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Abstract

This article explores the impact of hutongs, a physically distinctive space rich in local characteris-
tics, on residents’ emotions, social interactions, and cultural identity through in-depth interviews
with Beijing hutong residents. The unique spatial configuration of hutongs not only shapes resi-
dents’ daily activities but also fosters strong community bonds and the perpetuation of traditional
culture. However, rapid urbanization poses significant challenges to the physical spaces of hutongs,
including demolition and commercialization, which transform residents’ lifestyles and evoke nos-
talgia for traditional living as well as concerns about future living conditions. This research aims to
provide empirical insights into the multifaceted role of hutong physical spaces amid modern urban-
ization, offering theoretical and practical implications for urban planning and cultural preserva-
tion.
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