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Abstract

Objective: To investigate the clinical value of the pedicled island pectoralis major myocutaneous
flap in defect reconstruction following larynx-preserving hypopharyngeal carcinoma resection.
Methods: Clinical data of 6 patients with hypopharyngeal carcinoma treated at our hospital from
January 2024 to December 2025 were retrospectively analyzed. All patients underwent extended
tumor resection and primary defect reconstruction using ipsilateral pedicled island pectoralis ma-
jor myocutaneous flaps while preserving laryngeal function. Outcomes assessed included flap sur-
vival, postoperative complications, laryngeal function recovery, and patient satisfaction. Results:
All myocutaneous flaps survived in the 6 patients. One postoperative case developed a pharyngeal
fistula, which healed after local wound care. All patients successfully had their tracheostomy tubes
removed within 1~3 months postoperatively, regaining oral feeding and vocal function. At follow-
up (3~12 months), patients reported satisfaction with both cosmetic and functional outcomes. Con-
clusion: The pedicled island pectoralis major myocutaneous flap represents a safe and effective
method for reconstructing hypopharyngeal cancer defects. It achieves favorable functional restora-
tion while preserving laryngeal function, warranting clinical application.
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