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Abstract

As the originator of bourgeois criminal law in modern times, Beccaria had constructed an inter-
pretation system of criminal law in On Crime and Punishment, in which the legislative power and
the explanatory power were combined, and the judicial power and the explanatory power were
separated, and thus derived the extreme principle of legality of crime and punishment. This sys-
tem had epoch-making significance at that time. However, Beccaria overnegates the judge’s power
of interpretation and ignores the important role of theoretical interpretation in criminal law ac-
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tivities. Based on the inspiration of Beccaria’s penal interpretation system, the author thinks that
we should attach importance to and advocate theoretical interpretation, restrict the procedure
and review the content of the authorized interpretation, and establish the objective standard of
the rationality of the content of the interpretation of criminal law, so as to perfect the system of
the interpretation of criminal law in our country.
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