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Abstract

Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) is a treasure of traditional Chinese healthcare, endowed with
a long history and profound cultural heritage. However, recent data indicates that the protection of
intellectual property rights (IPR) for TCM in our country is facing numerous risks and challenges.
Currently, there are issues such as a lack of awareness regarding the protection of TCM IPR, an in-
complete system of IPR protection regulations for TCM, and inadequate domestic and international
coordination in TCM IPR protection. The reasons for these issues include a focus on Western phar-
maceutical technology at the expense of TCM, especially the treasures of traditional Chinese medi-
cine within the publicly recognized domain, differences between the TCM protection framework
and the Western-originated IPR knowledge and technology system, as well as the distinct Chinese
characteristics of TCM IPR that make it difficult to adapt spontaneously to the international market.
In response to these problems, strategies could be adopted such as enhancing awareness of TCM
IPR protection, improving the system of TCM IPR protection regulations, actively leading and par-
ticipating in international legislation concerning TCM IPR protection, and strengthening coordina-
tion efforts.
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