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Abstract

Remdesivir (GS-5734) is a valuable nucleoside RNA polymerase inhibitor, which is considered to
be a potential drug for curing COVID-19 and has been used in clinical trials now. In this paper, six
potential RNA polymerase inhibitors were compared with Remdesivir based on the density func-
tional theory (DFT). By comparing electronic structure properties of the chosen inhibitors with
Remdesivir, it is found that the dipole moment, energy gap, and conceptual density functional pa-
rameters of compound 6 were similar to those of Remdesivir, indicating its potential of serving as
inhibitor of SARS-CoV-2 RNA polymerase. Moreover, the potential inhibitory ability of compound 6
against SARS-CoV-2 was further confirmed by molecular docking study. This paper is expected to
provide a quantum chemical computation aided strategy for further screening drug candidates.
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B4 £ V4 5 (Remdesivir, GS-5734) & —FIERFKIZFXRNARSBEMHBIF, $OARNRIBITH S £
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(DFT), XFAFRNARAEMEIFHAT T —SRETFHEHIRE. KD TR BEFEWER
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1. 5]

I AR, SRR LR AL G U, MBI BRI AT, M E R E] [ E K
GRRGE. 124, 51BN E LB R A =M, B SARS-CoV. MERS-CoV Fl SARS-CoV-2. 2020
Y], HAEIRFIEE SARS-CoV-2 51 HT & it 25 (COVID-19)fFE B 45k, 5 NIk T B KM dr At
FEMR . HAT, MICERT COVID-19 MIRERMIGsT Tk, th, 18]/ E4RBA R b 28 25k bt
IR o — PR A R 259 R I T 1 WA T DU B 259 2 15 e RO I6 T ELAth A O 11 95 B gk
Yoo Hoh RNA BEA 0] 70 B8 75 F5 K H 6 SARS-CoV. MERS-CoV AR 175 25 (1) R A 258K 1] [2]
M2 T E . BB R ZZAYTE RSN 50 T LU 240 ] SARS-CoV-2 i #E[3], HUIRTRITJE T
R ZR50 . SR BRI H AR B EA R T BN & AT (08 O3 s R 70 45 A i s 53 44397 7l s 23 Jk
B HEET S, Hor 68% M) 3 WP i MRS LA (4]0 (HA2, AL 259 TF R R
TV SRR VS E AN R 24 % &, SARS-CoV-2 HAE5E %% [A T SARS-CoV. MERS-CoV K I%i#
T BELE A AT — AN 85, RUEAS B A A7 A B8 T I 4 7 o X — PP 25 2454, B Ak s R L 22 W] Y
T SARS-CoV-2 i & RNA A il (k%1 24 51 .

EFXF SARS-CoV-2 £k, dbuisE a2 SR IR A =R 8 A mVR A THE A2 i 0k
FOR BT N TR B EMImIEEAR, KW+ R B 7 178 K i = B 12 AL J5 25 7T RE XS
SARS-CoV-2 Jii & RNA KA M BAWAENIHEIER, Femtta 0t AT A MOCEIE5]. A ETEA
BRI R [ 7S P L A ) RNA TG BEIHIFR), f5 Bh B4 252 0 S0 3 LA 4 B0 H 25 4 2 I 5 i 42
PO AT TXTEE AT, DA 0 s 50 25 25 5 it — oo FEL G

2. WEEE

B AEAE M06-2X/6-31G ()RR THE/K T FXHnse 1 Frasftl 7 Ff SARS-CoV-2 $lil 7 I Uk 45 ) 34T
JURIERAL, 3RIGFaE 7 TR, BEJG, 7£ M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p)/KF FitH-5 T 7 Fgg¥n o 11 B 745 7
M. BEAh, AR A H Y XM 3% (Self-Consistent Reaction Field, SCRF) /5 v A i il A 32 52 1 Joi 4 7Y
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(Polarized Continuum Model, PCM) [6] [7#& 4L T KIS ST o ASCHTA THHE#E R H & T a5 P A
Gaussian 16 [8]58 /. 7> T H B FHLIE B Gaussview BAE[9]4E . S Multiwfn F2FF [ 101454 VMD
AR5 R PR TEAR BEA N EAFEAGEYTF 5 SARS-CoV-2 RNA R4
B EMEEN), HH SYBYL-X 2.0 SF 54 5
3. BERE5VHE
3.1. JL{tasy

ASCHEFCR 7 Ff RNA G BAZ K405 55k B T L RIRELZE 1), 1 Fis, 1X 7 # RNA 5
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Figure 1. The geometric structures of seven SARS-CoV-2 inhibitors optimized at the M06-2X/6-31G (d) level
1. £H SARS-CoV-2 #IFIFI#E M06-2X/6-31G (d)7KF LB JL AT £544

Table 1. The Patent number and chemical formula for seven inhibitors

= 1. TN EERXRERNS

Uit/ g TR

B 7 4 Co7H3sNgOsP WO02012012776A1
&1 C12H13N5O5F W02012037038
& 2 Ci3Hi3N,O, WO02017189978
&Y 3 C14HigNsOg W02003093290
&1 4 C13H6N4Og W02002057425
& s C1oN4OsHis W02009040269
&M 6 C2iNsO6Hs W02003093290

3.2. BT

3.2.1. BRESHER T

25 0 1 AR AR TR v] LA 2540) 7 AN 25 2 AR A BAE R . DR, B A PRI 20 B T 245
KRB EEFE TN ABFE I R/NAT U B GrF AR RN, AR, 7 T itEing, A RT
2 TR RS I BUSIRI, RZ TR ande 2 Foow,  -BAh ) 7 (0 45 AR R 25Ul K 21 /NI
N 7.63 au. (LB 3)> 424 au. (LAY 4) > 3.09 au. (LAY 6) >2.98 au. FREPEF) >2.93 au. (&
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Y2)>232au (bGP 1) > 1.65 au. (EW 5). WNEEAR EF, B TG 3 MG 4 HERIIRNFE
b, FAB LR SRR IR SR B 3 2w, ALE Y 3 ML) 4 1A BB DY 5 R B £
PR, U WP AL S Y BCER IE TS 5 T & A AR B TS I TR A 2 Atk e 6 Bk
R S B EV A Z TR, RYIIZPRL S YA AR 1 TG =5 AR LR KV Ik

Table 2. The dipole moment (u), vertical ionization energy (VIE), vertical electronic affinity (VEA), electronegativity (y),
hardness (77), softness (5), and electrophilic index (@) of seven potential inhibitors at the M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p) level

% 2. EHB AT FE M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p)’KFE TR IHEBBNERIEW) . EEHBERE(VIE), EEETFEM
#(VEA), B (). BEG#). MES)MELER(0)

L Hi 187G 45 RaExyB| e 2 e 3 e 4 e s e 6
/au 2.98 2.32 2.93 7.63 4.24 1.65 3.09
VIE/eV 6.58 433 5.34 3.47 6.43 6.35 6.12
VEA/eV 0.90 2.68 2.44 1.73 2.10 231 0.98
x/eV 3.74 3.50 3.89 2.60 4.27 433 3.55
n/eV 2.84 0.82 1.45 0.87 2.17 2.02 2.57
wleV 2.47 7.46 5.22 3.89 4.20 4.63 245
Stev 0.18 0.61 0.20 0.58 0.23 0.25 0.19

ST 3~ B FEL AT AT B R AT BT TE4H 7387 3 1 1R 5 BSOS AT SEAZ SRR 167 1, AR 43 T8 R AH
HAEH . T AR HUIE (Natural Bond Orbital, NBO)TH5[#) F #4847 J& 4> #T(Natural Population Analysis,
NPA)HL 2 H B 5 AW F ) AT AT R BT T SmE [12]. BRIk, ASCEA] Gaussian 16 72764 B /) NBO 12
¥, ££ M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p)7/K-F- F*F-LRloE B el PR m 201771247 NBO 115, 159%] NPA Hi &, 41
TH 2 (FOXIEFIRIE A, 2EXKERR ).

Wil 2 i, LFh SARS-CoV-2 il 71 (¥ 67 H i (41 (X 380 E B3 A /E O JEFFI N JiL 1 1o BRI,
NP G R EARE R IZE P I 5 0 N JEFARE BRI i, X — i S EEPE AL 1X 2
[l B A A5 A 1 NI~ A0 o - B8 S g 2R 7= A8 por JLHE, T XM E T IS8« S5 2 5 590
# RNA REFGIEREA =AM EIEH . 546, BT O JRTEAMBAME, XHF4 TRl #RX
LA E P b PR IEIA 1K O JR-F. BRASFA b IACER N i) 2L B O JR -1 BA BRI F i A

7NFf SARS-CoV-2 il 771 i) TF L i (4 € X 43) 3= BB P e H LA 4 C 5 b AR 2 g,
NS PRRIE IR ¥R R H -7 1) FAr 5 B A PG 5 (RS0, HJE 7 B AT AR 2 L0 BeAh, IEM SRR
LR LA PIRIR IR 320 H ORI B KT e A, HOE 7y, A 82 TR O TR
AT Skt SO # RNA REHERT, X2y G ROCIE i AR RN RIFIRSE R 714, 7RE
A5 RNA BEM 2R N, O R 745a, BaEs. AR THA MG, dTHis
Y6 BRI P H) O AN By A om i Ak, xPmEngds B C IR AW SIEH, SECLBES F5 0. N
JEFAER C JE i A BORIIE AT 1X — s[RI R VG 52— R, BA1E 2 T FN 23] N JEFF O
JRF I s = AR B I T o ABANEI R, Bfs e o R IE AT /A fE P R+ b, TiE 6 oK
IEHAT LT C T k.

3.2.2. BB
EVSFEAMZEMMEERN EEaHELEEMEERESHERE. x5, 1 Hai
(Electrostatic Potential, ESP) & 5 i FEL U8 ¢ 22 A 25 U 1) S 25 1) eR A, AR 18 A 0 M i FE 32 S 10 5540 B4R H
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[13]o B, XFT#f A BTG R TIRN T HREC &0 50 T 458 i B far A G MR . |1 3 Al . BFkik
BRI IR, IR E N JEF, BRIER B O JEFIEA fER A 0, X5 NPA HLf o Arss
B2, K EARK N JETA O 7Y N T o, (B 1,25, 6 ok 345 51 8—62.90.
—65.74, —47.00. —61.58 kcal/mol, FEEEHPLERRIEIAR O JR7rh: EW 3 MG 4 KT H )7
N—-91.41 F1-64.65 kcal/mol, ZrAi7EHRIEMTIT; 1M1 B2 04 5 1) B K 4 L2 —61.05 keal/mol 465 P JR-F
FHIER) O Ji+ b BAE b, Il pa AL G4 6 B K 67 B A 2 {E (—61.58 keal/mol){XAHZE 0.53 keal/mol,
Ut BF 3 R AR R4 T3 8 RNA SR A B T BE 2 A R Y
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Figure 2. NPA charge population diagram of SARS-CoV-2 inhibitors at the M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p) level
2. £# SARS-CoV-2 HIFIFITE M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p)7KF T NPA BT 537 &

ESP(kcal/mol)
+86

|

.

AL BTG AE NI 7 BRI 008 A ROE I X 3 R B PR H R T C R B s
M1, 20 3. 4. S HUBRIEE 5N 65.01. 69.92. 85.14. 69.69. 54.65 kcal/mol, =543 i £ 5 Wi
AR AR H JET Eo mi&1 6 K IEHALN 62.78 keal/mol, M AGTES N R FAHIEM H JE T L,
X SEETE AR . KB ATHEN S SR TR RNA RAEER, X5 N R FAHER H R 7§
ARG RNA RAEMREMEE LM Ny O JR ARl TBREE. FRFHRANS M5 NPA
HLAT AT IS Dl — 51, e — D i B e e SR R R T B 2.

Figure 3. The electrostatic potentials of SARS-CoV-2 inhibitors at the M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p) level
[& 3. £ SARS-CoV-2 #IHIFI7E M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p)7kFETHI ESP ZHHEE
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3.3. AIZS FHUE

MRAE T2 7 T HUE B, BE &5 015 98 4 F#LIE (Highest Occupied Molecular Orbital, HOMO) 5
e T BRI A &5 35 43 T #1118 (Lowest Unoccupied Molecular Orbital, LUMO) & ¥ 81K 2 & A=Ak 52 [ M)
K. DL, BEFE25Y0 55 1 I AT 230038 PT L PR 2R AR AL BN i 3 1k S A 4 ik B A R [ 14]. A
75 381 Bt 428 74 =5 A0 EL A S R 0 ) 79 28 /K 3R 58 HR 5 HOMO AT LUMO #iE & 22 HOMO-LUMO g B (i fin 14
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Figure 4. The frontier molecular orbitals of SARS-CoV-2 inhibitors at the M06-2X/6-311+G (d, p) level
4. £ SARS-CoV-2 #IHIFIFE M06-2X/6-311 + G (d, p)7k T T BRI 5 FHLEE

SEEPFHAEL, ANFACE Y HOMO 08 T 28 Emtng 36 F. Horp, a1, 20 3. 4 Wil
AR LSS N B 06 L 5 T R A N AT R p-r IR, PIE AT HOMO $UIE _Eid 70 A+
WENERS b A 5 ERZRIFE LB HOMO #UdE t14 — & ok, Bt bLiZAe &1 HOMO
PUES LR R s 25 W EY) 6 S, H HOMO HUER 1 = BOREREE A _EAT 7341,
EFIANE o 74 HOMO BUEH —E Motk K, a6 SHmEmSmtt, H HOMO #id 1
T AT IR BRI A, 55k, LAY 6 1) HOMO YUl s fitEMh 45k i) N R o A 4
LA, SRR E R A S5 L N SR T BEE RPN 2 AT BRI, DR AT DA Al 2 3 P B
175 HE

WEY 2 B9 LUMO HUE H T2z BAREMENE I AT 70 A1, (B R B2 A P e R 34 L, T A T
SARS-CoV-2 #Ifil5f{{] LUMO #Uili i 1= E EEE R AEMENE S b, SEafEvFiMiel. Hr, & 1. 4.
5. 6 [f) LUMO HLT = AEMENE LA J LT SEEY AR, EE AN « PUEZ . X5t
R 4 MM ST R B RNA RGBT, WEUEh l G2 5 W 35 RNA R H b & i1 Xk
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FEAREAE M E AL, HIE 4 W1, NF SARS-CoV-2 Hiil R A REBRE /N T v 5. Br TG
Yo 1 MALEW) 3 4k, FAbDURE RS S I REBEAE 6.07~6.91 eV, HUEHEIK. HWEW 6 5EHifE
P IRERAE 73990 6.91 eV H1 7.18 eV, #lZE B/, RUMLEW 6 W RE A MEIE P F A BRI AR e M

34. BREBEEZRIH

RFTRE, LAY E T FSHOS HSEBR M AR R HE ., Nk, ARSCHHE 7 -BRg i 77 (4 2
B HL I fE(Vertical lonization Energy, VIE). I B HL T3 f1 %% (Vertical Electronic Affinity, VEA) LK R FHHE
7 R P (Conceptual Density Functional Theory, CDFT)5E X N IHL G (r)s TEIE () B (S)FIE
HLFE () S F A [ 15] [16] [17], HitH AR T

_|VIE+VEA| W

2

_ VIE-VEA @
2
ZZ

o =— 3
2 ®)
1

S§=— (4)
2n

% 2 ATLUEH, AW 6 RIS Bz S HEUE S s e 5 s oL, R P R 67 o] 6
BRGNS BACkUl, (&Y 1 Ak EY 3 BARKMEE MBS, FibEG—EmMid)5s
J1o HEW 2. 4. 5 BEEARANEEBER, (HEEEEE/DN, WHEREEAmmEnS. E
Y 6 I L B RRBUE AR FE BB ROR, AR TR LT . EREREIZ, WA 6 FImE e 45 itk 24
HIZE 0.19 eV, BEEHIZ 0.01 eV'e MiH, L&Y 6 MIHETF R VEA 43518 0.98 eV 1 0.90 eV,
FEHIRED RN 2.45 eV F1 247 eV, RHALEY) 6 W5 EREMEGFETEH 14000, RIktb Al S
SARS-CoV-2 RNA K&l E IX IR &, B b5 RNA &R, DAM B b kom 2 & il .

3.5. SFwE

I3 T X R — PN T 5 S A 2 AT FR L K SRR | - HERR S AH LA I BV SN UBLADL 32 R (18]
[19]o ASCHEET X HRIMESTE . FT0 R 2 TS RARRIME[20] [21] [22) % H =5 &, KH T SYBYL
B EH “Surflex-dock” T REAEER X LA IH]57] 5 SARS-CoV-2 RNA FA B AL HEAT 40 T 06 4520 KA
BT FA ) = 4 58 A B AR S5 M R I T A R B AT B A BT (4], AEXH AL B F b, SRR RS
VI s SR, ARG A N R FREEAT o 1 T, IR R A a5 s .

f s AT, -ERNE]FI AR T SARS-CoV-2 RNA REABHAIE M C4S P WME AR AR, wT R
LRI R 4 5 B R A R SRR S MO . R S AR, AR R AR FT 4y
{E(Total Score, TS)E/NTHiFEF T T HUE 5B - 524 (10 AR 85 T4 35 H ) 700 2 (—logKd)AH G, 15
SRR LA 25 0 S ARG S A AR R [23]. B S ATRME & 6 IS ST R, PR,
UL 54 6 5 SARS-CoV-2 Wi & RNA G B 1A 2R AT E0R, HAS 5 s =43 [F 80 i 45 G Re J1AH 2 .
R, AT LMWL A9 6 ] LS H a7 8 ( RNA R A A LSS, Il &m0 & sl 2 .

4. 578

(s aYay

ARSI T Lz R LA, BT B A 04 F5 A0 A /S FEAE SARS-CoV-2 fIHIFI I B 745 . AT sr
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THRIE R AL BT AT T ARG BRI AR a6 IR AT A . BUEVEIR. M
iz M Z R 5 SARS-CoV-2 RNA JAMEX #1G DLH S 58 vE 5 on i, WG 6 Bt 5
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s \V\ LV YOO /

HEM4(TS=581) (h&EW5(TS=523) 4L&H6 (TS=8.85)
Figure 5. Docking maps and total scores of seven inhibitors to SARS-CoV-2 RNA polymerase
5. £#PHIHIF S SARS-CoV-2 RNA RAEGIER S FREME T 5E

IR TR RNA RGBT RS R LS &, AT 2 10 R R, b ke 2678 i 2 7 . Asig
SCHR T Al R A AT SRR A 0 T T A AR B A R e SRR, Bk — 2D IR
i AR R 3% 250 501 1R B S8

B O

TEE R A B SR IR AR 202052 A 5 HEBHIEA
SR A AR 70 1A T A R A B

A B AL R R B RNA
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