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Abstract

Major depressive disorder (MDD) is a group of mental diseases with low mood as the main clinical
feature, which is characterized by high morbidity, high suicide rate, and high disability rate. There
are marked sex differences in the prevalence, symptom manifestations and treatment response for
major depression, and it is of great significance to reveal the mechanism of gender differences in
MDD. This review aims to summarize the neurobiological mechanism of gender difference in MDD
from the aspects of genetics, sex hormones and brain neural circuits, so as to provide ideas for the
pathogenesis and treatment of MDD.
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1. 518

FIHIAE(Major depressive disorder, MDD)& — i I RS PRIRRS ,  JHG I 25 P AAE A2 A I ] £ 17 28 (1K A
MHREN SRR A T A 414 (World Health Organization, WHO) i1, 41t %414 2.8 172 \H4 MDD,
HAREREN T 3.8%, & thE 530 Rl A RS P 505 v R0 2 A s BUR 8 10 25 K 2 —[1] . Tttt 3 2030 4,
MDD Ay 4 Bk BB 140 2 —[2]. P2 72 MDD [t RE sl —, X P2 5 BRUR T AE M)
SCER “HERT (Sex), WSS AR “HER 7 (Gender)#E VIR, P73 (Gender) PR 25 Wit 2 £ €1
SCACIARE . ORI S, EAERRE I RRHLE L Im RIS AT Ny h P E A . AR BT
VIsEZEI MR (Sex) =5, RUHsE . BE S & A B 2 R L B OR8N 1) 22 5 o 76— TR MRS
TS FE, ote—4:h MDD B 2 B 1.95 fi5[3]. HS5 S MM, %« MDD B# K4
ReRLR, WS REISIEINN, A 2 RIRIRAEIR[4], AR TR K. MRS MDD 257677 B
R, BRAEWTTEER M, Zotioxd 5-32 (i £ 14 FE LA ) 77 (Serotonin selective reuptake inhibitors, SSRIs)H
FEAFIIRTT IR, 17 55 e =R B0 25 SE AR AT TT BUR[5]. Rltk, MDD [ & FETT #4775 58
H I T, #8 MDD P ZE S R AL R . NI AR SRR NG I AL A T ER I e 2 B
P8 557 TH AR BN 45 MDD 7EAE ) 2% 14 1) 22 S R p 8 A= P L

2. iBfE

MDD N2 SE RSN, XUBAGHE 7l 1T MDD st R 258 31%~42% [6]. Kendler f% A 7T
R R 35 A JRUI: B S v T B9 2, 3P 22 S T R e 3 B PRI SR B v I SR K[ 7] [8] - ERAR MDD
(R IE AL 22 IV T 5, (HL2 30 MDD 10 22 S5 IR s AL HLAAEAR KRR B EAIOR AR, R SOR Tk B
1%L [X] (Candidate gene association studies, CGAS) 14 3 [X 4 5% Bk 4 #T (Genome-wide associations studies,
GWAS) S 4= 40 i~ F (1 25 FEOR AR BE AR 182 4% K 242 MDD 4591 2 53 v (AR AL

2.1, fRIEEE KK

CGAS &0 NFEEER AR 7 5 H ™= A 1) R BB R e d i LI e 05 [9] . B, K 2 Bl ik ik [R5
BRI AR5 %2 T 5-F2tafli(Serotonin transporter, 5-HT) 1% Bl (Dopamine, DA) &4t K5 MDD B
K. B-Foth i iz R FE K] 2 A1 X J5 (Serotonin transporter gene linked polymorphic region, 5-HTTLPR) /&
R FHettfk 17911 Ef 5-HT %1z 44 (Serotonin transporter, 5-HTT)3E K 3 8 T 30% Xk, BA K. 554
FER AR S (22 251, 4 S5 7 3 R AR S5 BRAIR 5-HTT JE K3 37 03 SR, T FRAE 5-HTT FIZhEE - Spinelli
S NIE AR RS W 58 K A5 5-HTTLPR 45 S5 A7 5E D] 1) MEVE 0 W) A4 S 25 5 52 218 M e 0 IR ) 5%
Wi, LETHX R BHA S B RAT I, HEPE B LR TR B A B S 25 B NS 7K1, T A DU % R
H 3RS FAT SR B N[10], XM EYE S 2 B3RS AT AR RIS NS0T SR 2P B AARAE i XU
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B —8. tAh, 2O AN E E KA ER B, 5-HTTLPR i 55 A0 5k (Rl 5 o M X 15
JE TR MR IR R A 5%, 105 BT 6[11] [12]. X2 WAL (K 2 ] Bt AN R it s 7 1) S e = 2B
AN EEE R AR R, Ao PRI L M R B S R A 8 B A B K B . E— TR T 5-
HTTLPR AN /i - #E4AK - B _E iR (Hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal, HPA)4hiE 5 2 18] 3¢ £ R 78 FPiE s T
IXFHRN . BEFURIL, S-HTTLPR 4555 55 DK 4l & 1 35 (K B 5 Lok R o g i I S 2 PR 338 Il 6. {HAE 5B
PEH, 5-HTTLPR (S50 JE DR afi & 1 5 R B ff) 523 AR I HE B 0 (0 i S L, T i 57 B PR 4 7 32 3R
R S N G [13], $27R% B-HTTLPR A eIl 2 51w & 4 70 i R R G T 520 MDD H (114
S

DA J&—M LA M et 2238 T, 15 K 26 91 2 5 2 FOAEUR IRl 6 [14] . 2 (e 2 44 (Dopamine re-
ceptor, DR)7- A4 : EE SR G & H Gs L D1 224K, 46 DIR Fl D5R [15]; == L 54
% G H A Gilo L D2 28524k, {145 D2R. D3R 1 D4R [16]. £ HFhZ B &2k, DIR F1 D2R &
HFRRAPE RS I E B 2R [17], SEHAER R LT R AT 4T i i . DR Al D2R Al LAIE T R E &)
D1R-D2R, T 4E3K, kiR £ EHE K U] DIR-D2R 5 %A 5 MDD £ 2. Lin Pei % A7E—TiX} € 5 MDD
SR SO S (AT 2R 15 G ST e (6 B 72 2 80 MDD 4 1) DIR-D2R /K153 Ty, iR
AT R D1-D2 ZARA EAEF BT HIE Tat-D2L1L3-29-2, {3 FlFHLIkBHI £ % D1-D2 24k 57 —
AR, A R KRR SR RS AN BN R], R K BRAE ST A5 T B b k3 S W [18] . 5
— TR K SR A B SR T T T IR S MEE KRR DIR-D2R S5 SR AA I 8 B DA K IR % 7 AR A 4t
B, FLMEME R RO 55838 ko 36 PP A9 DIR-D2R 53 AR FERE i M AR S O AR AL I 2R B
BRI S Bk, X0 AT 9 AT 1 DIR-D2R S AR I B PR IA K TAT-D1 i %% [19]. iX ZWA% DIR-D2R
SIAALE MDD R B2 e EEVE R, Tt DIR-D2R 5 544 I BLA B AR REVE B 0T BE 7T B8 A
T MDD 2L IR T SRm, Rl AU & MDD [ i R %

MDD 5 R[FZEAL) p-Z 3 T R (y-Aminobutyric acid, GABA)AEBR [ 2 [AI7E4E XL, £ MDD ¥,
5 FMI 45 Kz )2 (Dorsal lateral prefrontal cortex, DLPFC) H1 ok 22 B8 2 e e R R () I8 K i i, p-a ik
TR ERAR, HIXFh 2 R7E bk B P Oy R [20] [21], SEUXRP R & B 2 5 I e LH] AR B,
{EIX B s 1 HE M A A IR AE AT GABA RE R S5 1038 R BLINAR VA 9T 7 SR i EE Bk .

B A DR AR U R I & e, MDD MBI B R OGRS T 3Kk, 5 T 4 SUpP 4038 i 7 1%
WAL, IBIRR T e A G R, (HE AT MDD %5 2 MU BT 5 e 8, ARk N 4k 45
SRl ) o S AL BRI e, HE— 2B 3R MDD ) 22 S v s SR A, AR AL JE T ) MDD A
BT

2.2. £EREXBKMR

Fr T CGAS 4, GWAS =27 T8 A% 5 U ¥ 73 — Pt Fu sk ms, B 7 i Xk DR 20 il T 1
WHLAE R, AR B 58 VERER R A Gt R AL 5. SR I 1) GWAS Bl &I 17— %41 MDD %
BRFEDA, (B A DHOE T4z 0] 73 2 o Hall 858 A\ 00f Stk =2 52 (i FERIT 58 BA 51 A 5 [ Hiedls PEE 731 73 = MDD
AR AT 525 0 M, Rk 3p22.3 b i) — ANk R 20 X 3 1 G 16 2 1 (Recombinant Cartilage
Associated Protein, CRTAP). S-FFL K -1 (Beta-galactosidase-1, GLB1)A1 TMPPE 5 % £ MDD &2 H
%, 5Pt MDD A IE[22]. — Wi T PHHEF Md: T 2804 X B RTIEMERT 70185 1 16,415 & AE N,
ISR 5 Z e T 7 N5 MDD K KRS AH OC HBAG R e st AR e, Horb 172662446 5
Pt MDD 45 5%, i 515 rs111365740. rs9709324. rs113403132. rs6993028. rs144850488. rs17800303
[23] . Fedfr A 2E T far == AR FOAE FEAIE S0 ASUH G B 10 vE ML T MDD P51 2 = K2 GWAS %558 1 40 4>

DOI: 10.12677/ijpn.2026.151001 3 [l prh 2o i el R e &


https://doi.org/10.12677/ijpn.2026.151001

Tl BRAme,  BTHEE

SR S MDD R 9% B R 22 5 M (single nucleotide polymorphism, SNP)A1 56 4™ 4 14 4F 74 MDD #H
7% SNPs [24]. HAREREMZ, X2 SNPs 7EMI 732 sl AW S £ 5 MDD 1568, 75 MDD R4k FE A
HIETE A Sk R 2 B

AN MDD AH I v B SIS 7 05 R0 1 A MDD 590 490 85t 1k 368 £ 8 122 1T g i ik 37 AL AN S A 2%
MZiia T A S AL EE S BT TS T R e, BESRBLX — H bR, AR TR ZAE 2R B R
A F et R ge vt i AT 0 b

2.3. EFHF

HME TR NSRRI 1) B8 A gl X3, AP SR B R A BT AbR T, RSN T IX I
LR 2% e f, AL T 85%MEURAL 5, AL GWAS B AL mA. KANG % A% 1000 4
MDD B #FFEARFAT I 24N HIN T, @ e e 7 1N vRES P MDD XU 3 AR 5 (1) 83 4%
Frid, BFEE A ER AR 19p13.2 B =AM EKR R T . #5IR —KElE 4A (Phosphodiesterase 4A, PDE4A)H
() rs201432982. FDXI1L Hff) rs62640397 Fll rs79442975 g A (E etk 17p25.1 (M N RAS . LER
HFEXVB (Myosin XVB, MYO15B) 4 ] rs820182 1 rs820148, 5 &4 b1 3¢ B 5 1tk (1) 4 1 o gk i A g 4%
S AL Ut = T Lo [25] . XSS R IA L HETE MDD 4% 1 O A A SR AL T B LA

3. MRRAE

TATIRF VA RIS 2 MDD SB35 R0 2 10 22 R AE 15 B JAA U6 I [26], Lot H0 AT P R AN A i
s 3591 5 ) 228 91 RS 4 30 P T4 ARG 2 [27] 03X 37 MDD 58 4o R0 R 110 2 57 ml g 5 MRS 1 o0 il
AR MEMEBAT M BB AEEEH 2R m TGS mTHE. 78 Bk B8 Om .
WFFLREA, B B2 (P B 3 mT DA Lo P AR IR e J IRV 38 I [28] PR g i ik 3 5 K i
MER R AR S5 S L A 5 B I AR [29] . Lotk i AR FRURE RS A i A IO E T HAE R T 5
PESZ I3 BE R (O — Rl 0, A — IS Rl e AR T 5 2 MDD I e VAR A AR (1 T 113301 - 7E3)
VIt Fe b, A SR MR R B S 15 34 2 R A H B R R ARARAT A, SR ST BR R T B 4 B
TE R U5 047 Hp A FEY e s T 6 e e B f (R TR PR AR L IR [3L] o 53 1k DI R AN I PR BT A 72 3R B, SR T
ARBEC S MDD B, XA a5 T REIR T 2 MBS E . 52K IERE S
PERA LG, MR Th BE ISR (1 53 1 AR RERE A MDD ) £575 26 B 2 B i1 [32] o AR, $Es2 BB TH FEA IR T Al
1 I 1 55 1 5 AN 32 IR TH FR IR YT 1 59 1 R AR R RE B MDD I PT REPE B K[33]. SR . EAR Lotk =2
Fi Y6 97 (G PRAE 7 LU R, (A — SiF 4 SCRF SE IR AE 201 MDD W AR E R . 52BN TT I
T HE L, XHEVATE MDD (Treatment-resistant depression, TRD) 2zt 25 T 771 5 52 i 7 55 45 12 e 40V
IVELR[34]. Ak, 52BFNETT AN LG, 754075 50 5 A RERCER T B 4 Lot rp N S8 T 2 2%
DS 1 2 R T 4 BE[35]

RS ERY T EBEAE MDD TR EEAER, IR Enl@Ed e Ok RETE 2 L, DU
ANIEE ] MDD 1297 R SR 0T 1 B0 BR i

4. HPA 3

BRI Z FOREFER B, DA TE ST, e N B ok 3 S0 5 RIS AE 2 T F R AR AE Lot LU AE 55 4
HHETBR[36], HPA MU 2 7 TR X — MR JF I EAYHIH] . 2R /R A2 He 230 (Trier
Social Stress Test, TSST), 5 A B % 57 5 ¥ 2 (Adrenocorticotropic Hormone, ACTH) A1 57 Jii B 1) il ¥
T E[37], BIEE AR A Z RGO, A28 BB BB R S0 R (Corticotropin Releasing
Hormone, CRH) iz 2§l i) 53 14 ACTH HlRE i RE v T2tk . RUHEIS 5 L MEHLR ACTH R IEARE,
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552G, m™EA S 5P ACTH X CRH I N 2 1EAHK, A5G K[38]. L iMER %
& (Glucocorticoid receptor, GRs) 12k 57 Jifi ## % 52 14 (Mineralocorticoid Receptor, MRs) /2 v i 7] HPA i)
B2 AA[39]. GR A MR % 52 Jit B B A AN [F] (SR A1 NS5 G g1, FEIRRA SRR ik, PRS2 R0t B2 i
RER I ANF ) SN, I HAE HPA Blifd ROSO A ZE D R _EAH BLAEF[40]. GR Al MR S B3 PR 2o (11
EERIFIAE RAT AR A AR IR, Ff g 10 RO SRS AT 1) 55 B [41] o 75 2 #5513 A2 08 R
HIMERE /N B R, HPA Bl SONAE AR, MR SRIEFEAREE— B fal ML /N B HPA OBV, MR -
It E42]

2O R RS HPA iAW) ENUH 2 AR B VI T, Ml e, #E2 I NBRE ) K R
Bt 2 BRI R, AT T MO IR DRI EN S VRO, HETRZ I HPA RS B SR . ke
TG i (b i AR S 2 A5 RT3 5 NBR g, AT Re G s 0 A bR I TR BURE, #ETT S HPA il
RPN B N MR 3238 NS A O AH LB N, SEINA0AR 2 A [43] . #hhh, ARS SRR BRI
[F) R 3 7 14 IS 0T SR T e 2% ih HPA Siliidk 280 SRR TAT XS, AR 7t it — P B St 2 B 5 A )
LR, B WY R AR 2P IFE MDD A H ) A S BALH .

SVASRTE,  HEE /N BRAEHARAE T R I HPA FEPER AT MR ik B, v BRI H HPA 7&
PEF MR KA FE(K. GRs A1 MRs AJ LAVE 4 #i i) S [l 52 fA P 22 4F (S 4k GRs $E 1) 431 BN HT IO 245 ) HE
Mo R BT R A AL RS R AR SRS i B AS R T I PR 7 VR I H 3 G KR 7 K

5. &t ShRTheEE

B BEAR WA EA Ry MDD B 73R4 7 ik, AR BhRATE 43t 1% MDD (i fE
HLHEL, ASFIVE AT MDD 5835 7RI X S5 AN DD RE 0 22 5 o — T JE3d 1 3 TR KK 2452 20 HT (voxel-based
morphometry, VBM) &I 55 4 MDD i35 7e M Fi A0 A P 00 B2 S5 (ARSIl /Js o 100 2 P8 b = 0 bt B0 /72 ) i e
T AN B B AARAR AN, I D 2 O AR P 0 B PR AR AR RNy 2 At A A= MDD ) B LRI [44] - Kong L
FENEE VBM M EEIE MDD f# B -4 - SUR K RGEMAEAE S YRR R e o, ok fe o 3 2
RINHTHIN - LG H, 005 E B W EZONRTA - SOREIA 7 H [45] . Ancelin 55 A&,
SV MDD 3 A BRARRREN, 2ok S A ORI A0 (0] B2 )=, 55 1 A8 B iy [l B 2= AR AR
NTERE I [46]0 H OV E A B 2 IS S AR AN KRR, e (i S R ARAI X B/ IN4T], T
PE RTINS/ 0 7 B (48] R 1 IR LA X L5 R 22 5%, MDD S FRO Ml L B8 42t 47 B X0 (1 4 531
5. 5 TRD HYEMLL, ot TRD BEEPHIRA TI0mFEL BN RERZ . Fibi F RIAT A2 M
FEEAN A DR A B R (O D REFEAE I [49] . S EREXTREHALL, 550 TRD & B0 (Al (4 e E T+
re, B SR BOMI AU R AU B2 A S P A, T 2 v U A W 5 25 1 22 57 [50]

MDD [ 5 S20F FE5E 7 MDD B3 1) B JZ J5 5 Rl (X T REE AT AEVE A 22 5% INEE K 5 DO RE RN 22
F R P HIm PRI VE A ZE 5, XA B A B THRER MDD 8 i PRARFAE ) A 73 S5 Ao 22 g
AU, A OIZIIR B MR T TR

6. RESRE

WEFERM], TCiR AR R SSRGS, YRR ZE 7 MDD Hh#RSE . HATR T
MDD HJAEV NI U %, A TINE R AT, HA Pk 2257 3 501 MDD MAR I 2 5 4R H
2, AR R 2 B EIERE, AT 20U AL (LD B ML 1) PRI ZE X T i MDD 2
PERNATT R HEE, HAT MDD 5 2 5 B R B M) AL OB FTOC RS otk S8 T su s oA
MR TE, FEARRN BT 2 RN 2 SE R SRS MDD P ZE AL, U iEiE MDD A
HACIRIT -
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Table 1. Sex differences in the biological mechanisms of MDD: A summary
& 1. MDD M3 Z R EMFHHIRTEE

425 AR R LA R
5-HTTLPR Ja &4 3K 5 985 K /122 BAEH
5-HTTLPR KA G Tty e mmes oo WAL [12], L5 RRRSERE
e W S LSRR R [13] gfﬁi@%ﬁ:@ﬁ%ﬁ S ASREAT 5
(EHIEE. OWAS, 4 CWAS RILCER (NG 30223 popiry oo
;FE,‘ . X 3%) 5 5 % MDD 35 A %[22] - e o Il T B i
SERLEY A AN TR B Al CAS RILAHE AR SNPs k(W
A 3 0 R 5 4 25]. [672662446) [23] [24].
oA MU AR 2 GABA I IR SE B B
[20] [21].
e S ) S (M — ) 5 4 S
SEHE KRG (HERR DI RE R ) 5 MDD 38AH9<[28]-[30].
Mg K TR [32]. AL DI R AR AT S, M — o T

(MEBER . S£7H)

HPA #
(R 32 AR %)

A GRSl
(FEMAR. DIREER)

TSR Y697 (U0 A0 5 e ) 38 i $AiS
KUK [33] -

TSST " ACTH 5 )7 Jof i )5 b B8 1 [37]
AN 5 ACTH X CRH () 2o 5 1E
HH2%[38].

AR G HPA B HEI8TN, MR &i5
FIRCNRERY) [42].

MR RS P9 D0 B2 S A AR sk [44] o
RV - SO B 7 H O E[45] -

HIr P (0] B = AR B/ [46] -

XU AR ARA S R (2 AL A) [47]
TRD EE N A0 [0 D RE T v
0 & 48 [X I 2 P IR [50]

[31].
RS2 R HE VG 1 MDD 22 M 7T RS A i)
AR 1E FI[34] [35].

o N B s 7R SRR, HPA ik S B AT RE TR
[#%[36]-[42]-

645 SR ACTH S IEAK[38].
AV S N G Ve NN O A B
ST HPA Hh (1520 [43] .

FIARIES HPA RN PERAS, MR ik T i
(/BB [42] 6

e AN FT AT PN R TR AR, T RE AR 5
ML [44]

R - G308 5% N [45].

AT B R JZ AR 5 45 K [46]
SN R /N[ 48]

TRD &35 fE B R F071 B (R X 35
ThRE B = [49]

FlzEhzE
AT {75 I 2
S5 3k

B
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