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Abstract
In the field of super-resolution microscopy, minimal photon fluxes nanoscopy (MINFLUX) has emerged
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as a major breakthrough due to its outstanding spatial resolution and photon efficiency. However,
this method imposes stringent requirements on the photophysical properties of fluorescent probes,
particularly in terms of emission stability, controllable blinking dynamics, and compatibility with bio-
logical labeling systems. Semiconductor quantum dots (QDs), with their exceptional photostability,
broad spectral tunability, and long-term imaging capability, represent promising candidates to meet
these demands and further extend the applicability of MINFLUX. In this study, we demonstrate for
the first time the application of QDs in MINFLUX by employing antibody-conjugated QD nanoprobes
to achieve two-dimensional imaging of microtubules in fixed U-20S cells. The results show that QD-
based probes can achieve a localization precision of approximately 1.2 nm (median value of raw data)
under MINFLUX, clearly resolving the fundamental structural features of microtubules. This work
validates the feasibility of QDs as novel probes for MINFLUX and highlights their potential in single-
molecule localization microscopy and nanoscale biological research.
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1. 5|8

H N 5T IR 70 1% 20 AU BE AR, T e ' 2 T AN R P NIV 40 A 45 R ik AT AR 1R e i
AT IRATRT A ), PR AR I B R AR B (W 32O S FE)R(STED)) [1] [2]80# i B &
(AN 6E A E A 2 A B (PALM) MIBE AL )6 7 4 2 B (STORM)) R SE B [3] [4]. MK T 853 1 5 fr 1)
PALM/STORM JL-TiE 2 T 4 i o 4 F 8 A1 (1 fe 24 25 (8] 3 k%6, o H AT o] I RSN e . SATT, B
EHINT /M T IEEMINFLUX) [SI99KEMEL, ©454 7 STED M PALM/STORM HIFEEM#H . 7E
MINFLUX KR Aege o, 38 e o0 i B /s IR R B B 30K 6 R £ 80 51 5 2286 B % FdEAT =43
IS 58 BN BB BRI E AL B H AT 1E, MINFLUX #] LLSE A 24 R FH 2 % A RO T 1isE, 3%
£ 1~5 nm YO N SEILE S N 1E A B ATA 90K B ik i s R E RS BE . SR, X — RO X %k
PREFBIVERE PR T AR SR, R TEINSRAT NI AT # . RO6AR e 1R DL 5 AR 10 4k 2 IR I e M 5 T
H 05 BT BUE NS RHN Alexa Fluor 647 [6]. CF660C 25 C1) 72 1 T DNA-PAINT [7] 5 %% brid
R, (HHARE AR R[S SE I Z 3R AR, H G HMBNE A S . 3R INFR ISR SiR-
amine) [9] B SEIL 75> G2 B SI A, AR INSRAT A2 BR T 0 F a5 M e v, A8 s S A0S e LU A T 5
RSN

AR T A(QDs) [10]BE /NS GEE A<10 nm). w8773, A H Al i A 6 E M5t B #g
FIHEAE) R GE b 1) PR 1 A8 7 T B A AR R B RG 5% o 45 B2, QDs /28 70 W08 e iR I A i ik 2 .
XEERETERZHET AP USRI E RN R [11]. SEBR b, FET 87 S NARI 2 o R e 2
7E 2005 FARIEM)[12] [13]. BT A5 4P BB —# A, LS 100 nm (95h1A) 73 #F2[14]. B RN
Pk O T AERR 9 it 7 P00 5 30 AR (SOFD) (R Ao 2 18] 7y P e i 21 50 nm,  FHG I AN 5] Fr
KA 5 B BORATAS 10 WU I - 524 Bh[15]. CdSe QDs i FH -3 i A1) FH 1 4R I 4R BI04 5 PR MR A 1 5
BT HE RGP B AR SR B 2 W) oy Fee, 1R BH =4S &= T RN R E AR (QDB3)H, B A AR QDs
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[) 3D #E5 HEE AGE I 2 5 SRR IR B AN QDs () PSF RSBL, FIRFIA QDs HIBEHLINAR[16]
Hoyer %5 N[ 171 A 45 611) CdSe/ZnS QDs 315 T 12 nm 5 i K/NPI 4> HERE J1. Wang Z5[1814RIE T —
Tl BB 9K HR 26 1) 3D BUSEARFT 5%, 18 x-y Pl ESEL T 8 & 17 nm M SUE 3 F%, 16 z J7in) bk
LT 58 % 81 nm MG HEK .,

SR, R QDs & s 72 AR M) S ) S 73Ry, (R B AR CdSe/ZnS QDs [Nk
AT BIHIT ] “ OGP RIS ] “HT 7 RS O M 2 —, JUHGRTE CdSe/ZnS QDs %71k & A
M B AN LT AT 3R B 2 DU A MR IR G o X Rl PERR 1) 1 7E PSF X 38N W] LAIX 43 (1) QDs %, Mfi
73 HE LR B 48 QDs INKRIEAT S50 TR HE R R (HAE, X T MINFLUX, ‘B2 BAR RS 2OLIR
BT OGBS 1A] L on-time PRAIALT on IRFS B9 6 5L A M B AE BN AR M o O T AR DR IR QDs f 17
1, CdSe/ZnS QDs WAL T8 F T3 1R 2 HH AR, G A4S FH MRS 1) QDs o il A AR A
17X QSTORM % —#H£(QD 705 nm A1 QD 565 nm) [19]. M4k, 7E MINFLUX fIEMASETEE RN, &
BEI RN T8 2 PR 2 T N E ) . Tl CdSe/ZnS QDs JEH iR JE R MEBESWIEZE, XEEA1M
K/NEFH] 15~20nm. X FHF AV RMEXT RN . XERE, BERRMEE N EALEfRet, £
AR A LU N KR, DAE QDs K8/ AR A2 T ONVIRZS, I HALT OFF IR R AIAH 2408, 32l B
(03E F T R 2B EY RSN o (EXF MINFLUX,  BEAN 23110 9% B TR] A 250z A F 3 B 1] o

TEARHR G A B R A 1 — 8 52 5 F i Rl i R S ity 1) 3R 2 BB CdSe/ZnS QDs HEAT 51K,
87 FL R I AR & 28 LU AR IO R SR w0 o R AT e X — e R 45 & 7 e g A
MINFLUX Ffg s se8f 200 oy ¥, SLilm RBUEME T S8ig . 48K, QDs OLHREREf
FEZ) 1.2 nm [KENRE L T 70 P FE B SR HERR IR T, IR 43645 3 = %5 B2 1 o R R . BT 58 B IR
B1T QDs 7E MINFLUX I RTAT M, NHEAE A8 B9 G ERET 1E b FE AR Ak )t — 20 B FH AR it T S8
WA

2. Ik
2.1. M8

P aufusE IR SRS, BT MEM BiRdE . in A= il DAL AE O FR 2 ZE BRI W B Gibeos 38 J557H
SALHNE H Sigma-Aldrich; [F 5272 BB 5% % 1 Electron Microscopy Sciences $2fft. 5% % e br
RIS, BRI —41 9 LA CdSe/ZnS QDs #nic A=A/ BT o T B A PiiER, —Hi A H CdSe/ZnS
QDs Fric L =E P/ R 1gG Pk

2.2. CdSe/ZnS QDs BYFR{E

1 57 HE ARG B R T AUBE (HR TEM) B At ik 5E X 38 7 77 55 (SAED) Y& i £ Philips FEIT ec-
naiG220S-TWIN 1% 2% it 17, W52, KRR CdSe/ZnS QDs ¥ 2 400 4 P% I, i & FE
SERPZER, SRR KRR SR B R A TR

2.3. CdSe/ZnS QDs S1LEHUNR 1gG BU{BEE

CdSe/ZnS QDs 7£ F (30 uL, 50 mg/mL)"+ 5 EDC (100 mg/mL)A1 NHS (100 mg/mL) % I J2 . 30 min,
iELJE ) CdSe/ZnS QDs 5 iliZEfi/N iR 1gG —Pi(PBS H 2.5 mg/mL)IB &M 4 h PL L, HEEHEET R
SSARFRE) 4%~5%. 43 T EMW)EULEE A 100 kDa FIRE X PBS Z2iilisk (T R SiEiE. fnks
aifhi) 1gG-CD RERYIORAAAE 4°C DLILEE— A o SR A ROGAH OB VL (FCS) FI BN A G H S V4 (DLS,
ZEN3600, Malvern {X# A 7], JL[E)PF CdSe/ZnS QDs 5 IgG M4 & -
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2.4. YHRALESE

BSC-1 4Hfi(ATCCCCL-26, BeNa Culture Collection, China)fE 37 ‘C . 5% CO, 1H i1 7246 itk 47 4k +r,
i MEM £%57%3£(11095-080, Gibco), FF4M7E 10%fH 25 1f17E (FBS, 10099-141, Gibco) & 1%AE4 7 & IE R
(NEAA, 11140-050, Gibco). AL B0y T FilJe 4 14 mL-Z B R (L-PLL)WRJZ d2 3 1 1 12 FLARH,
FRFRRFSE 48 /NI JE HEAT 5 2k ] e AbHE .

2.5. HmElE

NSEIAN S MV [ e, £ PBS BRI — IR, =R N BRI MR (A 0.1
MPIPES. 1 mM EGTA. 1 mM MgCl, 1 0.2% TritonX-100)4bFE 60 F0 L2 B4 i . $H ) s il o v
W LRI TR A 37 “C Y[ 2 (4% 2 5 F I [157-8, Electron Microscopy Sciences]F 0.1%/% — 1%
[16220, Electron Microscopy Sciences]), fE=ii F#FE 10 708 LLSEELAL 2 BRE € . [E]5E 58 i J5 BA PBS
MR, A 10 mM BEALER(71320, Sigma)f) PBS ¥RALIEL 5 734 DURR RIS 85 B B R %6 FRIK
UL PBS {EVE R S &I E . AE IR RS A, BAREREE FE THRTHE 20 min.
H PARAC 758 50%BSA (H 10%BSA 7E PBS HH#%) . 5%9 & A1 10%TritonX-100 IR G 25U
PBS i 30 /08l HIY OB, A SR T A 1%BSA 1) PBS 22l i —Hu(1:50)7E % 3 T i
H 45 or%P. AT 6 X PBS iEVE, RIKERLE S 5P, DR EBRARG G DU KRS S BRI )
S E 20 0%, DLPBS MR, LBRAL G ISR, UBCHAEE S RE R T, s, #
ARAEAFAE 4 C&AF FEERA.

3. AERE
3.1. MINFLUX ByEI2

AWFFERA T MINFLUX B0 3 B8 24020 (K 1(A). ZRGEHZOAEERE: HTiEkE
TS 642 nm LR EOG 8 EEUE LAY EI(NA = 1.4, 100<HEY08%) KI5 i W5 (SPAD)
RIMZEEEF, AT AL H 2 (AOM) P ED R B AR . O T SEIAR KR E AR B, REgisidik
RARIF T (donut-shaped) UK 37 56 Lo T 58 7o B 56, KA G i AT HEmE SR AR (1] 1B IR 1) B,
RGN E HINEERIGH(E (B IR 2~4), TETRAIPUAN AR fl (. 5 6 S RN 38 0 EAT 49,
PRSI S 0 A o 52, HbsaT s kG A7 B e KRG TH(MLE) JE e i e - 14
(O BRAFIYEE AR AR BR . FE— AR R, T asREE 5 H ARALFR 2 A1) 25 (R AH DG 2 25 3
SR(E (D), HEERE). 4SRRI H) MINFLUX 455055, HHMESH0E0 T 4% 1.

3.2. BIEREK

FEm 8 T RS FE B A 7, fEFR 4 NA = 1.4, 100x[f] Abberior MINFLUX & 435 (Abberiorx U7 ft
B, WYL, £ 642 nm UK E 2D MINFLUX RS AR R R4 B I06(60.7 pWem ). & HOETh
A FH Thorlabs fEY)4: T £ T I A7 B L% S100C 14225 3L 1) PM120D Dj#it . firff MINFLUX {4 %
ARF SO B SR I ROR R S B R, AN EFEAEA] E 57 sUOE U AR bl 5% . hAh, ST AT
T, AUE SR H MINFLUX 8 Z%4R02D I DY Ri%EAR) . F-48H Imspector Al Image] JE& YeflR4E
(A 16.3.11657, Abberior), {EE 7 EIER T HA 4 nm B R KD

RBESRRAR R ENE, B TSEE 10%4 99K (A 12-40-980-CTAB-DIH-125, Nano Stone Inc)(¥] PBS 2%
MRS 15 208, BES 4 PBS A BEdk. TERURHT, BaIRGN T EhFae B, SRR IR B v AL
K (<1 nm)o T I IR AR G e @ EOGER XI5, IFAE A i 1506 DR AL RN S R ) MINFLUX
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Figure 1. Schematic of the MINFLUX system. (A) Optical layout of the system. (B) The excitation beam sequentially targets
four predefined coordinates to achieve iterative x—y localization; these coordinates form a tetrahedral calibration pattern (TCP;
violet, red, yellow, and green indicate the beam positions). The localization procedure involves focus stabilization (Step 1) and
two-dimensional donut-beam scanning (Steps 2~4). Typical photon count readouts for each iteration step are shown, with color
coding corresponding to the target coordinates. (C) Imaging performance in different spatial dimensions. (D) Conceptual il-
lustration of the MINFLUX nanoscopy principle
E 1. B MINFLUX ARG REE. (A) REARTEE. (B) MAXRMRIIIEDNTUIRALSR, FIERR x—y EfL,

X AAFR S AT R TN T A RO EIRE(TCP; 2. 44, B RIOMAERME). EMEREEESRESE HUARZHIFE
FHRIE(ER 2~4). BPRR T REARLRIBABTNHHER, AUBRLRHEIRE. (O) TR4%E THIMKE
MR, (D) MINFLUX 40K BRI I&H R IEREE

Table 1. Key parameters of the MINFLUX 2D iteration sequence
F 1. MINFLUX Z#EA K FFIRI KBS

2Dimaging oo e el Lsze  Mimmal S0, patem SR
(CFR) time(ms) (nm)  Photon count Factor repeat (kHz)
Pre-scan Off >1 288 160 1 Hexagon 1 15
Istiteration 0.5 >1 288 150 1 Hexagon 5 10
2nditeration Off >1 151.2 100 2 Hexagon 5 10
3rditeration 0.8 >1 75.6 100 4 Hexagon 5 10
4thiteration Off >1 39.6 150 6 Hexagon 5 10
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3.3. HIEEH

S HHE B Abberior MINFLUX {1455 (Abberior Instruments)4 ¢ Imspector #1FRAEF AL FE, A4
MINFLUX R #2738 0d Imspector #fF S, P ol SO0 & 23 A RUE L S 80d s, R
TRER T DRME 5 BT A 2 1 ok ) T 288 o7 22 R A R A R

4. TWERS5 SR
4.1. GISHFRIE

P, BB RIS QDs EINMRIEIR 2110 FET 0, Wit 7 — ROk 3 R L i R T
gy, Horr, D ERBEBEAMORE A T E 2 MRIIRE, USSR - BB GNPk
B M EDC A NHS 1E K EAZEL, QDs HIFREEH 75 5) 5 Pk 3R TH 1 &0 5 2L F s B (VR4 it
FBaE 2A) R, BRZGIZE]), X QDs i A S H5EAMA S . ¥ 2B)ME 2(C) 3R T i&
S WAMBE(TEM, &2 HE3) BB QDs RS 404 QDs HRSF EEAEHLE 1~4 nm G, 13
HAAZA 1.8 nm, RIVHB AR AARHE. EHEIGOT, BUNMOZOGERE RS G R TLE A SUE 1
FIH, BN REETE CREF D GIERE I RIS, 5 KRR BE Uk D 0 AR W R I 2 (A4 14 2(D) 7 Hi QDs 1)
W HSORI A 5 2 S D6 S 7s HY 300 22 700 nm 38 il A B S8 6 ZE N, 58— NP IEAE 28 650 nme UK S
FE) 705 nm bR I H — N REIFICR I . WOR - R FERR TS0 520 #1590 nm ) 32 2
WK IX(E 2(D))s

A w i B

Secondary antibody

.
\]r, Primary antibody
)
7 N

. QDs

-t
N

D1.2

1.0 -

-
o

0.8 -

=
©

0.6 4

o
)

0.4

e
FS

0.2

Narmalized absorbance
e
N

Narmalized fluorescence

=
=)

0.0 4

2 4 6 500 600 700 800
Diameter(nm) Wavelength (nm)

Figure 2. Structural design and optical properties of the prepared QDs. (A) Schematic illustration of QDs labeling microtubules.
(B) Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) image of the QDs. (C) Size distribution of the QDs. (D) Absorption and photo-
luminescence spectra of the QDs

2. Hl&HY QDs BISEHNZITRIEF S . (A) ®iT QDs FREMEZEAMRERE; (B)QDs AIIESTH FEMIR(TEM)
Ef%; (C) QDs WIR~TK/N37; (D) QDs BIMRUIFIRS RS HIE
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4.2. QDs BYIAKRYS ¢

PRk, XARALFE QDs Bi FRYIESE 10,000 WU BAREAT 24T SRERAEFH 642 nm HIBOEHHT UL,
T QDs 7E /] Wt £ R ILEA R IR . ] 3(A) R T 7RSO RISOR T I )l R A A8 3R 1R oK ik
FERER o TEERMTRAR (1 WD) RIS BTE B BHE (5 5. 24 RALE 1000 MIEF, G4 28 EERET 1E AR
MPRAS o FEREKZE 10,000 Mif5, 5] RILAEK 2408 1 s RFFE IR 96N ER, BoR R ILE E e
UK AR KILR . X —IRKH, QDs [ IS AT At il 4l 03 i kb A s ] B gy 20 25, 5 /0%
g T HPOCEARE S, XATLUEH QDs MINERIRZ . R, & 3(B)Z R QDs &1 i i TN LR B 5 25 1
HARH & & MINFLUX &A% N H

A B
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Figure 3. Blinking properties of QDs. (A) Time-lapse imaging of QDs over 10,000 consecutive frames. (B) Blinking characteri-
zation of surface-modified QDs

[& 3. QDs BIINKRIFIE. (A) QDs IEFMELE 10,000 WIS E. (B) 1&4R/EHI QDs BRI KR REE

4.3. QDs B MINFLUX Rif%

4.3.1. BHEPE QDs
N THSIE QDs 7E MINFLUX AU 1i&E v, o B0 IR0 AN QDs [ RS 5 1T RGIRAE

FEE] 4(A)T5%F QDs R E ALKS BERFAT RAE . E ALK BT AN

, 87 a* 88’

NN N

Hrh S /& PSF MIAr#EZ(SD), a R4 @G =M RSFEEREH N 130 nm), b A& T 5 Gl 4 G
AEET SR R), NEMNIOCHER S T5. K 4(B)f& QDs [ MINFLUX )5 45 B K, FIfHix
BePE, R S E AR BN 3.42 nm CREFBR C ). 4R, 1EIXEEH AT, QDs AL
SEA B E SR, XEERB TS ERSLZ. Hil<S nm (20 H T3 T MINFLUX 18
IR AG BV 22 HoAh A Y A M BE 4 . P 4(O)FR, PR R SEIAE] 35 nm, EER AL
WG . B PBOC EE B — R W], MINFLUX R EEWMEHT QDs HINEAT S H2 R 23 [a] 045, B[
TE foi 2 B A e X 33 AE P )N RIS BT X 73 A 4 9 K 0K o

4.3.2. EEB LK QDs
TEARRFE A, FATRH [ %€ 1 U-20S 40 Hh o6 25 [ 54T MINFLUX S8 58 uE PEsess . st ik
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WL AR RAT T A0 N e B BRUE I 2% A (14 5(A)), FEBCEERS B, Bk — DU BUR X AT YE B
(& 5(B)), LME BRI EE R LT 4E45H) . 78 MINFLUX #R, 3545 7 QDs FRic T HICE (& 5(0)),
JUEHEAA BSUAG 003% SVE ANTS B P ATD A R 3R, (KSR BRI HH IR H 2R 4R (1 40 o B 2R 50 30« (AR E R 12
XA QDs HIAE MINFLUX R4 i sl i ) & 28 8 H g, 45 KW QDs B 1E iz kil 7
FAR G CIRE N G Jy . HE—DHh,  SRI UG 1@ AR FE AT T 4iit, 455 R QDs 7E MINFLUX
TNEERESIINZ) 1.2 nm [E AR (] S(D)-(B)o X — 45704 UL, BAREGINTEW E C a8 WYk
DRSS, K QDs 1E N IEIATE MINFLUX H EILH T 4% s (1 28 8] 43 e 77 . 456 AL ok
SE AT R 6 R, QDs 7E MINFLUX AR 45U B A JRE £t 34 RNk — 2B A4k 1 T g 1k
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Figure 4. Localization precision of QDs. (A) Confocal image of QDs in solution. (B) MINFLUX image of QDs with a mag-
nified view of the selected region (inset shows the intensity profile along the dashed line). (C) Histogram of QD localization
precision in the lateral (x—y) direction. (D) Histogram of QD localization precision in the axial (z) direction

4. QDs HIERFEEMIR. (A) QDs LA confocal B IRE . (B) QDs i MINFLUX ¥ 5 B LA K X 35 7 A B 15 (i
EI AR HREZE). (C) QDs 7 XY A EMEMEEEFE. (D) QDs £ Z A RAEMBEEESE

5. B4

ICN=A

AL T AR E 72 ELBI) QDs, £ 642 nm UK R RIS E HIESERISOGRIENE, ksl
1 QDs f£ MINFLUX BARHHIN o 1ZJ7VEAE PBS G2t il RIVAT LR 215 0 A A5 5 08l B Ra BA
REPREMT R . 45 B PUAPRICH 8 K ERER, SEBL 7 X [EE U-20S 4 b U 82 F1 9 2DMINFLUX 1,
. LIRSS RERN], HET QDs HIZURIREBEW SEILZ 1.2 nm 158 CLRE FE(JFUR s TH A2 ), JFRILH R
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Figure 5. MINFLUX imaging of QDs-labeled microtubules. (A) Overview image showing the maximal microtubule region.
(B) Selected region of interest. (C) MINFLUX reconstruction of the selected area. (D) Display ox = 1.3 nm, oy = 1.1 nm. (E)
Localization precision map

[& 5.QDs #RIEER MINFLUX BIREER. (A) MERARBERE. (B) EEXIEE. (C) MINFLUX 3 iEBR X1
B &E. (D) 278 ox=13nm, 0y, = 1.1 nm. (E) ENIEEE

LFIA 2% [B] 43 38 68 T « MR MINFLUX B AT DAE H, Bl & E & SO R R BURIRE 19 T
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