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Abstract

The reclamation of temporary land occupied by major transportation infrastructure projects repre-
sents a pivotal nexus between construction activities and territorial ecological restoration, with its
governance quality fundamentally influencing the preservation of farmland acreage and social stabil-
ity at the local level. Based on empirical data derived from 38 expired temporary land parcels in City
F, Guangdong Province, this study meticulously examines the grassroots governance predicaments
that pervade reclamation practices. Employing an analytical framework encompassing inter-agency
collaboration, regulatory flexibility, and policy incentives, the paper dissects the root causes of these
challenges. While remaining firmly committed to the inviolable principles of farmland protection and
statutory reclamation duties, the research proposes targeted institutional refinements informed by
on-the-ground realities. Ultimately, this paper advocates for a paradigmatic shift in reclamation gov-
ernance—transitioning from a narrow emphasis on mere “project acceptance” to a holistic framework
that integrates engineering compliance, equitable stakeholder compensation, and enduring ecological
efficacy, thereby offering actionable insights for the enhancement of temporary land reclamation ad-
ministration.
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Table 1. Statistics on the composition of land-use types for temporary land occupied by typical major transportation projects

in City F (by area)
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Table 2. Statistical breakdown of temporary land use types for typical major transportation projects in City F (Sample size =

38 parcels)
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Figure 1. Chart showing the proportion of functional overlap between temporary construction access roads and rural roads (n
=25)
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Table 3. Cross-tabulation of construction access road formation methods and village collective disposal demands (N = 25)
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Figure 2. Diagram showing functional overlap and conflict between the newly constructed temporary construction access road
and the village road
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Figure 3. Aerial photograph showing the conflict between the new material storage yard and the demands of the village collective
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Table 4. Statistics on village collectives’ preferences regarding the disposal of three types of temporary facilities upon expiration
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Table 5. Cross-tabulation of land use types and post-reclamation degradation risk (by area)
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Table 6. Cross-tabulation of location conditions and degradation risks for reclaimed cultivated land plots (statistics by area)
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Figure 4. Photograph of the site showing inadequate maintenance following the reclamation of temporary land
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