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Abstract

Spatial prediction of soil organic carbon (SOC) supports soil resource management and carbon
stock assessment. Its value depends on predictive accuracy, regional applicability and the evidence
underlying interpretation. This narrative review examines modelling approaches, environmental co-
variates and scale effects, with emphasis on validation, process-data integration and management in-
formation. A published study combining a modified RothC model with random forest illustrates the
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transfer of simulated training samples, scale matching, calibration and validation. Methods for cat-
egorical, repeated-measurement and hierarchical management data are compared. An application-
oriented workflow then links study objectives and data availability to model selection and valida-
tion. Existing evidence does not support a universal ranking of algorithms. Spatially blocked valida-
tion and probability-based map accuracy assessment address different inferential targets and are
not interchangeable. Applications to carbon stock change and soil and water conservation require
consistent soil depths and mass accounting, evaluation of prediction intervals and areas of applica-
bility, and repeated observations or experimental designs that distinguish predictive associations
from management effects.
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1. 51§

3 HLi% (soil organic carbon, SOC)Z 5 T IELEMIL AL TR LS FIK > ORFE, 2Rk B I A
FHEEX R SOC MR R S5F AR T AV . A AL KL I PR IR EE, AN RE
A MDA G A Z A R RE[1]. R R A AR E B R, T SOC fEATAL & 4. AWK, HBh
TR LR RS A 22 HE IR i i — DA A B R, SR EESERE. LREEM
FHURL LUAg 25 A kK

PP AP RAE R SLIG =M e $E 4 7 SOC W B EUEME, A A A EN PR 1] 7 FF AT 2 () 78 5. B0 e
(digital soil mapping, DSM)F| H] 1158 & V£ 5 PR (5 B IS BR , K B FOULII 7™ Fi Sy 25 () 3 458 i T 225 5
McBratney Z542 1) SCORPAN HEZL g A8 U 21 BE5E [ ALml[2]: B NAHRLRIRE— D WAL & R
FEBCTE L HEERD IR S5 T TR EE T DSM HAR A R (3], GlobalSoilMap TIH4IX — JE B 4 i€ 25 42 BRAH /)
P R E S, FRORIA E ) FRIA (4], XL ILEIR B, Bk R R A — N,
B AR 5 A1 M7 7 2RI 52 0 e P o =

PR 2 IG58 T SOC H5IAEI N ZR 2 A AEZ M0 R FRIARE ), L AE s o7 B S fif e ) B Jin ¢
o CHZRSHM SOC HEEES AR E[S]. PLEE5 J7E DSM H (1) B 2 4 (6] LA R K R
GlobalSoilMap J& M B[ 7] @I VPR, ROk SE4et 13kl fEsbEal b, U976 DB SRS B . 51X
S PR AR W] SEME A [R) — A AR S5 R B 5, TS AN [F VPN 45 SR A5 H Re 8 SCRFI 218 .

ARG SOC 7% [ Tl 5 IR AN e e, LA [RIASE AL Ab B 2 () 454 (1) 7 2, A A B A8 B ade 3 A0 ROBE AR
et g5 WM, PR IE R T TN IX (Al SRR IR R o W TR A LS BN, B ST
AP IR UEAE 2200, LERRA SOC HbBE7E RS i vE A b i B AR BR

2. VEASEE SHEBRE

ASCRABUENELRAR T 2K, HSE SOC JAf ok HIR IR V80wl At 7t , ALEATARERIE I ER . TF
AN SCHR . SRR 2R ol G B I] . R SR IR AT 1R 51 SO BRI B A R kAT, G2 i) [l 48 1 3
AU By IR AR SRR - HLas s S e AV S BB AT R LW 5T
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P4 AEE 0 B RIEZAREENAT R 2026 42 9 H 22 H. Frol Xk EERT 2003~2025 4F, PFid
X G AFE SOC & & FLAr AR e fits & L5 il . 9256 2 6 1E a5t A T Ul B R8RS BB K, A5 X
S A B B LU . AR SO 75 R SOk T B BN A

SRR FEHE R R HE AR LR AR ER A 4R L ARUE Ty . AR R DT
WICRAKYE, SOC il ISR R BAR R AR 7, A2 05 frde e YA W 25 G Rt ot . il T RS &
BUE TS EASIE R AFE 2 5, AR ST B R B EGR ZEAE AT B 64 N T . Tk
W SCH B2 SR R FoAth S B M 22, 2 T U W VERFE, AME DY SOC il BIRCR I ELEGESHE . h
{8 LT BINESE 260 b, AR SO R ARSI B R B8 ke Bl 7 3. B2 SURIE B S 9 B B (5
2), FEHECHRE T e S AR R A R R .

3.S0C #F 13RI ERIIEIe B
3.1. HF T HEIENEAREL

DSM il BRGNS A A S RIS E2] [3]. R AR DU A
RMTCLEE S MRS G, DA B S MR YN TIN5 22 52, SR E BT JU) 5 58 R 2 A U Bt I 4 2 17
o IRUEIATA AL TR A BT EH R, A L A 2 BRI kA% 222,
AR R A S5 R L RS SR TT

3.2. SCORPAN fTH RIS

SCORPAN ¥ VA H3EE B Ak B, M. BRI, AR Bl 1] DL K 23 (A4 B 40 N - 338 T AfE 42
(2], AIREHEAN:
S =f(s,c,0,r,p,a,n)+£

A SOOI 3w vk s Oy A E R P e O R IR ¢ VU o AW AR BRI ANE B
r AT p AEEG a NEERSEUNTR); 0 R ALE s & JURERURMEREEE 70 o S0 & BESLAS AR R 4544,
BT BRI R SR 222 . TSRS Tl O SRR 1, B RE R B MR R, (B AR
Al — .

SCORPAN NihAZEIEFESEM 170 FMER,  FARAREAT) 75 AR e 26 A AN 00 H AR E » 2 4R UMK
PEMEE SR T S, SRAE R TR LI ok SR, P AR ARSI R o AR A R R AR
or 2 (AZAY AR AT BE G SR R X I R XA B G AR AR, JF B AT 17 5 2 45 i DX SRR AT AR H A8 ] o

33.S0C S ESKREENOR

SOC & &Il W Fos A B L A AL R, W gk e MRARBR S BER S S AR T3 1Y
Wik, W kgm s ZE LR BRI AE R ] kg m? B Mg-ha', FROCCRRBFE RO “AHL
BRETE” o XA BN — D AR 7, W Mg 50 P T “R 7 — 1A, ME[R] S i B A4
B AR 42

4 SOC & C Ll gkg ' #n, MLIETAE p Ll Mgm P FRoR, LREE d Bhm Fox, HBURAR
ECN v, Mzt R BAL A SOC & 5.

M =10Cpd (1-v)

X, MIEALN Mg-ha ™o 1Z3UEDR p AT BRMUBIRLE A4 T BARUE SC v 9 0 & 1 Z AR
e ARUBURIDLAR B 73 5, R oERREL 1000 5% B O3 AR EARARRIN 00 T i i, AR
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FHRIRLA(1-v)o 2 128 SO J2 T B JE AR, DX 58 0]y % 2 [ B 7 ) B A5 T R i 8 3 LA I T AR
JEIEA . 1kgm 24T 10 Mg-ha!, 1 Mg 5T 1 t. SoilGrids 2577 57> It SOC. 7 B ALk .,
R R AL B AR TBCR BN L2 € [9] [10].

[ 7 R B i B FH T I8 45 72 T2 IR &, (H 25 B[R] AR AR AR [R]85 A AN B 75 4 ) 338 T 22
Wendt il Hauser 25 1} T 1& H T £ 12 105 & 1351 (equivalent soil mass, ESM)TH5 5 %, PASL[F] 1) 135
Jo7 R LA R A B S ki (1], T2, NS E R, R ER) R,
DA R JE A R S R A BN o A5 ok 5 T AR A 2 o 38 A SR U A B PR ) e il e, ol B ) — BUF A
REARE X IX L AR AL B

4. SOC Z[a) M 75 AR R Bt

gt Plasss sl AR S AL RERL & VA SOC il B K WIIFAF, % B AL B A BdiE 25 F A
TR (e A BT L [12]0 7 PR T B AR AR & WL B S R T, I E R T IR X R 2R X )
IEEZR.

4.1. &G S5EAEES

7368 b L 4l A S e B W T ZE B IR A (R AR DG, 1 FH T R 8 AARE s P R R E A T ) £
RIS TE o A AR ET X BARBEN LI M . W7 2454, & a2 vl DUR F I — M, JEERT
By BT AN AT %A FERMEET . 23 [ 5 B B B DO AR AR R R, A8 S R ik 1R = 3 Tt
] e AR E 2]

[ )= 5 LG e R Db R B LA S, BT IR ZEME T B0 v U e A, th AT F AL
WG, B H AR MR ISR VBT I SR . o B4 07 22 AR 48 e A S LS RO R it
SHTMAENE, ARESNRENERZE. SRR EM SRR RE. E-EMILE S, FHE
B EAR L M5k 2 B R B A IS E[5] [6].

4.2. HFFIJER

BEHLAR R (random forest, RF) B FEFETHI . SCRF ) & [ A FIHR 4 X 28 AT 0L & SOC S A8 & 2 (Al
MR, Hp RF 78 SOC fill B B ER 7 [5]0 IRV 1 0w 343 A A e B0 A Tk, Tioiil s
TR A S N s ml tetk . SRR R B SR AR BE J7 ORI 3 5 E BUBYE S A, R
A AR EE SR A N LB

B A | et e B M TR W AVA 5 =il 121 07) D =R (W 7N < 7 A = N U Rl v 9 S T
NTRIERHEE oAb SUANTE T ALE R R, FLHT SRS BE AR ERSSENL ) (0 A A2 /N AN [R] [ /. Meyer
SR, AN AR B ik o S M AR A M I O s B TG AL B RE I (8] EUEBEIER, Si—FF
A NG BAIRUERI 7, HAE A N e AR R IR S WS, AT X 5L ZE R R T R
M[13].

43. ZEWNFFEISREER

IRA R ANE AR ZRIE . RSN A ISR AE R A B R R RF 552w B e46, mfit—»
FIHML AR 22 ST A G R B 2 (Al 4540 o B S VT b BT 72 b, B, M S0 (5 S 5 RF
WERIESS G, R TAEREYT B SIREG BRI H[14]. X — 050 A I 0% 1 S SRR 251,
O 55 SRR 75 B AE — BRI UE S T 700 LU o

Hh AL 28 % ) 8 AR N A R IR R OC R, YEReZ AR AR PE . 77 98 K FF AT R 82 . Lee
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SEAE S RUR BE LU 7 s BB R AN R, IR R R e B 51 5 70 JR BEHLRE fifii R b
BRI R AE R RUE S AR BB, RTINS 5 % R R B s o P MU A 20 A AN L U iR 1
TR SR BRI R B [15] 03K — 22 53R W, Ja) A A A XA i B AT RUBE MR 2, 1 75 2 A2 0 (X QR I AR ST HF

AR L2 R 28 ] R R QB30 S, L RBL RN 32 ZRE A S AN DX A U AR 240 55 3R AT
AR LLARI ,  YIZRRE RS A B DUC B o0, BRI AT 2 7T RERZ M 46 1IE
ZER[6]. ML SE IR RS 25 2l 1 2 1) 414305 AR M

44. IESHEMSRE

REFERHEIA SOC FiN . FeAUFIH e, Gl AR I Hh 2% )0 5 &R, P& v APE S5l 40
L BERREAY B 21T IES AT 45 A o Tao 45 A TMA M R . B Mtk SIRFE 5 ) b &
Bk SOC 817, JEn T 25 BRI I REME[16]. FIBEh &2 5 A R, 14 260 Ui B R MY 2 Ja) 4%
BT R, DLROX S BRI T AT IR 20 R .

Zhang 542 HI IR - HLES 7 ) G AEZESR i BB M i Sl 171 Bt 70 M8 F o L 2R S b 428 4
Hh S 7E 1980 4FA 2000 4F[1) 856 1R JEFEAS, DA RothC 548l 1981~1999 “FEHticfit &, A HHUMENE N
Bt hnma L REAS, 5 SR A SL RN ZRBEALAR MR . SERZE SR ZE 2 i — IR, DB S
PR AR SR I s TRl — b s e SRAE A X UE A AN TRl — 4T o 1A 75 U0 B PR R R TR 260 T e
AT, A AR S B6IE 45 b R AR IR AR AL 3

S IR L BB TR 2 . ArdE RothC LAH 2B K, (A%, Bk, w78 o6 A1
AN N S5 BAEIRA F BRI R 5 MIAETRPE SR EA AT B SOC S — e & [18]. Lk
HRZEBIFE RothC IR, FHENGIT WRIEADCS R 17]. RN, B A E E 2
. RS EL VIR RS NEE, SeigustEob, B E R SOC WL & AT R4S ik 4 (5 B 4001
DEKBESH BB MG FE RN, f£1545 RothC (RS — FBALI H BN S LR 2, 1
ANREAL AR £ . NDVI b ) 8 B0 B GE . VORS LR, 2SRRI H RN ERE %
SR O T SE U

JRPEVCRCE A EAE L2 I A28 [0 S0 RE = AN 5T . W SOC & &M Aeid— 3+ J2 . 25 8 KR O
R B B, -5 I R RIS LU 5 PR 3 U AR AT, S A 7 45 o B L I LA R A B 11
H R BEA g FIRs N R T AR, o 0] ST 55 5 H 4 BRI 8 SRR FE R s M RSk &
WS PG5 AU - R S RE R ER R B [F — A, sy BE RIS B . AN SR B
FHAR R E SRR, ARG 42 @R E s e U M I PP Al ROBE G 4 i sg ), T AN & FH R
S AR T B AR — R

RHE S 45 A N AE AR LRGBS . Zhang 5K FH M5 4L 00 FL 4 28 YIGAE, I HH BE 3T A g sl
B R . R SR EHER17]. HabABE . RF SRS 00T E i B ik ik, midt—P
KA BRERAE(E 1): Setth fl sl Bkl 4 2SR SRR & £ W E ISR b B 72
SR BAEIOREA, (AR P E I T B & AU R RF SHG 8w )s, FUeEs 2l
SR ERUE. EA R EMARANAE, &5 RIEANEE B S E R PERR[13] [19]. IXFE AT DLk
W2 B0 UE(E B2 R P R BB ARE AR B BN ZRIF T . 58 RF Bl RothC 5 -G 8 3t H A2 A
SO HHE, o LR KT RS A R X A R . BRI R 7ok A AR R R IEE, A
BETH NSRS S REA R SRR 2 R AR A B B AR AN B

A FGERMAE R D T . FrHE RothC FFE AR AR K 8880, 47 & 2K RE i B35 85 BTk
1) SC3E AN I E AR [ 18] 5 5 10 38 &) S DL AS | B 3 B T Tk 808 5 R o 35 F T 7K - SRRSO
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2575 47 R A e g 30 e S LT A, IR X A4, ASRETE JR e f e 15 0 EL AR D9 KT [20]
[21]0 BREARFAMPTEWCSC AT DAWEA— B S, T “SOC 7€ IR L " 250Kk RAEAE T i
TSP

g—tB. RS, MRSEERS RERIENEET
SMNBIIEEE: (NBTIRBER SREENA o
(R BT
| RRERIIE (S—ITHSTIT)
PRI RIS
bty / EERAAE LR
f ; ;
EFkfE RothC | eememme
SRR BEAINE'S RF 254
----------------------------------------- l‘ S S e e S S e e e e e e S RS R S S e s S v
e N
BB ARAED [RESVESEF
! 8 RF / RothC / &
r : RE TUESKIES
TSN R
B, SHSmELRE >

VE: P8 Zhang SRR A B LHI[17]. JRB 7R A M5 B2 0 L3 28 BGAIE, 7B 3 seiE v, B “RW 2
FT EPTROUE - BT AR AR A - B E S S - ANERLE T e BRI, A ORI R R A
ISR, FFAR R R A SR E B R . AIREAA R J G Sl , Bl &4 J7 2040 5 45 18) 0 sk 18] S HEAE
RN R

Figure 1. Conceptual workflow for RothC-machine learning integration and independent validation

1. RothC-#lE8 5 IR & K IR L B IE R & A2

4.5. FFREERNELEATE

TS TR RINEN R SV E . FESAT R PRSI 55 S e R, RIER
HOEERI A, AR G —HEr . W T ABENE, &7 X EE A S5 R R RS AR R E
T X 18] o

JHERE PEC B T SRR an e 7= A . 38 2 SREARR™ XIS &L RBERRE . 1Rl A Al
BRI, S AR SRR WETT NS PR S . R EUE A T BESE A, A
TEH ARSI IR S .
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Table 1. Approaches to SOC spatial prediction and priorities for evaluation
1. SOC ZEFM A EZR TN ER

vk S BRA A s ERAE SR ES
I LTt T e N
”: M R
Tﬁ 23 75 H, A~ %
EUHE S WA SRS BRI A mg%ﬁﬂg%ﬁmﬂﬁ
wr gy DLBERALS WA STRAGHE. BT S—ATHSHOL i
e (SN KRk A5 RS
e AL R L Tt TR ﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬂfﬁigﬂ
2 AT B 5 T AT N A
BEMANSG RS A T TSR LS R mﬁ&ﬁi;ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ
AREAR KU R S Ly %ﬁﬁﬁ‘gigﬁ&%m ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁigﬁﬁﬁﬁi

vE: WA IR S SR SRR IAgh 2] [5] (6] [22].

Table 2. Evidence conditions and applicability limits of representative SOC studies
2 2. KT SOC IRMIIEBEHSERILA

ARWBITER R, MBS Bl B TEREHEY -

BEUES S5

B SHA

BriEER R

FEIERE5US

ERREEERIE; 4

24 JIHIWL 92 Jik+t

2, 6 NMRAERE, 250
m[10]

YLVE b Bt SOC X
W E[14]

H 5 R R E SOC
137Cs J IR FCR T
M[15]

Hp [ ZR R 428 M
L1980 1 2000 4F4L
856 14 0~20 cm FEA[17]

B KRR 42
AN 2000~2010 4F .
Z BRI [26]

IS E A AR 400
RAEFRAE YA &

ol A AR S PR
H; RF MIRZEZ L
IE

HWEL AL 7 2] 5

PR, FH RS L

#2515 53 RBENLRE 5 A
&

ot RothCy RF Jz i
FREA AL k&
(POML)

CQUESST Ul -2 2%
AR, 6 N
JEE IS

22 [0S ) 10 Fr38 X
I8AE; [H—FI A E—
s KIE 90% TR [X 7]

B

L A B 2H & S A
ELES

5 R LU R Tk 72
=8 7

o L T 47 S 3
s BT S
I

AR T B

. BHERIT AL,

FREBH. LA
WIAHE 1

PRPEAERIG R 5 5 (R AN 52
Mo WEFE R AL, X
IUESR AR AN BE B AL R e

SC LB H AR X I ETRE FE -

LRI e e PR EFSEIE
AHERDLZE. FAGEE S
RAGE K RIS ORI, R R 2
AR AN T A,

HB B ASAE TR A FH B RURE B A
B, RN S H
Pl AR AR R
il R b SR R U S T AR
Pt TE R 5 A 5 o

Fl &R RMSE o4 0.29
kg'm2, T RF (1 0.36
RothC ] 0.53 kg'm™2; #HX} RF
M 19%. R R L 3 2
TR, RIS

AR ST IAIE

SCRFR B BB T A e 55 Ak
PR AN RESE IR IR
HA& X 2 A ERE

e FEARUEL, BJR L BETT sORI RN AR R R ZE Bl . R TOF IR — Hn 4 BRSNS Hoh
Zhang 55 (R BEEUE A& HI - HT 7T X 5 A2 SIS IE R T [17]
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4.6. HEEREERNERGZ

EIE BN, MO EIR A . BHET R AR R TR E, EEAL H E)E
TR R, S FREUERR S P SRR R 75 B A — R I B ) 5 SR R4
FHOG . ARSCEECLL “Hbide - WL [B] 7 SAFEAR IR TT, (R RGBS AbRiR . it bl E] . 7 &
KA, FEIX Ay RSN “IdsRER” R RS o BHRI AR AT A bR R, (HARE
AL

X T CAAR RAR B AE S5 AR B o AR, CatBoost AIENIEFH L. HA R BWgit 56 7
T T i SN SRl FE v i) B AR IR 23] Blan, P ke s . (R 53k, A0 A g
JiFF SR BRI R H T SOC T, (HASBEAE TGP IBHVE 2R A g i A BT R/ R RIS BRI A B3
Ao T[] — iy R EE UL RIS, AN R I TRD R0 H mT DA R Rk s SRAAL I S S AT AR I AE
WA, FF5 2 R B A B i & .

XM BB AR 3 A B EWIN R, TRA RS BN AR AR (mixed-effects random forest, MERF)4¥4 RF
fETH AR IR O R S H Z VLN 5 624 fE—MRIEIZ RIS SOC Wi+, FlH RF L&
A, RIEAVEFEIRMOCR, BRI BRI AU B4 (8] 22 s BEATLAS 2 T =5 2 2 % B AL N
M SZRE o % SO AR 3 v FF AL THAOBEALAON., o A8 AR 3 ) 32 B S AR 4y, AN REIR N —
BT . J5i4G MERF FEAN H )20 AT = 1IN ] 5 ARG RIGBORAR D sl IR, e
A T FR PR VR B AR ABE AR LU

FrARLR I N 2 AN A7 4R 22 S a2 (A AH G, GPBoost #2445 T 55 —Md &0 FIRTH 24513
EEEH, o HBEALRN s m B AR A G A5 K, JRER S At T Z S50 25]. Biltn, fEA RS R
BRI Bk, AT DR B0 I N AR 37 R B (AR 72 e, B AR TN R X (R R B2 B . B
CatBoost [ FZXHIARIKAEE, e BB IR & A B8 BLHEESE [F) T 0 I oK &k
A7 568 i B HEMT 0 DU A

X PR Tt S (R AR Ak LR 20 AR B EE AR (PRI AT, DU S0 2 RS A (RIS B AT 43 ) ik
PR FR B R 22 FI S UL - Pagendam %5 [ CQUESST i ATLA B #5452 84 FH T3 v =2 K kR e,
FIHH 2 B VPl Ab PR 72 7 FE R IR R BN A AN 8 1, B BRAE Bt N FE S R it 1 54l [26] . %5241
J& T RIS K B A A, T 48 58 B XN 2 A . 2 FH T DX I, 300 5 AR SRR 45 4 184 n % 1)
FHRT B (A I B X E 4, R i uUsitE . SETHRRME . RIS B ol s T ST
N e SR8 =y T A AR A

R, 732805 BACE T I CatBoost 5 H AR LU E D, = WU PERE AT % [& MERF, S ELARZkiE
HIFHICEE M AT ELEL GPBoost, 1 FEHIIZE5 AN € 1L 43 i W SE & & SR B A . Eak R 19 12 B F 1
TRB, AGXETE AR — SOC #id s Ee P ERE ELAL . X TRFHE R, AT o LU I BT A 4
IERERE ST, PR LA (R AR G0 5 AT A5 BT TR, B AR B 72 S et A [E A
AL SR AR NN FRAR B BAS 25 i i) SHAP STk, AN 2 A0 B 106 sl kH 2 i R R R0 e[ 19] [27] -

5. FREHEBEFRRARERN

DA B B TS 2 R, R MR AR IR YE . AR B APAT. RET X RERFET ] 5 +
2, DLRAE A AR XIS A se B o, 30 LU St in A8 B Ko S E 5] (7]

5.1. §ixEE
TR FE AN B K GBI A P N S T AR v B S 3K B2 SOC, Seb B N3 it i 4 B ) B8 07wl AR 2 o
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B SRR RERIR T R, VRS RN i AR AN SRR B R BE SR AL 1] [14]. UMK
P EAE R IX I 7 e e 58 S R T FH BRI B A A B A PR AR e ) A i o S th 2o ol
2 5% BIREAE L PR 1 o

AFAEATE RIS, AT RE SR RERESRAIERA . DRI, AR 0 B A i
4G H AR BB S AR . B FE RS, MR R, PSR RIE T RETR & a3 0 £ 57
A 2 5 o

5.2. R SRWAATE

AR R S AR ORI R R K A AT T RAL K SR M BT AR M . S R
e AR R R RIS & S A WUBR K ARR0RE, TR AT BE A B s B A HL 7 3R 5 . Kirkels S8 LA T
= AT SOC I HIAEINIA[20], Doetterl S5 2 Hr 1 4= i SO b B BRAL ) 5 A 52
[217. XEEWHFTEUHT, AL SOC Z 5 7 E[F I % B iia . AR
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Figure 2. Decision workflow for model selection and validation across SOC applications
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