —43h97([6]. 1H 5-
FU S MogRe s v, EDLEEMRAL B, SBURIKRIT %2, BE5I Wt IG5 Bk, B i s
ANRIBI[7] [8], A WERE 5-FU Mg e e 61k 5ug,  DAGEm 257 S0F iz s mIEH .

A1 (Exosomes) & —F ELAE 30 nm~150 nm [ R SR F2IL, J& T 40 i 41 FEifd (Extracellular vesicles, EVs)
P—FERE, BT LT IrA R R ARG s, T AR T LT R SRR AR 2, 7R MR E TR
RAEELAE 9] SN A LIRSS 53— J2 60 ] (1) 56 7K 1 A8 2 T] W] 4857 KBk H SR AR 4 L A s o
T IR VRN TR [10], BB 12 R R REH 2 M E A EY, nlisREaEX
1% CD9. CD63. CD81 45 11], AJ I AR 15 52 A 41 i A A A VR FH 815 0400 Al 1 A 3 A s 3 12
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VENRIRTEN, HMIMAEA R AR A I SRR B0 K e SR, B\ BRAE ) 24 ik ik
BAAR[13], AHF T iy 25 s I, AIAAAT 75 B ) e A A2 ) IR R [ 141 o A Ak 27 5 ik Bl R T AR 792,
AN TBEATABMG, TR AMBARR THER 0 I FOAk, G 5RAMIAMATIR 7 3L [ 8 L BE 77, SEIL R )
ZiiEik[15]. 41 Wang 251614451 HER2 ) scFv Hiifk ML39 B AE SN AA L T, SE3L 1% HER2 P
FRJEE 1) mRNA 45 57 3635

T MR Tk AL 25 11 SR M3 (Glypican-3, GPC3)/& —Fh 70 kDa [¥1E5 I 2R 11, 38 ik 5 0 S 0 AR I AU LI 4l s &5
HIEMMIERT[17]. GPC3 EMRNIEH AMRA LA PRRIATA KL, HEZH HCC HafERiE, @il
BOE 2 FEIENS S, W Wnt. Hh. FGF & HGF %%, 735 HCC 40 (3858 . ¥/ X ki, #2755 GPC3
AL AR HCC 12 Wit s S bR 4, /2 HCC ¥RYT 1 EE ZE RS f 2 —[18]. H AT OV 2 Tk 5t GPC3
() HCC J732:40 T IR A B By, B 2L CTO11 5 &b IE RIS AT, (HmFI I HCC B 3K18
7L E TR AEAE[19]: 24 4 HCC BE B2 U L 2 4010 C-CARO31 J6IT, 22 4497 R n] B2 32 P45 1)
BFE T, 90.9% 5 W FIIF N LTI S/N, BEVF 9.03 AN H I, Fifh s AL A7 0 11.14 4~ A 201,

AW FEAYUR A HEK-293 20 fa SRR 1 A b, JliE BN TARE D7 VR AT RIEMEME, fH /MR AR R IEHT
GPC3 ] scFv fiifk, 3 HCC ¥E A 4N A (GPC3-Exo), i £ #k HCC K dF HCC 40 ig#R 7t H HCC #E[1fE
Ho RJTHFE I, FAMBETE 5-FU, 794 5-FU i) HCC 4 [/ 4N 44 (GPC3-Exo-5FU), {#ifl HCC
YA, PRITHNS HCC 4uME a4t . f)5, HE HCC K TP s AL, RFkkes T #2550
i, RFEHARN BT HCC J7 3k e &tk .

2. #8
2.1. FEHRSRHF

DMEM #5775 (i B AR I H IR A7) RPMI-1640 35780k, H & R/ % R BCA HH
WL RN S CE AR (R B A R A R]): JREIMLIE. CellCounting-Lite 4HJ I /1y i 77 &
(PR ME AR I AR AR BUREELE . R 4 FE 10000 EigRh T A B 0 A IR A F)s
HPl CD63. #udt CD81 HifA(Cell Signaling Technology); #tfit GPC3. %yt GAPDH. i Ki67. fi
Cleaved Caspase 3+ HRP Bits Ll E T [gG (RN = JE AV H ARG IR AF]); ECL 4h 2% kG BUR (7 &
(Thermo Fisher Scientific); H&E 4051, DAB & AR ZEL4E /R AR F B R A A,

2.2. FENEE

Zetasizer Pro 48KHL B 43 #11X (Malvern Panalytical); HT7700 i 5} H 7 & /%% (Hitachi); SpectraMax M3
LSS U 2% (Molecular Devices); Agilent 1100 1=y 808 AH (43 R St (Agilent); TBA-40FR 4 H 3 4E L5 Hir
{X(Toshiba); BC-5000 Vet 4= H s Ifil 7 41 1 73 #7{X (Mindray Animal).

23, LW SRS E

NFEVIRAIM LX-2. AFFE40AE Hep3B. A FFRE4HHE Huh7. ABEAG 'S 400 HEK-293. ARG 41
Ml HEK-293T (eGP FRAEMRHE AR A A, NBHEREFBAMM A375. NHE41H HepG2 (F3 R}
EAMFHARAR)EFE T DMEM iy, AdE/hdtiffiif@an i H1568 $59% T RPMI-1640 £537kk
P, BEFRERANIN 10% 064 95 & 1% 5 B /MR %, B THERRIREN 37C, 5% CO Kiit.

2.4. LR

SFP 2 Nu/Nu 4 B (P9 )1 438 R e S50 sh P AR IR A 7)), MEYE, 4-6 RS, Y ATHIES : SCXK()11)2023-
0040, AHFFC RGP ARF NS ELJFE I, ZhP) 2502 A B 25 FF K22 SE 50 sh e #E 23 R 2 kv
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3. Bk
3.1. {mpaEE

7E GPC3 HSLFEPUIR scFv FBUTHI2111 5 umi%Ede gk leader {55 KK His baZEITHI, 3 uidds
PDGFR [ 45 1, 48 A8 22844 FURE pLenti-CMV-GFP-Blast, 4 18% % 214 pLenti-GPC3Exo, #!
IF1) o 7 51) 435 46 ] 45 D T leader-His F725-GPC3 scFv-PDGFR [ 45 My I8-GFP, /£ 15 J5 45 4358 12 45 5 ik
VEF R 0] [ B A 3 48 e T A PR R 1

TG R U B4, pLenti-GPC3Exo 5187 8 (2% iU ki psPAX2 J2 pMD2.G LA 1.5 pg:1 pug:0.5 pg Lt
i, @it Lipofectamine 3000 #% 4 HEK-293T 41, }%9% 48 h JGWiE S8 d ks 7% ik .

HEK-293 50T 6 FLARN, BB S 70%, MR E K 10 pg/mL ] Polybrene #4% 24 h,
TR FE L AR LR IR 24 0 5, RS FRIEEAINN 10 pg/mL [ Blasticidin S, 4k£:8:3% 7d, ik fagn i
% GE-293.

3.2. Shabikshit

GE-293 MR IR T 10% /MR IMTE & 1% % /85 % 1) DMEM 553858, JoaM A ILiE
SR ITIE22], B 0VE, BL4°C, 100,000 xg 251 ES 0 18 h il % . 4% IR 48 h JE U BERE IF
B3, AEH R AU, 5577 FIETE 4°CTF 300xg 250 10 min, 2000xg .0 10 min. 10,000xg
B0 30 min, HU_E7E DL 0.45 um SFLIEMEEE, NN 8% PEG10000 % 0.5 M S fb4H, 780851, 4CULHE
%, JEAE 4°CR 16,000xg #0» 60 min, 7 _iF, L PBS R E ST, 15 LFEIIMNEAK GPC3-Exo,
20 CIRAF#%H -

3.3. SMMARIRAE
3.3.1. ShiMERIIESRIAE

& R FE MR (1 mg/mL, DUS R A ETH) 100 L B TFE i, DLPBS #FEE 1 mL, f#
H Zetasizer Pro il i€ AN AR AE 5 o

3.3.2. S ATESRIRAE

IRANIAATE W 10 pL I F4IR _E, =R 10 min, /NCoWkZ: 2 A0, B FAR RN 10 uL
2%ME R AVE A G 0, FIRGA 2 min, PNOREZ RO, FRTE, FNE TENBFRMET,
80 kV Kl ik o

3.3.3. S AR BAREIRIE

GPC3-Exo #Milb A GE-293 41 L RIPA ZLfRAAE, A BCA & FAR I Bl Gk s 8 ok i
R E A . 5 SDS-PAGE Loading Buffer {8 /& 100°CN#% 5 min VEMEF, IKIBAHEFIREE
FIEGL, 10% SDS-PAGE BERMMAE K. HUKES WS, 100 mA TEFBEFEIE 1.5h, HEAHE# 2 PVDF
fEE. RIEEMREAS TR, TEXMER PVDF K, DL 5% BSA =iRE M 1.5 h, IHFS5HXMN—H
(CD81. CD63. GAPDH. His)ft 4°C FiFEid&. K HLL TBST ¥ 3 X, f-S5BEbr s e Ly §
2h, TBST ¥/ 3 K, AN ECL RIGHE (M, (L RICHIE RGP RIR S 5 IR 5%,

3.4.5-FU £ 5H 5L

1 mg/mL ZMAMATE TR S 1 mg/mL 5-FU ¥ 5 mL V5], AR A, @AIHR 150 W,
FALEE 30s, HiF 60s, HE 6K[23], AFEUKE. BAELBE NG, HWRET 37°CH4ALME L h {2k
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WMARBAE SR . SNBSS N 100 kDa MWCO BEJEES DN, 25°C, 4000xg &0 30 min, Z:FRIFE 5-
FU, UL PBS HEE& NI, 5E24MEA GPC3-Exo-5FU, 73, RA7T—20C#&H.

2RI I =GR ORI, BB SRV R 100 pL, INSEARF RIPA AR 30 min,
I 1 mL L2 B8/ TN BE(85:15, VIV) ARG, #WIERE Y 5Smin, J54°C, 16,000xg B5.C» 10 min, W b
EEHUAH 900 uL, AR SIM T, FREYILL 100 pL PBS HHHIAM, w0 ik 3bRaR . (Al
. kA, Waters Atlantis T3 (4.6 x 150 mm, 3 um); i8I A, 0.1%FERKER(V/V); st B, HEE;
WMENFHARE, 0.8 mL/min; PEMiFE, 0~2 min, 10% B, 2~2.1 min, 10%~40% B, 2.1~5 min, 40% B,
5~5.1min, 40%~10%B, 5.1~12min, 10% B; VWD Kl 8%, 265nm, ¥, 35°C; &R, 20 ul.

[ it & AN 5-FU 1. 104 204 50+ 75+ 100 pg/mL §) R FIMBARIER, FZEDE, DL T i i A 0
5-FU W bRt fh 4, F T it BRE S o 5-FU WK%, GPC3-Exo-5FU #5245 %+ 5590

Loading capacity (%) = % %100
E

Hrp Wp BRI IMNBAFR 5-FU &8, Wi RpREZINBRF IR RS S CLAMBR S & EIRE T,
3.5. {ApmIENSELE

ZHMILL 2 x 10/mL BT 12 LI, 4L 1 mL, B9 . WEF 1 mg/mL FIAMBALL 5 uM DIiD
Bebbric 30 min, 100 kDa MWCO B JEE O 25°C, 4000xg 250 30 min, ZFRIHF R U4kE. 10 pL Fric4h
WASYI IR E 4 h, PBS Pk 2 vk, BREGH RGN, A0 ACR 40 DiD 2650 .

3.6. ‘RpRIMTE SIS

AL 1 x 10%mL 25 B4 T 96 LM, F4L 100 pL, 5371378 . LA PBS # GPC3-Exo-5FU ke
5-FU ¥ 50 pg/mL, AN 1 L _EiR GPC3-Exo-5FU 7R, [AII ¥ & M [ 5-FU 4ALFET 5-
FU #41. {XLL PBS AbEE2S (AN HRAE JAN S B R B b4, A% 6 NEFL, WE 3d, BHIER
CellCounting-Lite 4 i ksl i8] & vi B Foker U &5 2L 40 i 70, FF4% IR DL A ok S 4t ) 26«

Inhibition Rate(%) = Mx 100
[Lc _LB]
Horp Lo BoRsesb LA Ao . B 9R 5. 29Mia M CCL RN MEN IR ; L Fonxd IRFL(A4IM. B5 9 3E K
CCL ], AEGYNEIIREE: Ly ZnRIEFL(EE 7. CCL R, A S g L2k .

3.7. HCC 2R &8

b0 B A KT HepG2 4/fLLL DMEM 597 MR 2 3 x 107/mL, SEABIE RIS, R4
MR A M2 200 Lo #2570 14d 5, BREIZ-PIRARFBENL /> v =41 PBS 41, 5-FU 41 % GPC3-
Exo-5FU 41, &2 5 R, BRI EIEu T

Tumer Volume(mmS) =0.5xaxb’

Ha AEKAR, b NIREER.

S HIE N 0d, B 0d &40 RFFIkiEL R E KL T PBS. 5-FU & GPC3-Exo-5FU, 4%l
PL 5-FU it 30 mg/kg, 23254687 10 mikg, 3 HAZ—R, L4255 k.

PN, 2 HA0 S RARE AR 15 d 45424, 16 d IR UM AR ERE M, 02 iF S
Uife b dabr ALT. AST. CREA. UREA KAM&E B4 s . BUMREH L, FREFFMIILR, MIrAH
- f} 41 (Hematoxylin-Eosin Staining, H&E) %% & i Wl i 783 20 235K JE 4% 0, DL 4 g% 40 234 % 4 (1
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(Immunohistochemistry, IHC)&: 983 221 A Ki67 K Cleaved Caspase 3 FRik/KF-, I FENF 23 H&E J¢
B, VPGSR B .

3.8. H&E 3tfa

BB IR AL 10% ST TE 2 - BA 50% 70%- 85%- 95%- 100%1/% Z MK 1h, FELLE
IK R ZE(1:1)3RE 20 min, - ZIEAL 10 min 2 K. AEEEHE, V) Sum #EA. VI 65CREF 1h,
DL 2R MRS 2 V0, % 10 min, FELL 100%-. 95%. 85%- 70%HH/E Z.BE 4% /K4k 5 min, Z4B/KM % 5 min.
PLIRAKE R g th S min, LA 1% CRE D, 0.6% 20K IR, fa A QL 4 5 2 min. Jeth
GERGE, WRIRLL 75%- 85% M To/K LEEG K 5 min, —H#EL 2 K, &K 10min, YIH TS, Pk
WIS, BT B

3.9.IHC

IR e 65°CHE ) 1 h Ja A Wil 2 /K, % 10 min, FFEL 100%. 95%. 85%. 70%HEE &
B % 7KAL 5 min, ZEMRZKISE S mine IIAPUREEW, 100°CEE 15 min, WEIZEER, PBS Wk, LL3%
AR A 30 min DARHWT IR M A AL BE, PBS PSR LA 5% BSA = ] 30 min, JIA—HT
(Ki67 Cleaved Caspase 3), 4’ CHF Hid & . X HEH Y/, BL PBS IR¥E, MMABEF: —3t, iR F 60 min,
PBS k. MA DAB RO E, Uk BIERCOE UREZERKZ RO, 55, KIKEL
75%- 85% M oK CBEML/K 5 min, “HIZRIEN 2 K, BIR 10 min, YIATHRE, DUbEMRE F, Bl
B R EEER.

3.10. GiitFE o

SEIS R GraphPad Prism 10.2.2 #4740 87, WHALEHE R LLECR A ¢ A5, 2 20 258 1A LL R A
One-Way ANOVA 73 #t, BE4E LA (Mean + SEM)JEIR T, P<0.05 BBt ER.

4, R
4.1. GPC3-Exo 5§ GPC3-Exo-5FU #9%& & FR1E

HMMARRAEZRANE 1 &4 1 B, @ IE s, WEE] GPC3-Exo 5 I A — () [1] Fé f) - 3R T
Shik, S ALEERE A 5-FU ] GPC3-Exo-5FU JEZ&S AR KA RS (E 1(A)). @it shaS A E R gl =
ANIMERLAE KN, 455 7R GPC3-Exo 5 GPC3-Exo-5FU Pk 20 5 9(151.6 + 3.2) nm J%2(191.8 + 8.3)
nm (& 1(B). % 1), GPC3-Exo-5FU K2 E K, AIAER M T 5-FU BN SMB AR AT F 80 @it G
EICSEns, R (I bn B, SRR, SNBARFHERMEE [ CD63 K& CD8I 7E GPC3-Exo H &%
ik, BIPEHEE GAPDH £ GPC3-Exo 1)L AR WKL, HAE GPC3-Exo Wil 3] | His #3425 F51C 1) GPC3
scFv PR (& 1(C)), F W GPC3 ¥ ik s oh 3 4 3] GPC3-Exo . B R (i3 46:, GPC3-Exo-
SFU #2455 M(4.96 + 0.26)%.

Table 1. Particle size of GPC3-Exo and GPC3-Ex0-5FU (n =3, *: P <0.05)
%% 1. GPC3-Exo 5 GPC3-Exo-5FU HIfI{R(n =3, *: P < 0.05)

P fb S HA TR 154 4% (nm)
GPC3-Exo PBS 2 151.6 £3.2
GPC3-Exo0-5FU PBS 2 191.8 + 8.3
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Figure 1. Characterization of GPC3-Exo and GPC3-Exo-5FU
[ 1. GPC3-Exo K& GPC3-Exo-5FU FAE

4.2. GPC3-Exo 5 GPC3-Exo-5FU fE&5MNE HCC 4Hpa

A C
HepG2
250001 ns
HepG2 Huh7 Hep3B LX-2 H1568 A375
— 70 kDa 200004
GPC3 _—
—55kDa  _ 15000
— 55 kDa LEL
B-actin | SE— [ —— - 10000+
— 40 kDa 50004
0
i
&S
& F
B QO
250009 [ Huh7
250001 ns
20000+
200004
_ 15000+
Lo _ 150004
e — z
100007 10000
5000+ 5000+
0- 0-
Q&@é\ F S A
ETTRE V¥ SRS
& &

Figure 2. GPC3-Exo and GPC3-Exo0-5FU targeting HCC cells in vitro (***: P < 0.001, ns: no
significant difference)

2.GPC3-Exo 5 GPC3-Exo-5FU 7E{ASMNR[E HCC 4AAE (***: P<0.001, ns: TEEER)
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P8 2.7.3 R ENACS286 77325, A HepG2. Huh7. Hep3B. LX-2. H1568. A375 #Hffift) GPC3 %
LK, 53R 2(A)FR, GPC3 7E HCC 4iifl & HepG2. Huh7 i3RIk, % 2.9 7%, Ll DIiD
Jukbrid GPC3-Exo, 5 FR4HMERILIFE 4 h, NI R PR GHmE, 45 R KM HepG2 /& Huh?
- 35 5 S DR FE 2 e T AR A R, 5 GPC3 RIA /KAl 25 AR &, 2 B GPC3-Exo g # 7 GPC3,
LN HCC A e mI (] 2(B)). %88 2.9 5%, L DID 44klbrid GPC3-Exo J GPC3-Exo-5FU, 41
715 HepG2 M Huh7 20 RILHEE 4 h, 401520582, 458K GPC3-Exo 5 GPC3-Exo0-5FU
HAP T e %A B 2Z 7 2(0), RPLHFH G, GPC3-Exo-5FU i HCC 4 i ¥ 7] B
FEANE,

4.3. GPC3-Exo-5FU fE{&SMIGI HCC ARR7ED

w3 AR, GPC3-Exo-5FU b3 HCC 4HfE 3 d, ANt 2 i85 50%LA |, FHB GPC3-Exo-
SFU TEARA A 158 HCC 40| A8 7 . % GPC3 @ik HCC 48 HepG2 & Huh7, A L Fii# % 5-FU,
GPC3-Exo-5FU 7E 55 & S W40 M 3 7 FH S (%1 3(A) &1 3(B)), ILIGR TR LT 5-FU i@ #shym
B ELZE hOat2 S5 iz A HE NG AL[24], 5-FU Fifi 71l i A0 B RO & S 3 3, IK GPC3 ik HCC 4
Hep3B EM & 25 1 d i, 5-FU 5 GPC3-Exo-5FU A4 il R T B 2 5 . HepG2 4N f/EM B 28 2d )5 s
5-FU 5 GPC3-Exo-5FU 440 B il R 2= 795 2%, SEIL % AT REIK HepG2 41 i £ 438 3 e[ 25], #5585 T GPC3-
Exo-5FU 5i# 8 5-FU R[4 81 22 57 5 30

A B c
HepG2 Huh7 Hep3B
804 100~ 100~
| =~ 5-FU - 5.FU - 5-FU
R god - GPC3-Exo-5FU S -~ GPC3-Exo-5FU ] { - GPC3-Exo-5FU
£ ] 2 2
& & 50 S 50-
> 407 > e
2 S S
2 ) 2
£ 201 £, E ol
0 T 1 1 T T 1 T T 1
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3
Days Days Days

Figure 3. GPC3-Exo0-5FU inhibits HCC cell viability in vitro (*: P < 0.05, ***: P <0.001)
3. GPC3-Exo-5FU FESMINF] HCC 4R FT (*: P < 0.05, ***: P < 0.001)

4.4. GPC3-Exo-5FU #&A$H HCC 73

GPC3-Exo-5FU & N $HT HCC ¥7 208 4 fin. HCC B¢ N faffi #1820 Bl i ik S PBS. 5-FU K&
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Figure 4. In vivo anti-HCC efficacy of GPC3-Exo-5FU (n =5, *: P <0.05, ***: P <0.001)
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