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Abstract

The theoretical issues related to the conceptual transformation and application value of China’s
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traditional geomantic omen theory in modern architectural environmental design were discussed
systematically in this paper. Firstly, it outlines the basic concepts and philosophical foundations of
theory of Geomantic Omen, such as “qi”, “yin-yang”, and “five elements”, along with their vitality and
psychological regulatory power, to explore the ecological wisdom and spatial beauty of fundamen-
tal concepts. Besides, the possibility and necessity were explained from the empirical paradigm of
ancient traditions transferred to current modern design languages, which combined the scientific
and humanistic elements. The examples of successful applications of principles of Geomantic Omen
(such as ecological architecture, sustainable residential communities, and wellness environments)
were taken as examples. Namely, it revealed that discussing the “geomantic omen” was not obsessed
with ghosts and spirits currently, but rather a service philosophy that could assist scientists in un-
derstanding and analyzing the actual conditions of a place, and help architects rationally determine
functional zoning, provide spatial layouts, select appropriate materials, and promote energy con-
servation, emission reduction, livability, and the creation of a spiritual world. Secondly, the chal-
lenges and prospects were addressed in this paper. But some difficult occurred in the transfor-
mation process, namely that it struggles to explain scientific issues clearly and fails to accurately
interpret the cultural meanings behind “Geomantic Omen”. Finally, based on China’s geographical
conditions, and in line with global trends, it delves into the future of classical garden design by ex-
amining representative works from both ancient and modern times, as well as from different cul-
tures.
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