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Abstract

Depression is a common and highly heterogeneous psychiatric disorder involving multiple biologi-
cal processes, including neurotransmitter imbalance, altered energy metabolism, immune-inflam-
matory activation, oxidative stress, and gut microbiota dysbiosis. Since current clinical diagnosis
still relies mainly on symptom-based assessment and lacks objective and stable biological indica-
tors, the identification of reproducible and clinically translatable biomarkers has become a major
research priority. Metabolomics enables global profiling of dynamic small-molecule changes in bi-
ological systems and provides a powerful approach for characterizing metabolic disturbances and
identifying potential biomarkers in depression. This review systematically summarizes recent ad-
vances in metabolomics-based biomarker studies in depression. First, the major metabolic abnor-
malities associated with depression are discussed from the perspectives of amino acid metabolism,
energy metabolism, and lipid metabolism, with particular emphasis on the tryptophan-kynurenine
pathway, the tricarboxylic acid cycle, and lipid metabolic networks. Second, recent progress in sin-
gle-metabolite biomarkers, multi-metabolite panels, and pathway-based biomarkers is reviewed,
together with their potential applications in diagnosis, stratification, and treatment response pre-
diction. In addition, common methodological limitations in metabolomics studies are addressed,
including heterogeneity in sample sources and analytical platforms, statistical overfitting, and the
confounding effects of antidepressant exposure, diet, circadian rhythm, and comorbidities. Overall,
depression should be viewed as a systemic metabolic dysregulation involving multiple disturbed
pathways rather than a single metabolic defect. Compared with individual metabolites, multi-me-
tabolite panels and pathway-level markers may provide greater robustness and diagnostic value.
Future studies should prioritize prospective longitudinal designs, multi-time-point sampling, large-
scale external validation, and multi-omics integration to facilitate the clinical translation of metab-
olomics-based biomarkers in depression.
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1. 5|8

FHRAE R — i WL HL™ RS e B PR, L R RN RREE RO AR IRV . DGR IRR SN T fE
BEAGAEAEIR, T E I MA R S D RER AR TR R . AT AT TR, R A 4 BRVE Fl N B A B
HIEIR R, 2 6% BAFE NBFEZ B W, I HLILZ A o UG TIA 2T 16 [1]. LAk, $WAREE 5 2 Fl g
PEG S B AR B DIAOG, OO A ER A 5748 1 5 DRI Z —([2].

SIS AR A 22 AL 2 WU BT ST AR, HORR LTI R 58 2= B . BLA BF e 3R ],
FIHRAE A R AR AL R 3R B REBUR AR A 70 MR S R AL 2 IR EAR A % R, filgh
PRI RE B 5 AR AL, A0t Sy AR R R 16 4 I AR S e 3h it Dh e L, tBAOA N S SIASEE 1k
Ak E[2]. SR, BT IR R R EAT R R e, H AT 3 ZRKBUE R AT 2 W, Sz 200
TR LY bR, IXAE— EREE L IR 1 B i 5 R AR v T3l

AR, BIE WA S A e RS RO P O I HT 32 BI5GTE . ORI, i e el il
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MRZE L NS S G SR 2 R AR 5 AR R G ROW AR “ T - s, S SR is i 2
M2 TEVEYI B A S AR [3]. B, FEEENRIIRR . p-E 3 T ER(GABA) M £ LR AR B 45 24 v] th
TR, TSNS L FIAT RS [4]. BEAL, MSCTRFCIESRR, Wt i A 2 i S A T g
M A S HIRICRE B A A B IR OG, D AR T B RS Ao B S 01 1 B R A

FEM R, AR A N TR B ARACEPR S B B HR T B REW RGHrAEMIR N 71
RV, R RS AE AR A 7 o R O e v 2 AR b SR i TR . Pk, RGUE a5 AU
PEAEAARAE A0 bR BB S b S BEJE 0 TR AR AE SO LA IR . HESD 22 Wi b T K LA
P AR R HE T PR e 37 B AT 2

2. REHESEHLA
2.1. RiFAFHERER

AR 2 (metabolomics) BT FL AL 1A /NG AR P M BER AR AL I R GE AW 2 05 15, RO AE T3l
A INARN . BT AR AL RS AR, AR R T S BRI 0 A B O BUIR S [5]. AU
P AR I RE B B 2870, BE 6 B S R A I A ZE A SN B A A2 Ak, AR T 5 AT AN o 1 o 2 S 45
MERAR M, R AR SRR FE T B R (6]

MRGEN S MERE, BH P RERIER A, AN E O AN EENRR, ERREMEN
ThRE AR AL e AR AR AR T AR DU ACUTE S P08 LA AT O3, TR AR 4L RE A 48 15 A%
IR GG R LRGN, OB LS E I 18] 55 R B AR D REIR S -

2.2. RIBEFSRENFXH

FEARSCHT LA, AL 5 A B A H R 3 K. —Rih o, AR Eh 7027 SR A LA AR
L3 AR E T R ShAS AR, i A2 S U0 T AR R A o A I A 2 S E
Bro SRTIAESEERRIHI R, P AERT ST A M T B b B — 2, Wl B I 7].

23. RHEFHRARBRRE &

AR =2 F TR B AR R ok . ey, AOM i - BUE (GC-MS)id& A 148 A 1 87 54
VoA I, O i - BT (LC-MS) AT B i ) SRAEURE AN S AR A 8 i e BB, T A A AR (NMIR) U 7
G S E B M T T BAT U (5] R B BOR AN B AL BT L (K A R, BRI AL 2 L RERBAE
AFEA P [E A DT A AR, ARG R R SR it T HoR LR 6] -

FEREFESKN b, AR 22 AT 2 AR A A A 2 AR RS QI A o SR TR AU A 22 T A o ey s A0
B ) SRR IREAT E R T, & T IR IR E s, AR AR A W A2 R o A o H bR, TR
T ORISR RE 2 AR, AT A DR AR AQ I AR A A L2 A bn B[ 6] -

24. FESHEHAERWERTHNR

FERCHR A B3 1T, AR 230 45 6 2 ARG 0T T3, W 70 Mt (PCA) A i i /I — 3R 4 7
Br(PLS-DA), T RBIAFIREAS 2 18] (A Q0 22 53 0F 0 e R B AR [ 5] @R i AR A, ] DA —
AR R ACHE S 28, IO A M AR B (K 5 14 AR Hs

BeAh, ARSI BT T (R B G 2 . B USRI, FIARAE SRS R IRRT 5 SO SN
PRI WTE e b R A A6 2 A E Y RE B DA OG, T s e 2wl s il AR A AL BLS BR8] [A]
Uk, AL 0 RSS2 T AR ARG A0 (10 A 27 ik e 3 3 B U E A B SR it T S B HOR T B
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25. REFARB BRSSP

SAEAR R 27 AW HICRE 2L VbR S TS 48 1R RSB BE ,  (ELELHI TE 48 A I s — %€ A7 57 SR R
G, AFERTFAEREARRL . SREAER AL BTALBRIAAE SAG I 6 7 AR R 22 7 IR IV . R
O S A S B R AR 2 T AN 58 4 — 30 1 GC-MS. LC-MS I NMR 7EACEY) 7 25 Va1 . R U
SERAE F W AAAME, XA R 6 45 R AT 2 BB

H, AESREAC U A 22 BE TR 5 52 BRI R 3R T4 o LAV 245 00 {6k P T 5 v o 22 386 57 % 1 ARG
W RS IHER SRR . RS B AR IS SO 1 2 B2 O AR AR s BeAh, BT
T RS MR R R R AR S FRE X 4 SR AR R . A SR IX R R AR AN, U B IR
SRR B Ry AR S -

F BRI SUREA R R D, (AR B H AR e, &5 WG A e m . ol
JEfE PCA. PLS-DA. OPLS-DA Jlasa ) idpiry, niah = A% (I 2Rk - S uEset) 20 A /b g Sz A
HIEGAUE, WP IZACRE DA IR BEAh, AR T A IERE . 22 S5 i a2k ) EL AN 00 B 8 4 7 V50
WHIFAG —, it PR R RER M.

B BRI, SRR AR WY B T oG Sk . — L B UE TR R P R AE AR AR R
KA, JEd FEREA . RIEM 2 DB B R M e AR e . S — 71, AUBETERT 7k
iy HAIC R R SEER . TR ILEC TR LR AL A E R IR,  IEAE A3 R AT
AAEPER R AT . Rk, WATETT R AR AL . TRAR R AR R AN I 7T 3 b aR A FE AL b, AR
FAREWA A RSB R AL o

3. HIBREERRRACHIZEIL

ARk, REEAC AL A ROR R R, ORI BT 70 NS AR KT B - I RIAE (0 A )7 2 k. BF T
R, WEEA DRI IS R I RESE ., IR 2 2 AMRE RS 10 R REL, ORI, B
BACH SR BRI A . IX AR R S T U AE R N s e S N R AE DT T 27 6 5, JF
A RES HHRAE AR R A o b4, DR R a5l . S At w] 3 i 5 me A I R T AR AR
B PSR ARAEBR  EZAE A . Bk, AR I ST e Al oo 2, A B TR N B Al 3L
IO, 9 A= B I 126 4 AR

3.1. FEEAH

FAERAH 7, JUH R B E R (tryptophan, Trp)fCHEIZKEL, B R IANEE A& A2 & R i B ZEAR )
FHIEZ — o BERR N TR ZER, HARE = 2@ i P 4 B s AT, Bl S-R A fik(S-HT)i@E B Ak
JRE IR (kynurenine, KYN)IE B, X P 2500 B8 7L 17 26 0 17 O & Dh e ke A S ZEH .

FEIEHAEBIRE TS, O RICHER SIS, Hh—30 A0y 5-HT 2 515 4T, TR (2
90% LA E)MIiE N KYN Gl AT ACHI[9]. SR, FEMAERGE S, XM ACH PR A T . — 71,
BRI 5-HT @K D, TREFE S-HT /K N, MmggmtEgtae: n—Jrm, HE2MEOR
FRBE A KYN B H N =4, AT 540 ARRE IR R A2 R RE[10]

KYN 38 B8 7ESARRE A B /E OGO B B, 20l 2% 1) G D R 2 (0 R RAE (&R 2,3- WUl (TDO) Al
W5| iz 2,3- XU A BF(IDOYVEH F LA KYN. 7ERIERAS T, IDO G, w et (% fR M KYN i#
FEEEAL, MM/ 5-HT (G, FEEE I 2 iE P P~ AR i 10]. X 2ef i =Py ml ik — 25 7 A&
MR PSS, F AR (quinolinic acid, QUIN) EL A M &y BEPEME A, 11 R R B AR (kynurenic
acid, KYNA) W HA — & My 5 .
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LWL, FIE B R A KYN GBS R A B2 2. B, REELRR M Meta
IHTERE R, IHRE B ML KYNA R KYN K RAR, 1 R3S PUMAR A I R &% QUIN JK-F-J+
i, XN IBER K KA AT B SRR VI K . IX R B 5 A0 A ORI AU 4 TR IR SR A
A RE I R A R A LA 3 S A A8 ONE S N 2 5 RIS O BRI R

BEAh, R ERACHNE 5 SO RN N i B A 2 AR R E VI G . WEFCRYT, SO 7RI
MG DO (2t KYN i, MIMSCEMZE K FR, BiEpambn s s e g, d&—>»
KA RS RE. L, BRI A DO IERACH AL S L D RE A MR, O IIAIE A
Yobr EMIRO IR SR T EE T A .

ik, FERAYRN, R OEKR-KYN WA, EMEER R T BAEEEN, 2
E TR ST PN DR i

3.2. gEERS

AE AR ZE AL AOIE 2 AR IEZ — o ATEERWE TR, HIHRE &35 7 2 A e R QA <l
BERAEAE S, CAEREIEAR . —JRIRIA(TCA TE3) K AR A AAL IR LSS, XL AR vl RERU AN 2R
GUNIIEH ThfE, M2 5 0AEE R R R

RERACMH A L AET ATP (IZERL, T ATP 2 ZORIE T A M CSIE RS, AEREEEEA TCA 783,
FEIARAE £ o, XSS R ISR o 0, WU, SVHICRE £E 5 00 pA) T 4 AR AU BRI 002> s
FERBERMN AL . HAh, TCA MEAHACHIS IR 2 B B2 o, 2 M = A48 4, Sk
B A RE R A AT R R (1]

AR 20 FT it — RS 1 e AU S AR AIRE TP A AR A R 2 i o, 254K
VIE B AICRE SR R 2R B, R A S e AU S AR O O s IR AU AR AR d s . B, T
i PR S SR BAC AT R A AR R W TR At e % i BB s AR 32 B eI [12]

BEAh, SRR R Ge o R R, SRR AE AR A A2 A0 o A7 5 B S ) g A S iy . i,
FERBH WS BITERIR . o-B I — TR TCA a3 AHIACEIKT T, $27m A AU i 52 230 ]
[13]o [AIR, PAARIR A QU W A AR At — 20 SR WA IR A8 e LR A T RE FT RE R A 57 (131

LRI E N RE A I LA, EIIAORE T AR B ThRE A 3 . W TCR T, HIAIORE 8 38 A7 AE 2L
RIIRERERT, EARAMBERRILAE S T BE L ATP A/l XAl S P2 A RE R AL NA L, AT
SOMAAP 283 I 15 IR A A5 S A T o BRAh, ZRRIPR DD RE SR 4 I8 W] 5 AL NI T, 32 A
HIE P B A

gi b, JWHREE S Re RN R E VMR, TEERIUGHERAE . TCA I KA DIRER R . 1XLEAE
AT REE I S M A2 2R S e B AN S AN Th RE 2 S5 B0 IR AR R, AR AW S L T [ 2

3.3. BBRKS

JiE B AR S S A RICRE AU R LI L E AL AR ) IR AU E U R Z N R ARV, 1825
MRS YERE . 55 3 LIIERIEE 2 M A AR AU AL A TR, IO 85 R N 2 Fi i
AR R A 25 A2, SR g AR R BL P BES SR IR R A TR [14]

o, RIS  CEAAIOE o BT By — BURIESR SR - BT TR B, 2 AR (polyunsaturated
fatty acids, PUFAs)fU R 7 SHMRIE R UIAH R, Hor -3 JRITRR/K-FREC AT REHI S M2 R PERT, T -
6 Mg R AU 18 S U T (20 SORE S, AT M R A A 22 R GEThBE( 151 LA, FRMTRRIE 9 H 2 R
Y, FACHRHIE T e S ATIR RE R AN AL IR, IRl R AL A EIRES
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Fok, B S S S A B A B 1 LB 2 B0 . S A2 M TR B, S
B PRI = — MR (azelaic acid) 3 IR UM SSARIYI/K T B2 T &, 25 IR il A AR & DA oG, 4@
AU AL BT T o S LA DCRT 45305 240 I P 5y, 30 W e e Y O B B R T A 22 TR T e
T 25 FRIE F 9 B L A

B, AR A T REIE L R e TR A K S AR S R S SIIARAE IR . BETURET, R
i I SR ot (a9 T T LB AT T8 A 5 L T ) 7K 1 324K 5 4 RIRE 5 DA 5, X A 4 AT R S50 A vt 31
PETR B S SR D RE S, WATT A A 20368 R TR S R A A% 3161

o, ERE A LB R IR I N 2 — o BRI TR I, P LR S5 R
FWNFKT T S AR T R 22 r IR FRARAR OGS H AT R IE L (2 BEAR 2 00 2 5 HIRE (5

EREFTIA,  FRE AR A S S BRI AR R A A L i i SR o DL R T A I
R FEAL . RERUACEmEE RS, EEE I RER M SN EE S SE L Mgt
A2 SIHERAE R AR R, sk T AT AL 2 e g AR SQ AR AR SR 3t 1 B B4R AR

4. ETFRIBAFEVRSIHAR

B A 2 ROR B A P LA e R G T USRS v 10 82 P 2 AN PP R A e 8 ik, e 1
PABR S W, 20 K7 R0 o H R AL VAR S0 98 . AR T BRI AL 2 MR 3 BT, AR 4 2 TG
IERAR, REVS BN MR LALE AL TS 5 SIS R R FAE R AR B S ERAS . DIk,  SEAR
1 2 e A AR A R R s I RIRE A A LR O S B HE R 27 1 T 2R A2

HRTHT SR Y], IHOAE SRS R IR AR A RE AU S I S A WA AR 4% 22 A i
IR RGE R XA R € MBI AL, ISR ARG FRIE SN
ALY PRI — € MEENE, NEVAREDEIT RS- 7 RERR[17]0 2RT, o T-H0HI0E B AT e 57 b
B AU AT HE LA AL Il RIS T 55K, AL WE T2 M B — AU 1) 2 AR Y AL 5 7 S A X 2% 2 T
bR SR RS -

BT, AR AR S ARV S FR B DA IE T A 8 i 0 2% B bR 7S =4
R, RGURE AR SE ARSI AE S AR R A by b (K A bR B Fe i e, RIS AR I PR AL P Y
EARSE 18

4.1. B—REIREY

HF RMBACH AL A S e 5 0 A, SAORE SR R A7 A — RBIEA R A A B 2 574K
WYI17]. RENFRT T M2 2R, EAE RS T RA S @ s — Ry,

FEMGZA T, R i RS IR DU T [, 48 -2tk 2. & TIRAEHE L
MRS RN, BT R, TR R K& AR AR (R R IR AR T, IF R IR R/t
SR LLAR I N o TS5 AR WAL T b 20088 T 5 e 458, (RIS R A 17 R PR A BRI i 72

FEMBREAT, ZRHEAERARBYE THEES, OFOER. 2R BMAR. HE R ERE.
SUEFIR, BB K N- S 8 KT T, SRR SIAIRE 55 RO S 8 K SO R R R R

FERR, AR R 20 K ae AR OOE K . THAR SR, AR o-FF % B 5 = RBR G
[ 4) T R, TS JRER KT Thie Bedh, WURR. FHERH AR S A th 2 N s, ek e Al
B EAL S TE R IR AL -

BARE, KRR AR B T =2k

(1) e g ATk 5-F 2t . UER);
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(2) AHERAW(UNETE . A R):

(3) AERARE E AR AR (T R . DIRIR) .

SR, ZWEFLIEI R, RS TR T A, AR AR E A AR B AR A R [ 17], $2
IR — Ve N E YRR E R E R AT RN R . Rk, SRR T E AR IR S, T
E[= A2 IE =T

4.2. ZRHMRSIRSY

ST B AU AE SRR E T AR 5 2 A 22 S S S 2 A R e, AR 9 AR W bs B A € Tt A2
Wik Re AR, ARt 7T iE 8 kT 2 A & A b SEMa. B 52 MUMEER, o
FE—E R bR i 1R AR Bt 1 R AT S

ARG b SR LI O T 2 A B G AT LS 22 21 T . BT ORE AR A 2 28
FIRE TR, JE A 1E 2 f 2N — 3 H 51 43 BT (OPLS-DA) K 524 3 TAERFE i 26 (ROC) 73 #7, W] LA % .
HEEZWEE AR & o Bilan, FEERE A AT 2R AR 2o 7, il GC/LC-MS Bk
SRR A Az AR, AR A S BE A RX A AR S AR AR A A, HLE e S
AR i 28R THAR(AUC) RTIE 1 0.842,  $27R ZACHMIIR SR BAT By 12 Wil 18]

FrAL g I AR AL, AR 0 2% 23 B 07 A 2 AR AR S0 ST rh IR AR 32 R o T I 5% 9
2677 HT(weighted correlation network analysis, WGCNA) I FL &I, A R 0T T st 5 AR &5 35 A
REVARBE, X LA A AR B RS X I A0 8 SRR R [19]. BT &, BRBARIY . S R
FHIRAR B A S SOREAH AR ALE 2 MR T I — BRI, It SHIETR A B A G i 45 R R,
FECT B AR, AU 48 B & R AE B BE S IR AE K R Gt A W 5

HE— B (B TR 2 AR A N T 43 B R 28Tl T CAN-BIND BA SRR 25 2% e
oo i AN R AR V) HEAT 2 e oA, M T 2RI, 4558 4R R JH 5 ROC 73 # ik
AR 16]. 53R B, MIEERANKLTA %5 HDL. LDL K #iE 8 )M s AR 40 & AU R
DX J3 400 £ S5 RN B, 3 R SR A AR R ST SO, R AN R AR SR I 2 A AR R R . 1K
PR 2 AV B AR EAE AR T BORS HE = 7 Hh R T £E B FH AN

AL, Z AR &L BE S AR IE 5 A 1) 22 0l B8 7 o AHSCHE AR R, R AR AIE 2208
FAEMRAC . MR BEEACH S AR S 2 AN BB 16] [18] [19]. Fldn, PRMAREHEARAEAAR AN HE
R B ERL, UV REENRENES 2 —. R RE—DUll, MACE IR R — AR R,
M A& 22 P AR E B W 1R ZE AL S5 IR, T 2 AR IR & b A5 A e A% B 4 1 b S IX — B 2 B A

gi bk, 2R G bR EEE A 2R EHE S, FEAARAERS W 4 B KT AR A 2 B
LT R ARG TR RE . SR, H AT SO A AFERE AR A B AL AN R0 AE AN 2 Mt 7 ) B 42 1%
MAEFE ., RRFIEIS KR, 20— PRIEHAREN, 4G 2 05500 M8 T B IG R
MHERZR SR EIE R

4.3. BT REEEIFEY

BEAE AR 2 22 SRR N, A ST 38 B TR 3 B — A4 T B AR P 4 ¥ DA 4 T e AT A 52
R B A BRERAE, (Rl EE T8 % (metabolic pathway) FIFR SV HT OV T 5. @R hE K &
EROTHT, TN R G JZ 48 7~ 2 AR S R P 5] AR Ak, AT 2 1 2R b 5P A R 1 S AR ) 2 A R i

e, AERAW, NHROER - RIREARIEK, PIANRIMARLE o SR R Il 2 —.
WEFLFRE,  JARE B h 2 P 22588 A DA ) 238 O, X AR 220 I -2 T IRAE . LA

DOI: 10.12677/ijpn.2026.152005 41 [l prh 2o i el R e &


https://doi.org/10.12677/ijpn.2026.152005

kL 5

Ty JchE B 5-$R 0 liERE RSt . B0 HT R I, GABA. £ [ M2 R PR BREEAR W ) T LRI M B2 A A,
PR Z0 030 ST AR T8 B ) R AR R LSO R AR A R . kb, HABWRAIRE AR RR . BER
1% T WA AR % 1) 2 SRR RE AR OGRS, RSB IRAR U X % E AR E P BRI R Gtk E A2 .

FR, Ae AR R 2o oA G I % CE AR b [FI R R HE AR . AR S Ao, ARE B
e SRR I e X e EARIA OGS, BLFE = RIRIG A S e 7 R E A R IR B ok AR 24
A5 55 G SN SEA BB VIR 5%, FEIE AR X 48 4 b BB H S PIAR R A S MO R . %4
PR, RERACHNE B AU AU A P THREIRES , 10T BEFESNAIAE ) R A R J i R 3 B 1 1B F

TERG A AT T, 2 U0 A —BER B AR AR AR IR B A AE AT R v (2 e . BT
AR T IR R I, MEEE A K LA 7 (n HDL . LDL K FAH 3¢ I8 57 ) A6 i A4 A e 55 4 7™
FERESE A 56 . IXEE IS FAH @AY S S MRS MRS S S, 5 R0 K s B M5, 3t
— P SCHRRIARE & — P L 2 RGUIRHE I 500

AR, WERS AR AT AE SR 2 B G BB D GE S, EHIAREE PRI B . T GC/LC-MS
AR RV T s, MR A A 3 B 2 SR N b A A oy 6 35 (AL B 2 — o 2ol 0 I R AR
JAAGE TR, H S8 W] R S 4 i e IR AS A B BEOKE AR . A, A R IR R
R AR B IS AR AR S AN, D R AR S & 2 3l B B R] S

SASRTE SOV AR < AR i 2 S 8 = EAE T LR LA T -

(1) Fhgeh i f Z R B A HE M (B . GABA K LAY @ )

(2) ReEARH AR DS ER (U TCA EFE);

(3) JE AR ETE e Can e AR A e 2 AR )

(4) MRS S S AN JEUAF DG T %

X PR AR AN RIS AR S R I — 2 1 — Bk, B LT R A AT A% AR B SRR . A LG
B AR 5 B A, AT B P b A R B A THI M S W7 1) SR e M A A 2 kit o SR
H B AR I AT A AE IS T8 XA G — T 52 RGN, KRR 4G 2 425008 B R N
AF F 3k — 2 B AIF JL I PR B AR

5. REERE
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